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PREFACE. 



It 



has been obferved a thoufand times, 
s^ that the Spartans caufcd their flaves to 
be intoxicated, that their children might 
t abhor the detcftable vice: fothofe,who 

5 would deter others from crime, muft 

^ ^ hold up example and deduce' confc- 

quences. Tragedy has ever laid firmer 

9 ^ 

hold on the mitid than Coriiedy. Tra- 

gjedy is therefore better adapted to im- 

pfrfs an ufeful and important -Ifcflbn, and' 

create in us a <iefif c- of {hutming limilar' 

pr»6lices. That the chaTa<Slcr <^f Theo- 

doric and Squire Cyphon, though tiaric 

and ihocking to humanity, are yet tb be 

^ met with in tiris world of variety, Anne,- 

GoRtmt-cfe -of Macclesfield, the mother of 

Mr. 
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Mr. Savage, ftands prominent as an ex- 
ample : and if the. pi<3:ure may be fiip- 
pofed overcharged, (and I hope at this 
tnoment there are no fuch charadlers in 
England) this ttiuft be attributed to the 
neceflary defe6l of this fpecies of com- 
pofition, which croucls into one peribn 
the vices or virtues of many. 

It has been objedled, that the account 
of a battle was too inhuman to be true;, 
but let thofe who have feen aSiual fer- 
vice lay if I have not here foftened the 
reality. It is the general way to fey, tea 
or twenty thoufand were killed in fuch a 
battle, but particulars are funk, and tlie 
x^ircumftance fliortly forgot, whilft our 
abhorrence ought ta arife, and muft 
arife, to deteftation, when minutiae 
are detailed. So far, alas ! from having 

exaggerated 
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exaggerated, in this point, common hif- 
tory will furnifh precedent for every fad 
I have ftated, and fwell out the defcrip- 
tion with innumerable examples. 

The defign held in view, is the deli- 
neation of the efFedls of paffion, when 
fupported by power: and to deter from 
an indulgence of paffion, I know not if 
it be poffible to fet its confequences in 
too glaring a light. As to any plea of 
its ftimulating the rebellion of children, 
it cannot hold for a moment, when the 
train of calamity, is confidered, and its 
cataftrophe known. 

I have alfo to obferve, that it is a com- 
mon pra6lice, in compliance with the 
feelings of a reader, to diftort the natural 
Cprogreffion of incidents; and thus it is, 

that 
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that corttvary to real Wfc, wc moflly fyii 
Tirtufe, iri the end, rewarded, and vice 
ckW ptinilhied ^OT -refoimed. But' t 
would rdfhep'ttre deader, at' the cohfM^ 
fion, fhould fay — I am fhockcd at the 
confeqncnccs of pjfffixm*, I wHf endea- 
\x>ut' to overcome xtryfAf; and a^ as 1 
ought^— than thxit "it xhoiiM' be faid— ^ 
Wdl, it 'was very tragicafl'; tait I am gltid 
the h^rois fcttJtd'lit laft.'^ '^ '^ 
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CHAP. I. 

He th%t has Juft enough cstti ibundly ileep; 
What's over, only troubles -folk* to Jceep* 



T was one dark winter iiight, when the wind 
howled along the ftreets of London, beating the 
defcending, rain in oblique vollies agaihft the 
fides of; the houfes, that afliort decrepid figure 
of a man, bowed down by years, ibobbled, by 
the help of his {lick, tinder a gateway, in 
Whitecjiapel^ to ihelter himfeif from the tor- 
rent at that inftant falling. The night was 
particularly dark, the ftreets nearly forfaken, . 
and the diftant voice of th« watchman, calling 
paft -'twelve o*clock, was the only found that 
broke in .upon the ftprm, . 

YqlA. B pe 
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a THEODORE CYPHON. 

He was congratulating himfelf on his good 
fortune in finding fhelter from its violence, 
when three men came up with a fimilar inten- 
tion ; and it being dark, and the fifft, perfonage 
a little figure, they believed themfelves unob- 
ferved; lamenting their ill luck, not having 
tnet with any fuccefs in their profeffion. 

•' I wifti," cried one, with an oath, " we 
had a little JkyMue to warm us in this 
d ^. ■ d hole. Not a fingle nab this whole- 
.darkey:' 

" No, by George," returned another; " weVe 
had rum luck, I believes this Ajry won't do— I. 
muft e'en poft it again like a geiftman : and take 
me here, I knows Bob, and you, Dick, be no* 
flinchers \ and if I blow the gab^ broil my foul on 
a gridiron/' 

- ^ Mum with your jabber," cried Bob, fpy- 
ing the aforefaid little fig-ure. " What have we 

here? 



rHEODORE CYPttON. 3 

here^ (feizing him by the collar.) Come, 
friend, no refiftance, let us divide ftock.'* 

** I'm a poor wretch,'* replied the figure. 
** I deals in no flocks. For the mercys of „ 

Heavens, fpare the wretched and miferables !" ^ \ 

** You old rogue, what you don't think I 
knows ye! This is the go; here, Dick, its 
Shechem, the old Jew thief, as robs every body. 
Come, Mofes, out with the ready.*' 

Shechem, who did not love forcible detainers, 
began to make refiftance ; calling aloud for the 
guardians of the' night; hut thefe gentlemeni 
perhaps, fearing the ftorm, or deafened by ijs 
noife, did not make their appearance ; and poor 
Shechem miift'have delivered his encumbrances, 
had not his cries reached the ear of a young 
man, who flood up under fome pent-houfes, 
and no fooner diftinguifhed the fupplication.of 
diftrefs, than -he haftened to relieve it. 

B 2 He 
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He was not indeed armed with the tremen - 
dous club of Leo, but he held in his hand a twig 
of an Englifli crab-tree, with which one of 
the robbers, who advancedi, with a, threat, was 
brought to the ground ; and though it was very 
dark, the voice of the Jew was fufficient to lead 
him to flie right point. 

" Ceafe," cried he, with, a tone of authority; 
** Cowards, begone; how dare ye, attack the 
helplefs and feeble, unlefs your fouls are as bafe 
as your profeflion!" — " He*s a Jew,** cried 
one; '* he's a fneaking hound of a Jew, or d'ye 
fee, I fliould have fcorncd to touch him*" 

•* And where," replied the ftranger, " is the 
diftinftion? Is not a Jew a man? Shame on 
you ; take up your companion, and begone, or 
you fhall find fome other employment." 

Whether it was the fpecimen they had already 
feen of the Granger's dexterity ; whether they . 

feared 



THEODORE CYPHON. 5 

feared the approach of the prote6lors of pro- 
perty; or that courage in a right caufe carries 
with it fomething terrific to the guilty ; or it 
ipight^be all thofe reafons combined ; but cer- 
tain it is, thofe heroes of dark alleys retreated, 
muttering imprecations, and vowing fome iay 
yet to^o partners with Shechem. 

** Give me leave, Sir," faid the young man, 
** to enquire if you have received hurt from this 
violence, and if I can be of any farther affift- 
ance**' The Jew was fometime in replying j 
for he was not ready with profeffions of thanks 
and eternal gratitude, which fome good Chrif- 
tians can profer on every occafion. At length, 
laying his hand upon the Granger's arm, in a 
voice which fluttered, it might be from the late 
(hock he- had received — ** I know npt," faid 
he, " to whom 1 owe this interpoGtion, for at 
times angels have vifited men : forgive an old 
man, who cannot fpeak to thee his thanks, and 
B 3 perhaps, 



„6 THEODORE CYPHON. 

perhaps thanks from a 'Jew would be little ac- 
ceptable. Peradventure thou niaycft ftand ia 
need of a friend, then make thyfelf known to 
Shechem Benfadi, of the Minories." 

He then attempted to walk, the rain being 
abated to a fmall drfzzle, but found the fupport 
of his ftick inadequate, having flightly fprained 
his ancle, and was therefore neceffitated to ac- 
cept the proffered arm of the ftranger. ** One 
o'clock!'* repeated the Jew, after the watch- 
iiian, who had now found his way into the 
ftreet. " It is a Jate hour ; I Jhope I do not de» 
tain thee from thy friends, who may be alarmed 
at thy abfence,*' — ** No," replied the ftranger, 
with a peculiarity of accent, 

** Peradventure, thou art mafter of thy time; 
but for thy fake, I hope it is not cuftomary witli 
thee to be in tlie ftreets when the fons of difcre- 
tiop are at reft," 

<« I am 
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" I ^ra, indeed," returned the youtli, " maf- 
ter of my time ; and my being in the flreets is 
occafioned by my not having any place to re- 
pofe in." — *^ Who then are'thy relations? who 
then -are thy friends?" enquired die Jew. 
" Haft thou difobliged them by foroe youthful 
folly? if fo, aiKl thou haft confidence in a 
fdn tof Abraham, permit me to intercede for 
thee/* 

A-dccp figh and lilence was the reply. Tlic 
young man appeared notfolicitous to burden an- 
other with his misfortunes: it may be from- a 
ftJppofition, thai/ in the callous heart of a 'Jew- 
he ihoald not find a comforter. By this tinle 
they were before the door of a large houfe, on 
which was written Shechem Bensadi. A 
few ft^s led up to It. " I think," fafid the Jew, 
advancing, "thou hintedft at having ho friends; 
amongft Qiriftia»s, I believe this wiil be thy 
c^cf." ^ 

B4" Whilft 



8 THEODORE CYPHON. 

Whilft he faid this, he had put into the hands 
of the ftrangcr a purfe of no fmall value. For 
a moment the young man was (ilent ; he poifed 
the purfe in his hand, uttering, in an under 
voice — " This from a Jew I" then, as if recol- 
lefting himfelf, he held it from him, defiring 
tharIXe might not be pteffed to accepta reward, 
for what he had done in compliance with his 
own feelings; and that, confident with juftice, 
he could not receive any other acknowledgment 
than bis thanks. 

This from « Chriftian, thought the Jc.w. 
** SureJy," faid he; /' thoii art a fon of the 
lincage'of Ifrael; and yet I know not which of 
his 'tJefc^ndants would refufe a gift. Thou 
aiay^ft indeed be poor." — ** I confefs that I am 
fo," anfwered the ftrangcr. " I anv not afhamed 
to acknowledge that my portion of human goods 
amounts to no more than what I carry about 
me ;. and that were it confident with my fi(?ua- 
tion, I ihould not be above accepting a reward 

for 
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for manual fervices, though I cannot for the 
mere exercife of moral precepts." 

A few drops of rain prevented the reply She- 
chem was refledling to give; and though his 
doors were not open to every one, he invited 
him to enter, arid wait at leaft till the morning. 
They were let in with caution by an old wo- 
man, with a ru(h-light in a lanthorn, to prevent 
the wind's puffing it out, or the wafte of grcafe 
from the current of air. Three bolts, a fpring 
lock, and a large chain fecured the door behind 
them. The young man frailed, aivl followed 
without hefitation, into a fide chamber, where 
were a few old-fa(hioned chairs, an oak tab>Ie, 
with fome (helves of books and papers. 

** Bring," faid the Jew, " fome water, that 
we may waih, and then let us have fome of thy 
kneadcn cakes to fupper, for verily I have tafted 
nothing fince morning, fave a glafs of wine at 
Rebeboam's. Bring alfo a little vinegar, thai 
B 5 I may 
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1 may allay the pain in my foot." Whilft Rc- 
bekah was preparing the repaft, Shecbcm en- 
quired the name of his gueft. 

« Theodore," 

" And thy firname." He hefitated, and then 
lulled, whilft ^ dqep crimfbn fluihcd his 
cheeks, ** I have informed you, Sir, that my 
name is Theodor-e ; I am, unfortunately, fo 
£tuated, that my life might be endangered by 
faying more, and I hope that will be excufe 
fufficient." 

Shechem returned no anfwer. Doubt and 
fufpicion would have infpired him with unfa- 
vourable ideas ; but furely he who could volun- 
tarily refufe a purfe, could not be under fear of 
the Jaw. Yet he had faid his portion was about 
. him. He might be a clerk who had robbed his 
matter : though that fufpicion couM not well reft 
on one who oflfered to accept pcrfonal labour. 

There 



THEODORE CYPHON. it 

There might alfo be many reafons, confiftent 
with innocence, where concealment was necef- 
fary ; and perhaps his aftion, tone of voice, and 
phyfiognomy, might be much in his favour. 

Whilft Shechem pondered thefe things in his 
xtoind, 2tnd eyed With deep attention the features 
of Theodore, firbm beneath his lowering eye- 
brows, Rebckah had prepared the unleavened 
cakes, and by her entrartce interrupted the 
filencc"#hich had takdh place.' 

« I think," faid Shechem, whilft lie divided 
with him a cake, ** thou faidft a place of pecu- 
niary profit might be of fervice ; if fo, and thou 
canft procure a charadler of fidelity, I will en- 
deavour to recommend thee." 

** PatdciVi me," faid Theodore; *' T fakl, in- 

deed, that 1 ffibuM be glad to feceive a reward 

f6f manuidl fefvic'es; but fuch is my fate, fuch 

the calattiities I fuflfer under, that it is impoffi- 

B6 ble 
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We I can appear in public ; nor is there but otic 
m the range of human nature that will call me 
friend." 

What crime P Shechem was going to fay ;.but 
checking himfelf, he went on; *^ After my 
^obf^rvations of this night, I cannot allow myfelf 
to think thou haft, brought upon, thyfelf thi^ 
fentence of baniifhment. by mifdeeds. But that 
xyoung man of thy appearance fhould want a 
friend in a land to famed for benevolence, is 
equally ftrange with thy myfterious^ manner. 
Thoucanft not be ignorant that tniftruft will 
not admit thee an inovate in any houfe-; that 
thy fecrccy will bar thee from the moaneft emr 
ploy; how then wiltthou procure means of (ubr 
fiftence??*- 

** I.have felt," replied Theodore, with a figh>. 

*^ the want, of confKle;pce in my fellow men^ 

who from being impofed on by defigners, have 

lbft.the powjer of difting\iifhing|£Utb. Ibave fdt 

. . in 



THEODORE CYPHOK. tj 

jfi a: country where oftetitatioiaa charity gilds the 
iniides of our churclies, and ere^ magnificent 
buildings, that frop the forlorn wanderer, even 
juftice is withheld, and I fly from, a land of 
Chriflians, to wandeF witfi the Arab of the 
iefart." ^ " 

Sarprife. evidently increaied on the features 
of the; Jew, healmoft apprehended that the 
keepers of Bedlam had. been remifs, for who in 
his right mind would talk of wandering with 
tlie robber of the defart. Yet the evident conr 
ne£tion and difcernment of the young man, 
baffled every €onie<£lure :. and knowing that to 
humour infanity wafs the heft method of treat- 
ment, fhould fjAch be the prefent cafe, hcde- 
fired' to know in. what, way he had providGd fo|r 
hisjourncyK 

** I have informed ypu,'^ he replied,.." that 
I am condemned to mope about at night, J 
came tiiis evening to town with intention of 

taking 
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taking the firft (hip I could find, for either Hoi- ' 
land or France. 1 have a trifle to defray my 
eicpences to Alexandria. I underftand Arabic, 
and^ (hall aflbciate with thofe who praftice juf- 
tice unimpeiled by lav\^." 

«« Thinkcft thou,'* faid SheChem with a 
fmile, ** that this phantom of thy fick brain 
will lead to reality? thinkeft thou tifindjuf- 
tice amongft the Arabs? Befieve me, riches ind 
power are the univerfal rules of right, arid thon 
wilt not find in any fpot where the pofieffion of 
cither is valuable, that any other motive, favc 
intercft, is the leading principle.*' * ' 

- «« 1 befieve,^* returned iTheodore, ^* that 
what you obferve is true, and that you fhould 
obferve it, I the more wonder, becaufe thofe of 
your nation are generally allowed to have few 
ideas beyond the value of moveables, and the 
accumulation of riches/* ' 

"I do 
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" I do not deny the latter part of thy fen- 
tence," faid Shechem, " becaufe we perceive - 
that riches are the only fure engine of human 
power^ as the medium of aftion, and the com-- 
mand of foreign labour. By riches, though 
outcafts and the fcoflF of nations, we often go* 
vem the anions of kings. We deal in a com- 
modity which enfures us exiftence, whercTev 
fociety is formed on commercial principles, and 
whilft our outward appearance is mean and de- 
fpicable, we pafs without exciting the envy of 
the people anoongft whom we ibjoum. But 
tell me if thou wouldft have objeAion to under- 
take an empk>y, which fhouM not lay thee un-* 
def neceffity of going abroad ; it is not common 
to meet witli young nden who undevfland Ara- 
bic/' / . 

^*Tome," faid Theodore, ** it is isnniate«* 
lial v^here I fpend the reft of ray life. • '• A don-i 
geon or a palace. An en^Iofure or an ex^ 
tended plain are alike. Liberty has loft its power 

of 
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charming, and my eye turns from the actions 
of men with difguft." 

*• Strange ! wonderfully ftrange ! are thy 
fentiments."--— ** I would attach thee to my- 
felf/' cried Shechem, holding out his hand» 
" fon of Adam, where waft thou born, what 
haft thou fofieredy tbps early to lofe a rclifti 
for exiftence ?'* 

. A tear ftarted in the eye of Theodore, he 
made an eflbrt, and overcame his refle6lions, 
deAring to know how he could render himfelf 
of fervice. ** I have many correfpondents, I 
am almoft overpowered with bufinefs, and have 
for fome time fought .to find a young man 
whom I could truft in jny houfe , as here I 
tranfaift my .more valuable concerns. But I 
find none who have talents fuited to my turn 
©f con^erfotion. They are all given up to vanity, 
and gad oiore ^ftcr pleafure than profit. Thou 
deftreft concealment, with me thou art fafe; no 

one 
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©ne ever vifits beyond this chiimber, and ray/ 
only fervant is Rebekah. Thy wages fhall be 
according to merit ; and I hope I fhall be able 
to bind thee to me as a friend/* 

** I, on my part," faid Thieodorc, ** have 
b\it one point :to-Aipulate. becaufe though poor* 
wages are no cohfideration i and i^his is it.«-— . 
I have concealed my name and my connec- 
tions, and on the day ciirioiity leads you to urge 
me for farther difcovery, that day I fly beyond * 
the power of recall."- 

There was a fomething in the elevation of 
feature, in the energy of voice with which this 
interdidion was- pronounced, that infpired its 
hearer with awe. Imagination could not fix ; 
and the only moment which appeared left him 
to enquire, he feared to employ, left he fhould 
incur the penalty denounced.. 

Bound 
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Bound down by terms fo embarraffive, he 
confented to the -propofal, and thus at three 
o'clock in the morning, a Jew received into 
his houfe, and retained as a fervant, a man he 
had never before feen, under circumftances that 

. might have warranted any fufpicion, merely 
becaufe he- had the appearance of fincerity and 

.juqrit; Where is the Qwifiian who woujd 

.luv^ done this? 
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CHAP. II. 



Go tiiou and do fo likewife. 



R. 



.EBEKAH at her mafter's bidding, con* 
du^d Theodore by a back Aair-cafe to a littk 
room on ^e fecond floor, wKich (he told him 
was i^pointed for bit ufe, at tlie fame time 
jcavttioning him never to kt coraollty lead him 
to tbe other £de of the hoofe } for there Ben* 
fadl depofified his treafure and po'mitted lio 
one to go. 

Theodore thanked her for the caution, and 
laking the rufh, prepared to iindreft, but the 
fingular appearance of the room firft excited his 
attention. The lied was of the coarfefi mate* 
rials, and covered with a horfe rug — in one 
corner flood a box, by the carvings, made in the 
reign of Elizabeth \ the lid was fattened oa by 

i tw6 
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two ftraps of an old fhoc, ferving as hinges, and 
lo ufe a poetical phrafe, wasy«// ofemptinefs. 

The ceiling was darkened and adbrned by 
feveral flourifhes of fmokey and the wainfcot 
appeared never to have been painted. Two 
drawings with ink> werefaftened over the chlNfi* 
ney with wafer^ The one, the figure of a con- 
jurer in a circle^ round whom danced three 
imps, loaded with bags of money, and fluttering 
in tlieir band$ pieces of paper, on which coqM 
be difcerned the* words, poft obit. The other 
was the view of a prifon, with a man's face at 
the grating. 

** If I am to rcafon from analogy," thought 
Theodore, ** my predeceflbr. had no relifti for 
confinement, and fure enough this chamber is 
not very t much to be preferred to actual dur- 



Td him, however, every place of fecrecy was 
alike, nor was he ftartled at obferving the win- 

dows 
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dows grated, attributing 'it to, a precaution of 
ml/eriyjealoufy. He fat down on the fide of 
I the ;bed : , for fome time forgetting where he 
was j then taking from .his bofom a {mall pic- 
ture, tied with black filk, he prefled it to his 
lips^ dropped upon it. a tear, whilft^ the ilngle 
articulation of ^//%a / efcapedhim. , 

-As -perhaps ' the reader begins to take fome' 
flight intereft in the aftions of a youth not 
known to them even by name, and may have 
fancied hirapofleffing an elegance of figure : let 
us leave him to dream of Eliza, to 

Ee^ch at ihadows that elude the touch. 

whilfl we piduretoourfclves a young man 
fcarcely reaching the middle fize, drefled 
fomething above the country fafhion, and yet 
benej^ih the town. His eyes (for the ladies will no 
doubt, enquire their colour) were neither blue 
npr dark, but between both, a faint tinge of red 
was juft perceivable In^ the higher part of his 

cheel?. 
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cheek. Though good-natared, intenfity of reflec- 
tion, and' feme melancholy circumftances , had 
given his eye-brows an habitual frown, and his 
eye without pofieffing that keen penetration 
which confufes, yet at a glance'f^emed to take 
in every furrounding objedl. 

His face was not the index of his mind, com- 
munication with men had given' him a fubtilty 
of feature, and many ftruggles had made him- 
fo mafterof hispaffions, that a hundred emo- 
tions might diftra£lhis' mind, without one in- 
fleflion of mufcle, when that inflexion might 
lead to difadvantage. This was, however, 
when he was liable to obfervation, but when 
alone, when no human pye beheld him, he 
could weep at a trifle, and give way to every 
fofmefsof humanity. But as aftions are the 
beft criterion of charafter, and no chara£ler can 
ht properly defined till it ceafes to operate ; let' 
the reader wait till he has feen him in aftion, 
before he ventures on conclufioils. 

Theodore 
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Theodore refreshed by the {lumbers' of the 
night, arofe early, and would have defccnded 
from his chambsr, but he found the - door fef- 
tened on the outfide, and for a moment'fufpi-^ 
cion croflcd his mind, which was not leflened 
by obferving thnt 'his Window communicated 
only with a back. yard ^ commanding no other 
profpeil than a part of the tower, the tops of the 
fhipping, and the diftaiit hills. He had already 
tttrnedin his mind the means'ofefcape, and pro- 
jeded his plan, when his fufpicion was relieved 
by Rebekah tapping at the door, ahd telling him 
he might come to breakfaft as foon as he chofc. 

He deftended with her into the 'kitchen, 
which exhibited an appearance nearly as defo- * 
late as his chamber. Benfadi received* him 
with' a fmile, and offered him part of the 
fcanty meal before him, obferving, *^ that na- 
ture required very little for fuftenance, and that 
vitiated taftes alone reliflied luxurious entertain- 
ments.'* * • 

Theodore 



?a4 THEODORA CYPHO^. 

.Theodore affented to die remark, withottt 
fcruple partaking of what was ofT^red, though 
in. his nojndhc thougJit, " the right ^ufe of 
riches was not merely to poflefs them, whilft 
our enjoyments were only fuch as poverty 
might procure, but this was nof the firft in- 
ftance of inconfiftency heJiadfccn in this world.'* 

.After hreakfaft, Shechem condu£led him tQ 
the counting-houfe, a room . two yards and a 
half Xquare, adjoining to the audience chamber^ • 
a double defk was placed at the oppofite wall 
witli a ftool on each fide, leaving exa^ly. room 
for the writer to place himfelf, whilft the flielves 
of,paper which hung over his head, prevented . 
any other than acontra£ted pofition. A lump 
of lead with a hole bored in the center by a hot 
poker, was the ink-ftand, and a fquare sl'tp of 
inch deal the ruler. 

•^ Thou feeft how I am ob%ed to favc^*' 
fsMd Shechem, *' not a breath ougbtto be 

wafted. 
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vrarteA The perfon who was here befo];€ thcc 
was idle, and ufed to wear away three pens in 
the day, which was nine hundred and thirty 
nine in the year, acnotmdng to near tea shit- 
lings for pcns/^ 

*« Perhaps,'* faid Tht^odore, « his mlting 
was equal to that lofs. Did he lite long with 
you ?•• 

** No, only nine months, he ran away with 
a note of ;^. 200, and was taken up— But let us 
proceed to bufinefs. Thou underftandeft Ara* 
bic ? Here are fome letters to Smyrna, and 
this is a letter to MoGCO, pertaining a cargo of 
cofkiCf copy thefeinto the letter hook, and mind 
thou writeft it fmall, and leave no fpaces." 

Theodore (et about his taik without enquir« 
ing further about the runaway, concluding 
from the perplexity viiible in the features of 
Shechem, diat he had been brought to j)unifh« 

Vol, I. C ment. 
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.ment. His tafk was £ni(hed by nooti, arkl 
Shechem being out, he fet down with Rebekah 
to .a dinner of eggs and potatoes. As if with* 
<}vit defign, he obferved, *^ that the drawings 
in his room, though rude, mud have been de- 
signed by fome perfon of genius, who was wil- 
ling tQ exprefe his contempt of riches/' 

** And yet," replied Rebekah, " the young 
man who drew them was not fo out of conceit 
with riches, or he would not have been fo un- 
grateful to our mafter^ who took bina from a 
very mean empjoy." 

i 

** Ingratitude," faid Tbcodoi?e, ** Icondemn^ 

feecaufe gratitude is a (pecies of coin ia the 
power of the pooreft toretu.ro for 9 benefit,, and 
the not doing fo, is greater diftionefty than non- 
payoient of a debt, the latter not( being always 
in our power," 

^ Thar IS exa6Uy mafters* way of fpeaking^ 
9Xii had he not been better than mod Jews, 
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Jos would have hanged for it.*—" For what?" 
•* Why—- but if mafter fhould know I told you^ 
he would cerjtainly be very angry ; for he can't 
..bear to h<ar again of any Icindnefs he has done.** 
'— ^» Yet," thought Theodore, " this man is a 
Jcw."---Rebekah continued. 

«« Wen, as I don*t belierc you'll tell it again^ 
you muft know. This Jos then ran away 
widi a note, and was taken up, but that I don't 
know rightly about. Weil, - mafter was fent 
for to fwear to the note, which he was obliged 
to do, and bound over to profecute, I think they 
call it ; though from what I could learfr, it 
means, that) when one has fufFer^ a fraud, 
they . "a? e Hi Jmy the juftice- to punifh the thief.'* 

Theodore fliroggled up his shoulders and was 
in^nt— '*' Well,* as I was going to fay, as the 
day of trial came near hand, mafter ufed al>yays 
to be in a moping kind of humour, could never 
reft in a jylace, but fidgctted from one room to 
C 4 arjother. 
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another, faid little to any body t and would (it 
down in this very kitchen, and groan fo yon 
can't think.** ** Dear fir," said I, one day, 
•* what can be the matter ?**7-" I mufthang 
Jos,'* faid he, " I muft hang the poor fellow 
for ^•aoo, Rebekahthou knoweft I would not 
moleft the life of any thing breathing the breath 
of life. Neverthclefs, his crime merits punifli- 
ment. Yet the iaw provides not one propor- 
tionate, the life of man is furely more valuable 
than gold, and his exigence than filver, very 
few are the crimes that can warrant putting a 
fellow-creature to death.' * 

*• But fir," faid I, •• the proferij was yours, 
it is yea wKo are to profecqte or Jet it ak>ne, as 
you think belt, fince they have called on your 
help to puniOi a man who has broken the law. 
If you don't, yoa will only lofe the ^.s^oo, and 
as jovk (ay^ that is not equal to killing a man." 

«* That is loft at any rate,*' fays he, " and if 
I don't profeaite bia%y forty pounds and up« 

wards 
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wards muft go after it, bccaufe public juftice 
niuft be fupported by t>rivate property : yet that 
is not die ohjeSt; he wHI then be left to prey 
on the world without any punifhment; iiis 
ruined character will prevent him, if be wonkl, 
from honeft employ ; his efcape will embolden 
bim to commit more flagrant outrage ; and I 
fee no way of faving him, but by procuring, him 
a place abroad, and foroe day he may return it. 
Well, would you think it, after fbme little 
pondering^ he dropped the profecution, and fent 
him to an agent at Li(bon, where he now be* 
haves with prudence.'^ 

" Mercy, thou divine, thou heaven-born 
maid !" ejaculated Theodore, in a kind of tran- 
fport, but recplle<5king himfelf ; *^ that was the 
true Ipirit of mercy," fald he, " it is not fuffi- 
cient we lift the blind from the ditch, unlefs we 
put them in the road to avoid it in future. But 
that the man who can cpnfine himfelf to the 
humbleft food, who can defcend to calculate tlie 
fra£tion of a pen, and a f(juare inch of paper, 
C3 (hould 
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fhould be capable of {o grartd» fo fublime an ef- 
fort of benevolence, is indeed almoft above cre- 
dibility ; yet this man is a Jew !'* 

. The laft fentence was not uttered aloud, A 
train of reflefliotis followed, in which he endet^^ 
Toured to develope the charadier of fhe Jewr'hii 
compared bim, in his own mind) with thofe 
who publifli their good deeds oh tlie houfe top : 
bat as doubtlefs the reader is making fomething 
like tlie fame refledtions, let them not be inter* 
ruptcd. 

■♦ , • ■ ■ * 

From this little anecdote he had gathered the 
reafen of his being locked into his chamber; 
fuid was ready to allow, that prevention is better 
than remedy. The afternoon was without em«' 
ploy, as Shechem did not return ; and Rebekah 
being bufy brightening up her apartment, the 
^baipl^r of audience and the counting-houfe 
were the only places open to Theodore. 

This 
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v.Tbis confinement of range brought to hii 
mind the caution he had received not to vifit any* 
other part of the hbufe ; and he could not but 
fmile at the flrange inconfiftency of the charge, 
when only one female was left to guard thofe 
treafures he was thus taught had exiftence, and 
were thus expofed to a man who was yet a* 
ilmngec. 

In the midft of his reflexions, he was thrown 
into confufion by a loud rap at the door^ to 
which he durft not reply, and recolleAiilg that 
the place where he then was, was the coom ap-^ 
propriated to vifitors, he hurried down ftairs, d«^ 
firitig Rebekah would fee who was there. 

♦^^ And why," faid flie, '* could you not let 
in your mafter." 

It was a fiinple qucftion, but one Theodore 
could not well anfwcr, any other than by flightly 
dying he had agreed never to open tlie door. 

C 4 ' ^^ Ti$ 
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" *Tisa8 mafterfays," retorted (he, *Vwith 
fomething of acrimony, for even the daughters of 
Jerufalem pollefs more than dove-like qualities. 
Pride and poverty are conftant companions." 

Theodore felt the reproof, but remained fJent, 
only laying his hand upon his bofom with a 
figh, when fhe was gone. Shechem defired his 
attendance in the parlour. 

' " Thou haft had a flight reproof from Re- 
bekah," faid he, ** owing to my forgetfulnefs; 
but that is ended; and now I have to demand 
thy attention on a little afFair of bufinefs. A 
tradefman, in a large way of trade, has, by the 
extravagance of his- wife, fo embarrafled his cir- 
cumftances, that his creditors threaten to dif- 
trefs him. He has applied to his friends, who 
refufe to aflift him whilft his wife lives with 
him. Thou, who art young, might think her 
pretty; he teves her to his own hurt: they 
have two cherub children, who in the end will 
fufier. Now thou feeft, though I condemn the 

folly 
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folly of the fether for not afting as he ought, in 
reftraintng the expenfive vanities of his wife, I 
ihould wifli not to involve their children m 
ruin; and I would afk if thou thinkeft it will 
not be throwing money avj/ay to relieve him in 
his prefent difficulties.** 

Shechem remained illent, expe£ling a reply, 
which Theodore was too much aftonifhed to 
make. He gazed upon Benfadi, whilft his mind 
hefitated in believing if indeed any mat! could 
adk up to fentiments like thefe. 

Shechem, who knew riot the true motives^ of 
his filence, went on: " J perceive, that as thou 
art unacquainted with this family, thou canft 
not tell whether his wife is fincere in her pro- 
feffions of reform : thou haft not heard her con- 
demn the thoughtlefs giddinefs which led her to 

figh fpr finery*'* 

f 

** No, no," cried Theodore, ** fai? other . 
thoughts occupied my attention . This, perfon , 
C 5 whoever 
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whoever fhe is, muft fee the ruinous cffc6b of 
her vanity. The feelings of a mother muft 
have wrung her to the foul ; and I dou^t not 
but fhc will reform. The hufband may in 
time repay a kindnefs, which is more valuable 
than were you to reftore him to fecure inde- 
pendence, as it may confirm the refolutions of 
his wife ; by her future ceconomy fhe may com- 
penfate for every thing paft ; their £imily ma j 
ble(?you to their lateft breath ; and, and, I can* 
not indeed trace the profpedl any farther.** 

** I believe,'^ replied Shecbem, ** I have a 
cold in mine eyes. Thou hafl convinced me, 
that in doing a benefit to thofe babes, I fhaJI not 
have to blame myfelf as hazarding beyond pru- 
dence^ and thou (halt carry the relief to their 
fether.** 

Theodore ftarted up, but a moment fervcd to 
check his ardour. ** I cannot," faid he ; " thefe 
walls circumfcribe me. I muft forego the plea-^ 
fisre of adminiftering comfort. ** 

Shechem 
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Shechem in his turn looked furprizeJ; he 
had laid on the table a fiote o£ 500I. he had of* 
jfered it to Theodord unreftridled ; and had his 
defire of concealment arpfe from a breach of h^ 
nefty, here was a temptation he could not have 
withftood; fomething more myfterious muft 
then relate to hin^, fomething of high import- 
ance, which could prevent fo gteit an advocate 
for charity fmm carrying fo ample a i-elief, af 
ftiuft raife the receivers beyond their hopes, and 
give a pleafure indefcribable to the donor ; but 
what this was he was forbid to enquire, and no 
conjefture could devellope. 

Whilft thofe oppo/ite reflexions filled their 
minds, and their eyes mutually fixed on the 
note which lay upon the table, a chariot rolled 
to the door, and a vifitor of confideration was 
announced, by a rapping which ftartled Theo- 
dore, and was hurrying him down flairs to the 
kitchen, had not Shechem flopped him, by 
pointing to the countiftg houfc, at the fame 
time fecuring the note iti his pocket-book. 

C 6 Rebekah 



36 THEOlJbUE CYPHOM. 

Hebekah ufliered a gay figure into the rpom, 
by the name of Lord Pindarn. He threw him- 

(elf into a chair; and whilft he/employed his. 
hands picking his teeth and adjufting his frill. 
** Well, my old dad|^" faid he, *' you know 
how the world runs when you fee me at the 
Minories. But'^pon my foul, you ought no:t to 
flow up this room with all thofe black chroni- 
cles; 'tis exa£l: as if one entered a flaugl^ter* 
houfe : bonds, mortgages, debentures, &c. &c. 
to no. fmall tune, I'll be fworn. O but aye, 
how's cafli?" 

** None to be had, I tell thee," replied She* 
^hem, ** verily 1 thinks it is gone to the Red- 
Sea ; nothing but paper (lirring ; no guineas to 
be feen." 

** I thought fo, damme ! Well, this is a pa* 
per world. — Let's fee. — I want a neat little 
fum ; all jA. Newland^s^ if yc will. That, by 
the bye, was a blefied invention ^ for abfolotely 
a hundred guineas would tear a bole in one's 

pocket. 
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pocket, unlcfs we threw them with filvcr into 
Hie coat; but that would make fuch a con- 
founded jingle, the boys would run out to look 
for a dog and a cannifter." 

** A hundred guineas didft fay ?" cried She- 
chem. *^ I cannot raife fifties; 'tis not to be 
had/' ..' 

" Ha, ha, ha ! that's comical, 'pon my foul, 
ene of the bed bulls in England. Five hundred 
won't do, I tell ye. Let's fee. Sukey wants 
thofe diamond bracelets. O you old rogue, if 
you had but a peep at Suke, your withered heart 
would gallop like old Bett^ — ^you'ld down with 
the w^^, I'll tell yoia a fecret; (he's all my own, 
juft come from my grounds; and between our- 
felves, the old manor produces nothing good but 
girls andf partridges. Come, don^t look fulky; 
I'll wipe out fcores when old (quare-toes pops 
it. Come now^ juft a neat little round thou-^ 
fand, and them I'm o£" 

<* Mercys 
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** Mercy, mercy ! Vat you kill me at once. 
A thoufands ! *tis not in the tiniverfe. Where 
doft think an old miferables like mefhould have 
a thoufands ?'' 

" Now do/* cried Lord Pindam, <* I beg 
you will make hafte. The money muft be had, 
tliat's poz, coft what it will; and if you won't, 
old Zinacril will for 60 per cent. 

•* Sixty per cents, fayeft thou,? that is fpme- 
thing; but I only ,take de lawful . interefts. 
Well — give thy bonds for five hundred, and Til 
fee if I ean borrow four for thee. Moneys are 
fcarce ; snuft give a large premiums or go with- 
out it/* 

•* Bravo! braviffimo!'* cried the noble.— 
•' Well faid, oW Lucifer; you'll fry in the next 
World, think ye fhan't ?" 

" No, my lord ; fuch as you, Who take care 
to Aand candidates for places below will vote 
me not guilty.'* 
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^* Aye, aye, when Tm in Satan's privy-cotin- 
cil FH'teinembcr myold friend in the Mino« 
ries. But 'tis paft fire o'clock^ we dine at fe- 
ven. Come, where's the pen and ink) let'a 
have the nine hundred down." 

" Tliat will no do ; if it muft be fo large a 
fums, I ihall be ruined ; I Ihall be forced to fiy 
t6 Palcflines, Vell-r-two hundred premiums^ 
and to-morrow I wiD fend the monies." 

** To-night; in an hour; Suke muft have 
the bracelets." 

** O, I do recolle£k. O my bad memories !'* 
cried Shechera; I have juft received the very 
fams. Write you the bonds, whilft I fetch 
Aem.** Shechem fhdrtly rettimed with notes 
to the amount of eight hundred pounds, for 
which he received a bond for a thoufand ; and 
in five minutes after his tfaoughtlefs gueft rolled 
away from the door. 



It 
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It is impoi&ble to defcribe the aftoniihment of 
Theodore during Ais tranfaftion. The bene- 
volent. Jew was become an extortioner in the 
ftrideft feofe of the wprd. The man who had 
fo (hortly before offered five hundred pounds to 
a tradefman finking in credit, without intei^eft, 
and almoft without fecurity, had exacted a bond 
of a thoufand on a debt of eight hundred pounds. 
Strange — incomprehenfibly ftrange! How was 
it poflible to reconcile apj)earances fo inconapa- 
tible ] ^he mind of Theodore was incompe- 
tent; and he had fome difficulty to overcome 
marks of afionifhmenty before he attended the 
fummons of Shechem. 

He was, hovirever, prevented the trouble of 
opening the difcourfe, by the latter^ who was 
looking on the bond. •* My lord," faid he, 
^* little thought he had any one to overhear bis. 
fi;>Uie$; but what tbinkeft thou on this matter?'' 
-^^ I think>" feid Theodore, ftoppingto confi- 
der whether heihould declare the whole of his 
thoughts, ** I think that — I know not what to 
I think ■ 



THKODORE CYPHpN, 4I 

' think of a man who can extort fo exhorbitant a 
premium, and lavlfli at the, fame time a fum to 
more than twice the amount.'* 

** Thou haft well faid. From the over fulneli 
of the rich, I tajke away to give to him who hath 
need. Every farthing I extort from the profli* 
gate, 18 a farthing lefs in the fum which was to 
deftroy the innocent, to opprefs the needy, to be 
fquandered in luxurious and baneful profufion, 
or loft to {harpers and villains. I fit in the feat 
of diftributive juftice ** He was going on, 
but the behaviour of Theodore broke of the dif- 
courfe he had entered on, and fixed him in 
fpeechleCs refle£^ion. 

It is true not a word efqaped him : but the 
inftant idea conveyed in thefe words took him 
by furprize, and threw him of his ufual guard. 
He clenched his hands together, he ftarted up 
from his feat with an agony of feature which 
muft have claimed pity from infenfibility, he 
walked twice acrofs the room, then fat down, 

calm 
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calm in appearance as if nothing had tep- 
pcncd. 



« I ailk your pardon,"" faid he, ^< for allowing 
thofc ftarts of madnefs to overcon^e me. I will 
endeavour at better." — *• We will turn to bu- 
finefs then," faid Shechem ; who was willing ta 
.^low madnefs to have been the adHve principle^ 
though H appeared a madnefs fnuight with 
meaning. ' 

Tlie reft of the day was employed in mercan- 
tile affairt, and adjuftirtg In ordtr a vaft pile of 
bonds, contrafii, ice. to an ^iineum which could 
not but excite admiration in On« unacquainted 
with forms of bufinefs. One article in particu* 
lar, was the curious .pra(aicc of negotiating bills 
drawn by a certain bank in the north, which 
being taken up by Shechem, the fame fum, with 
commiffion and intereft, was again drawn for on 
the bank; and thus the bill circulated, whilft 
Shechem was in faijl the chief jfr« of the houfe« 



In 
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In this employ the mind of Theodore feemed 
to take refty as not allowed to brood over thofe 
calamities under which it fuflired. For near a 
montii the ufual routine of bufinefs, with now 
and tlien an aft of kindnefs intervening, filled up 
the time ; nor had any circumftancc taken place 
that might clear up the darknefs which hung 
upon the fortunes of Theodore, and at times 
created fancies of ftraiige figure in the imigl- 
Aationof the Jew« 



CHAP. 
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I 

CHAP. III. - 

In which that is, which i<» ' 

X HEODORE had been adjafting an ac-^ 
count of gunpowder and bullets, privately fold 
in Canada to fome Indian chiefs, and lamenting 
the favage ftate of our nature, the horrors of 
war, and the attending train of human calamity, 
till his mind overflowed with pity at our delu- 
iions, and with grief, that thofe delufions miaft 
continue till man is no longer man. Softened 
into that delightful ftate of feeling when every 
trifle vibrates on the heart, he retired early from 
his frugal repaft to his filent chamber ; a place 
by no means calculated to excite thofe gay ideas 
which fometimes obtrude on more tender feel- 
ings. 

He had prefled the portrait to his bofom<*»he 
had pronounced the foft nanje of Eliza — ^he had 

permitted 
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fennttted a tear to fall— -when he was fuddenly 
farprized by the found of mufic, which warbled 
at a diftance, in notes of fuch melodious wild* 
nefs, that he fancied they excelled incompofition 
every thing he had heard. There are times 
when the flighteft impreffion is felt, I have faid, 
fuch at this inftant was the fituation of Theo- 
dore, adding^ no doubt, much to the merit of the 
performance. Could it be Shechem who played 
thus, for no One elfe had be ever feen, except 
Rebekah, and her he could hot fuppofe it to be. 
The cleamefs with which he caught every note^ 
perfuaded him it muft be feme perfon in the 
houfe; and charmed by the novelty, as well as 
curiofity,he (Ilently opened the door^ advancing 
with caution in the dark. 

He had already advance! %eyond the barriers 
of profcription, when reflcAioii whifpered that 
he might be trefpaf&ng on the rights of his maf- 
ter, and he remamed on the fpot attentive only 
Id the found. He fencied he oouM perceive an 
accompanying voice ; he venmicd a few paces 

to 
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to be (atisfied ; but then what were the words^ 
what wotd$ could be adapted to mufic fo wild, 
yet fo foft ; and thus he continued toi advance 
till he found himfelf oppofite a door, which re* 
maioed ajar, and diftindUy heard the doling 
ftanza* 

The wanderers of Ilrael, throttgh aaticms difpcrsM^ 
Shall again dwell in fafety^ again rtft in peace } 

And the harp,' that fo plaintive our forrows rehears'd. 
Shall thrill, with new pleaiiires, as pkafures increaie4 

The fwcet fpicy flmubsj that wave over the hilii^ 
UntoucVd by the iimoom, eternally blow, 

Frankineenfe and mytrh front their bofom diflils* 

, And love ihaU attend oa par ptfh as wego. 

** P my daughter r* faid a voice Thcodiane 
knew to be Shechem's, ** never (ball wc fee Aat 
land flowing with milk and honey. We are 
appointed to| Uie oatK^^is as a fure tokeo of Qm^ 
nipotencp s for ibgngh one of di^ leafl amongft 
nations, and fronfi tiQn^ immembrial de^ifed, we 
are even at; fjt^'^ timf! a feparate peopLe» whilfl 
fhe Baby]onjumfi,> who led our fiithers captive-** 
^ RomanSj who rased to tb^ ground the tem^ 

pie 
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pie rf our glory, are fwallowed up of time, and 
known only by record." 

'* And do you think/' faid a voice^ in fofter 
tone» ** that we fliouM be more happy at Jeru* 
falem, for we fliould not there be exempt from 
forrow?** » 

^ Alast tny daughter i" returned Shecbemi 
** haA thou already made refle<Elions. lb juft i 
Thy mother ufed (o play that fbng like tbyfelf, 
>vhen we dwelt at Alexandria ; but flie is torn 
froai me by the hand of violence, and my hap** 
pinefe was blafted as the opening flowier \x6x9 
the peftilence." 

A deep groan from Theodore ftastled tbem 
with fttrpri^e* Shediem drew a poinaid from 
his boflom, an^ adiranced with.fiejrcondbltoiiiilr^rds 
the door. ** Who," cried he, *< dare»)t6 brave 
my inteididion ) The liand of death be upon 
thee." 

Theodore 
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Theodore had reeled fome paces fr6m the 
door ; he heard the voice ofShechem, but neither 
by words nor a<Stions attempted to deprecate his 
vengeance ; that indeed feemed his leaft con- 
cern, his hands hiding his face as he leaned 
. ^ainft the wall. 

An^attitude fo unexpected difarmed in a mo« 
ment the r«fentment of Shechem; he haftily 
concealed the poniard, and in a voice of foftened 
reproacE faid^ *^ Why woaldft thou trefpais on 
my indulgence? Why feek to pry into mine 
afiairs, vfhilft the fecrecy of thine Own is impe- 
netrable? Tell me, was it accident or curiofity 
brought thee hither?" 

Theodore had mattered the emotions that had 
fo powfuUy agitated htm; he could not mU 
lingly futkr under fufptcion, declaring that it 
was folely the novelty and charms o{ tbe.mtffic 
he had heard which led him to trefpafi. ^* Re« 
tire then,"^' faid Shechem^ *' and lei this matter 

be 
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fee neWiervmentioned again, nor remembered,*' 
'I'heodore obeyed without reply. 

** This young man,^' faid he, to his daugh- 
ter, when he entered the room, " has certainly 
fufiered fome derangement of faculty from mis- 
fortune 4 but how my words could have revived 
his diftrcffes- 1 cannot divine. It was certainly 
wrong of us to play, unlefs we would expofe our* 
Selves to his knowledge." 

« Is he tall?" afeed Eve ; " or does he look 
very fad? I ihould like much to know why. he 
will not flir abroad. I am afraid it will not be 
poffible we fhould live tc^ther in the houfe, 
without fometimes meeting : and I own I (houkl 
juft like to fee how he looks." 

"He looks Kke other men,'* replied She- 
chem; " and I fancy muft be in love: for let 
me remember if I was not fpeaking of thy mo- 
ther's being torn away from me— yea tridy; 
and I believe he niuft have fufFered from fome* 

Vol. L D th'mg 
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tixiog of this naturei as I have itiore than once 
bzd occafion to remark/* 



" But if fo," replied Eve, <* thab^QwM Wno 
reafbn for concealment ; an<l this young man; 
you fay, has lived with you a inooth. without 
once going out or receiving any meflagc. Why 
do yoti not etiquire his reafons?"^*^ Simply I 
dare not: and let not the curipfity of tlty ;nacne«^ 
fake tempt thee to indifcretion, for' folemnly he 
hath declared, that on the day I alk an explana*- 
tion of his condufk he will go, no incffe tote- 
tucn.'**— *' Bufme," faid the young maiden, 
** I have notpromifcd; arid fixrclyhe williiften 
Co mc." — ** Beware, my deairefl," faid he, 
•* though thou art ftrong in thyfelf, yet pcuhape 
thy heart may be caught like the. wild, roe on 
the tops of the mountains, who fnufFeth at the 
wind, and bounds forward in the pride of .IrBer* 
ty. It was my fear of this chiefly which made 
mc dedrous of keeping you afunder; -for tluou 
knoweft our religion forbids marriage with a 
ftranger," — " I know it,*' anfwered fliie^ with a 

.' • figh; 
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figh; " hut this young man,^I am very^ yery 
fure, I (hall not love."-—'* And how canft tliou 
be fo V€ry fure, unlefs thy afieftions are already 
placed? - Doft thou know any youth to whom 
thou wduldft enjrrufl: thy happinefs?"— " I do 
not know any," faid fhe, with emphafis, and 
blufliing deeply ; " 1 intend never to marry/* 

Shechem fmlled; ana after again cautbnjng 
her to guard againft impreffions which might - 
deftroy her repofe, he retired to his chamber^ 
Fefle6ling on' the behaviour of Theodore, and 
more than ever at a lofs to account for the am- 
biguity of bi$ aiftions, 

Theodoi'e, on his part retired, overwhelmeil' 
with fhame at having fuffered his weaknefs to 
betray him to fo difagreeable a fituation ; though 
fome portion of blame he thought, attached to 
the Jew, for allowing chance to effeiSk what 
forefight might have prevented. The acciden- 
tal difcovery he had made of the lofs Benf:\di had 
fiiffercd, employed his reflediom, and excited 
D 1 his 
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his curiofity. He knew not by what accident 
he had loft the wife he fo lamented, and (hould 
have imputed it to fudden death, had not the 
mention of violence pointed to fomc more fatal 
event. Thus divided between the fufferings of 
others, and thofe which preyed in fecret on his 
heart, he funk into (lumber. 

In the morning he rofe early, and occupied 
with his laft night's adventure, he fek a reluc- 
tance to appear before Shechera, notwiihftand- 
ing the pardon he had received ; but whilft he 
yet hefitated to go down, the perfon he wifhed 
to avoid -entered the room. ** I am come," 
faid the Jew, ** to fpeak with thee, becaufe I 
fed for thee the partiality of a parent. The 
gift of tongues is given to man that he may ac- 
count for his a£liotis, and it is chiefly owing to 
falfe delicacy and miftaken want of confidence, 
that half our contentions arife. I had intetded, 
from thy entrance into my houfe, to prevent 
thy communication with my daughter, but thy 
indifcrction, and our negligence, hath rendered 
* 4hat 



•JHEODORE CYPHOIf, 53 

that precaution void, alraoft at the moment it 
became of ufe, for Eve hath not yet been twenty- 
four hours under my roof. She hath been for 
fome months in the country, with one of our 
people. I do not fufpedl thy integrity would 
permit thy forming defigns on my^ daughter, 
but I know the weaknefs of youth, and the faf* 
Ginating power of according difpoiltions. 'Tis 
therefore I bid thee beware » and if thou art the 
friend of Benfadi^ thou wilt avoid courting tlie 
favour of his daughter ; (he is young, her mind 
is fufceptible, but religion for ever denies ypur 
union* 

The eyes of Theodore had been fixed upon 
the ground, he now raifed them, andwhilila 
faint red fluihed the prominence of his cheeks, 
he replied, with a firmnefs which marked the 
fentiments of Cncerity. 

" Happy, Sir, am I, from having been a 
wanderer amongft thofe who (hould have Shel- 
tered and protected me, in having found a being 
D 5 who 
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who dcferves the name of man ; and ftill more 
fingularly fortunate in havmg difcovered that 
man amongft a people defpifed and neglefted. 
How then muft my reverence arife at fenti- 
ments fo }uft and fo noble. How few would 
have fufFered thcmfelves to fuppofe that a young 
lady like your daughter, in poffefEon of un- 
bounded wealth, could poffibly look down on 
the infignificant thing that I am! But you 
know that ftation rs not the obje£l whertf inrjo- 
cence and natures guides. You have dared to 
make me the partner of your confidence ; yo«i 
have bound me to you by efteem and by ho* 
nour; fliould I then boaft to you that I ha^c 
overcome pafflon, that reafon in nie can ftill the 
boundings of tumultuous defire, 1 ihould be 
boafting in vain ; but if I make any overtures 
to your daughter, however diflant, brand me 
with infamy, mark me in your heart as an im* 
poftuje, and turn me out to certain deftrudlion. 
To aim at preferving the kindnefs you fhew 
me will be my chief endeavour ; and if you de- 
fire 
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lEre k| I wSl iedubtillj rroii ivett the fi^t of 

* / 

^ No»^ cried Sbeehemy ia admiration at t&« 

k^memta be had heasd^ ^ tbatcsanot ttowbe;^ 
My daughter knours her datj ; tke will lo?e 
tbce »a Friend ;. and t^ou Ihah from thi» bov^ 
inte.tbe ramige of tty boftfe ; thoti (halt be ai 
Jpofepftiwas to Potipbar^ though had I a wife 1 
mig^ (tm^ tQ»0xpQ&r koc befcrt thtt/' 

, Theodore fouled at tltia felly, aiad defcenM 
to hfcakfaft iivthe kilebea^ not chooiibg to 9C- 
eqpft the imitaliati of Shocheni to enter the fil» 
|iiig^fOQin«. 

. *« Well," faid Rcbekah; " you'n* aibrtunate 
ycmr^ man bi coraiog to mafter. I wonder 
vnder what; figa you were born : but fome peo-r 
|>Ie might have foiFered for their foily ii> c&f« . 
©beying mafler't orders.'*-^" ItVras midefign- 
ed, laffure yoV replied Theodore; " but if 
you^vlPOttld favour me» you will not mention 
D4 ' 'iC' 
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it/'^*< Don't think," (aid (he, « I am dac of 
thofe that love to make people tineafy; but I 
inovv another might have paid for their curi- 
ofity with their life."—** How for" demanded 
he; " but now I recoUedl, I faw him with a 
poniard in his hand ; fure he only meant to 
frighten me."— ** That's more than I know," 
faid Rebekah ; ** but this I know, the Jaft fer- 
vant we had was a lad of eighteen* He had 
been ordered never to enter, the paflage leading 
to that fuit of rooms, (for mafter is dreadfully 
jeatoosj however, Dick did not take warning, 
and one day opened the libniry door, wjiere 
-mafter was readings but the inftant'he faw hSm, 
he ftarted up in a tremendous fury, and pulling 
out his dagger, which he moftly wears, h« 
ftampcd with rage, and flying at th^ poor lad, 
ran him through the arm. His refentment was 
inftantly calmed, and repenting, he had the boy 
taken care of, and when he was well, provided 
him another place: but never fince that has 
there been any other fervant but me; and in- J 
deed, as we don't drefs much food, and Mif$- 

i Eve 
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Eve is tiol aboye doing for herfelf, there is not 
mpch occafion, except for opening the door, and 
that Jos ufed to do." 

This was a hint ^vhich Theodore fmiled at, 

but was too much employed with the inftance 

of paffion he had heard, to repty, if he had 

, found inclination, but in this fort of converfa- 

tion Rebekah was always fole combatant, V 

When Eve entered the breakfaft-room, which 
was^oii the firft floor, flie was evidently fome- 
thing difappointed at feeing only her father ; for 
refledlion on the myfterious behaviour of Theo- 
dore had awakened curiofity, which, as a lineal 
defcendant^ flie inherited from her firft parent. 

" I thought,"- faid (he, " Theodore was to 
have been hfere, but perhaps you forgot to a{k 
him." — *' That I have not, my daughter, but 
my- words could not prevail, he is.ei^amoured 
with folitude, and will not readily be introduced 
to company* I think he is wife in avoiding. 
D J thy 
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thy company, which is dangerous to a young 
man." ' > 



** But not to one already in love, as you fay," 
a^nfwered Eve, fmiling: *• and were it not that 
he takes fo much pains to avoid me, I (hould 
have no curiofity. Will you endeavour to 
bring him to dinner ?'* 

<« Thou fhalt invite him thyfelf ^ but if I 
judge right, thy embaffy will be inefFcftive."— 
<• I don't think fo,'' faid flie to herfclf : for 
without doubt flie was the feirett of Ifrael*s pof- 
terity ; and might think her power extenfive as 
her charms ; but that flie may not be taxed with 
coquetry, for this was not her nature, a hint at 
her chara£ter may not be ufelefs. 

She was then in the bloom of youth, 
with all the fpirits of eighteen, and thefoftnefs 
of fe^eling which is excited by a fecluded educa-> 
tion and familiarity with objefts of forrow ; for 
though, perfonally, grief had never been her 

portion^ 
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portion, the difcourfe of her father, which too 
often turned upon human calamity and inci- 
dents of diftrefs he daily witneffcd, gave her 
mind a foftnefs that counterbalanced the volati- 
lity of you tli. Her features were dark, tut in 
^xaft" pFoportioa, and withoot that flataefs 
which charadlerixes fome of the tribes of Judah, . 
they apprc^hed nearer to the anciicnt Grecian, 
and 'were a4omcd by two ime arched brows» that 
•gave peculiar grace to her dark eyes, where cx- 
preffion feemcd to refide. Her ftature arofe not 
to the majeftic, but it was above the pretty, and 
pofiefled in every motion the grace of fetni- 
nality. A figure like this was Jndeed danger- 
ous to the peace of a young man, .who might 
not be the mafter he fenciftd of paffions, which 
often triumph over reafon; but Theodore was 
not like the univerfality of men. - 
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ClfAP. IV. 



HE bofinefs of the day led Theodore to th« 
coui)tir>g-houfe, to which in future he deligned 
confining himfelf as much as poffible ; for 
though he confided in his oTirn ftrength, he wifb- 
edf by adopting a diftant behaviour, to avoid 
giving a (hade of uneafinefs to his benefa£ior, 
though he Taw it would be next to iippoifible, 
wholly to abftain from the company of his 
daughter, 

Eve^ on her part, had 410 thought of looking 
on him in any other light than as a man who 
depended on Iier hxhev; and it was curiofijty 
alone which excited a wifti to fee a chara6ker fo 
ftrange and fo worthy, for the one as well as the 
other, had been the fubjedl of her father's dif- 
courfe. There was indeed a little fecrct con- 
tained in her bofom that might add to curioijty» 

but 
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but be that as it Cvill, ftfe herfelf was only con- 
fident. 



No iboner, therefore, was' breakfaft over, 
than ftie hurried with the tea-things into the 
kitchen ; but not meeting the obje£t ihe ex- 
pedled, fbe enquired of Rebekah if I'heodoye 
was good-natured, as* flie believed, from her fa- 
ther's account, he was very unfocial. " Why 
yes, Mifs," replied ftie ; " he never talks a deal, 
but I think fometimes that is becaufe I am not 
ib young as himfelf.'' Eve fmiled ; and then 
demanded if he was talL " No,. Mifs, he's not 
what you may call tall, but he's well enough 
for that matter: he*s very proud, however, 
though one would not think.it from his appear- 
ance." — '* How then Can you tell ?" faid Eve. 
— " Why you muft know, Mifs, though he 
will fometimes clean a knife when I'm in a 
hurry, I never can gej him to-open the door.'* 

•* Clean knives and open the door !" repeated 
Eve^ ** why fure you don't cxpecSthe will do 

cither^ 
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cither. I am certain my papa would -be angrjr 
if he did any fuch thing : a gentleman to clean 
knives! But what colour is his hair?'* Rc- 
bekah, who expefted Eve would have Tupported 
her in the point fhe wiftied to, carry, was 
not very well pteafed at its reception, and care- 
lefsly anfwered, fhe had too much to mmd to 
notice his hair, but he was no fuch curiofity. • 

Eve was inft;intly filent; and hearing her fa- 
ther enter the ground parlour, haftened to make 
fome trifling enquiry, in hopes Theodore might 
be prefent; but he w^s engaged; and flie rc- 
rurned to her own tDom, with intention to 
attjufe herfelf till dinner, when fhe rtiade no 
doubt of fatisfying her currofity. It ;s indeed 
dangerous to aw^aken ctttiofityj becaufe we pof- 
fefs a dcfire to pertetfafe every niyffety, to pluck 
the forbidden fruit,' ihd not feldom i^ much 
niifchicf occafionetl by apparent cdhcedment. 
What was there ftrange in a young man be- 
coming a clerk ? Wlwt could excite a Wiifh in 
the daughter of his maftery fo impatiently to de- 
fire 
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fire to {^ him? Simply, becaufe he was intro- 
duced with a fomething of myflcry, and by that 
held up to her notice as an obje£l of enquiry. 

Shechem was, from home at dinner, and 
therefore delicacy forbad Eve to invite Theo- 
dore, as (he had intended j which delay only ad^i' 
ded to her impatience ; and the afternoon was 
fpent at her mufic, perhaps in the hope that its 
power might again lead him to her prefence. 

At near fix Shechem returned. He entered 
the counting-houfe ; and whilft he filed fome 
receipts, faid to Theodore, •* I have been to fee 
Mr, Z— '5 and to thee, Theodore, I know it . 
will be welcome news, when I tell thee he is 
happier than ever. His wife, formerly fa giddy, 
and fond of the world, hath fecn, that whilft the 
▼ain and imprudent ddmire the outward trap* 
apings of emulative pride, they can join in the 
cenfure of the fober. She hath confidered, that 
a mother bath many duties; and^ as ihe loves 
her bufband and her children, (he hath giv^^ 

him 
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him the direflion of her expenceSi that ihe may 
not be tempted to extravagance, by die ill ex* 
amples every way before her. His behaviour is 
the model of foftnefs. His buCnefs flouriAies, 
as he noy^ enters into it with pleafure, as the 
means of rendering his wife happy, and his chil- 
dren comfortable; and what pleafes me moft, 
will foon be able to repay the loan.'* 

** Then," cried Theodore, '* good yet re- 
mains upon the earth, private benevolence fup- 
plies the place of public juAice, and the balance 
of good and evil Hands poized. But how many 
. bales of cotton are to be ordered from, the firm of 
Goodman and Co. ?'*^ 

" Let me fee— —hum— —that's right I 
tell thee, Theodore, I am fo pleafed with the 
harmony I have witnefled, that I am fitted for 
company,' not bufinefs. Thou flialt overcome^ 
thy bafhfulnefs, and drink tea with me and my 
daughter. Thou knoweft I feldom drink tea 
myfelf, but thofe girls lead us into expences one 

catingt 
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cannot well afford. Theodore fmiled ; ?nd 
partaking himfelf ia the pleafure infpired by 
the profperity he had heard, he wiped bis pen, 
- and, for the firft time fince his refidence in the 
Minories, agreed to enter into what might be 
called company. 

. ** Make thyfclf ready then," faid Shecheni', 
** and I will go on before thee, for ray houfe is 
a little confufing to one unacquainted with its 
windings* 

" I have brought thee a vifitor,*' faid She^ 
chem, advancing firft, *^ one whom I expe^ 
thee to receive as the friend of thy father.** She 
turned her eyes to catch a glance of Theodore, 
whilft fhe arofe %o place her Other's chair ; but 
they di<i not return without conveying intelli- 
gence to her mind which covered her face with 
crimfon, and fo quivered through her frame, 
that (he was obliged to fit down in confufion^ 
which (he endeavoured to conceal by (Iraiting 
the carpet. 

The 
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The eye of Benfadi had obferved thofe 

changes, he turned them with a glance of indi-^ 

cative jealoufy on Theodore, but there all was 

cahn and unruffled-, and he felt that he bad beea 

.w,rong in imputing. to bis daughter other, than 

what might naturally be her feelings al ihfe fiid- 

den entrance of a ftranger. But here he was 

deceived by the commanding fpirit of Theodore^ 

which had innantiy overcome a furprife, he ai 

JFidafidy faw might be dangerou^ to iAtl«Ig«v 

There was, however, in his voice and nati4ber» 

an embarrafiment which he could not overcome^ 

and every attempt at fpeecb. waii oaly followed 

by monofyllables. — Oa the part of Eve, ]Dde€4 

there appeared fo much confyiion, than it io- 

creafed the diffidence of Theodore, and created 

. in h?r father*. an aft<»ii0uiieDl which dtf^royed 

the pleafure lie/ had expeSed^ and baniihed th« 

happy btmilf from, bis iikitid^. 

• How there could be an tanderfianding bc»- 
tween the young man and his. daughter, ht was 
loft in confidering. He began tp fear Theo- 
dore 
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dore mi^t have deceived him, and to wifli he 
had farthered his intention of wandering in the 
defarts of Arabia. Eve, however, exerted fome 
degree of courage, (he ventured to look up to 
meet the eye of Theodore ; but her's he con- 
ftantly avoided, and left he (hould excite fufpi- 
cion, even withheld himfelf from thofe civilities 
of attention, politenefs required. Uneafy in 
tflis fituation, he waited impatierttly the con- 
d»fio» of the tC0> V^hen pFetc;p«ling to have fon* 
got feme letter of moment, he bowed, and with- 
drewr Shecfaem nor wifiitng to prevent him^ 
dial he might enquire into wh^t fo much flii^ 
paEed hw comprehenfion* 

** Eve,** feid he, in a voice funk down to 
compaflioni ^* daughter of my firft and only 
bdoved, how coraeth it to pafs, that Theodore 
occafioned hi thee fo muchdiforder? Tell me 

/my daughter every weaknefs of thine heart; 
tell me if thy boaded firmnefs is •eftablifhed qn 
fand) or if thou haft before known any thing 
of xhk young man." The tears at this pathetic 

. * injundlioa 
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injun6tioQ ffreamed from the fine eyes ofEve^ 
She threw herfclf upon the bofoiji of her father^ 
remaining for a time irrefolute and filent — 
*' Why," faid he, at length, " art thou fearfuL 
of trufting my confidence, why not repdfe ia 
me that truft which lione otlier can fulfiifo 
fiaithfuJly.- 

The delicacy of Eve ftemed to ftruggle with- 
duty, but that duty being attempered by foftnefs 
and friendfliip, ihe acquired refdution to fay*-* 
*• I own I havebeen iodif€rcet,in not before now ^ 
making yx>u acquainted with anacc^dentrwhich 
I confefs brought me acquainted with Theodore, 
whofe ways are fo myfterious^ and it was my 
uncertainty ^rifing from that myftery, which 
held me in filencej.but meeting him today 
when lexpefted'aoftrangeTj has indeed ilurried 
my fpfrits,.and when you iball know haw deeply. 
I am indebted to' him, you will not condemn 
my behaviour^ I will own alfo, . fome flight 
bints you let fall in fpeaking of Theodore, cx-^ 
cited in me a diftanjt fancy, diat I had again met 

the 
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the perfon who will ever (leferf e my friendfliip 
and cfteem." 



She paufed, and Shechem more aftoniflied 
than ever, wiped the tears from her eyes, and en- 
couraged her to proceed. 

*' When I wag down at Mn Zandivers, a 
man of fome property in the country, was or 
pretended to be enamoured ofmy perfon, though 
had he loved me witli the pafGon he profeffed, 
he would not have continued a perfecution, 
which from the firft hour of his attendance, I 
declared muft end in difappointment.' For al- 
lowing his qualifications and poffeffions to be 
great, religion made itimpolfible we Ihould ever 
be related, and that therefore, if he wiflied me 
to efteem him as a friend, he would look for 
nothing beyond that edeem. 

*' He pretended to attend to my denials, ccaf- 
ing the frequency of his vrfits ; fo that from in- 
termiffion, he never came at all, and fhortly 

gavfi 
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gave out that he had quitted the country. . I 
again ventured to take a walk when the weather 
was fine, not thinking my felf in danger of meet<» 
ing him. And one evening, tempted by its 
beauty and the inftances of a young woman 
with whom I had a flight acquaintance, we en* 
tered a little wood, bordering the town, where 
we fau ntered till near . dark. Invited by the 
buzzing of the little infers, and the trembling 
of the leaves, I was jed, without perceiving it, 
to the daikefl part of the thicket. » The young 
woman then fuddtnly flopped, and whilft {ho 
ftooped to gather fome flowers, began humming 
a fafliionahle air, which I have flnce thought 
was a concerted rignal,as at that inflant; the de* 
teflable Romer darted from beliind a clufler of 
h^le buflies. I fcreamed inflantly for help, 
and v^as flying with all thehafte of fear, when 
my clothes entangling with the buflies, I fttim- 
bled and was caught in his arms. 

*^ I do not remember the words he madp yfe 
of: the young woman had efcape J out ofTight, 

and 
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and [ bad only iny own courage to fupport me^ 
agamfl: his fuperior (ircngth^ which was evi- 
•dently -'aided by liquor. A thought fuggefted 
to me, that if 1 prevented myfelf from falling, 
I might indeed fuffbr from his infults, but efcapq 
hrs intended vic^ence. Fortunately, I had 
power fufficient to grafp a young tree wliich 
grew near, and that fo tight, that his utmofl: ef- 
forts could not difengage me. He now became 
outrageous, entreating and threatening by turns, 
till finding his owfi endeavaurs vain, and that 1 
'Would fooncr die than quit my hold, he called 
aloud for his fervants, vowing he Avould cut the 
tree up by the toots, and' carry me where I 
ifhould find rcfiftance vain! 

^*- In this moment, before his fervants could 
arrive, a young man, which was Theodore, 
forced his way through the bufhes, torn by the 
thorns in the hiftes he had made.— His eyes 
flafh«d fury. - His whole douncenance glowed 
with an expreffion, which^to tne appeared mord 
than human, it was humanity exalted to aveng- 
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■^ii^lidivmity. He fpoke not, but with a ftrokc 
like lightning, brought Roracr to the ground. 

** Madam," faid he, ** this monfter has loft 
his prefent pow^r, you Jiave nothing more to 
fear ; I will attend ata diftance till you are fafe." 
*^ The energy of my fpirits now fuddenly flag- 
ged. I felt myfelf unable to return him thanks, 
unable, Indeed, to move from the fpot, and witk 
diflScuIty to preferve myfelf from falling." ** I 
am grieved," faid he, " tlia# you are fo over- 
come. You look exceeding pale, Ihall I fup- 
port you ? it is neceflary we fliould quit this 
place before the fervants arrive." — <* He fup* 
ported me in his arms," continued (he, bluifh- 
ing and looking down — " I was unable to'walk. 
Dreading ev^y moment the coming of the. fer- 
vants, and trembling left Romer fliould be 
killed, and my generous deliverer fuflFer for hit 
humanity; I found myfelf turn fick and giddy • 
I v/2ii unable to fupport the agitation of my (pi* 
xits, and fainted in his arms.*' 

Eve 



Eve paufed for a moment. Sh6chem 4^rpC(f 
away the rheum from his eyes, and feerated too 
much moved 10 exprefs his feelings. 

' ** When I claftie to myfelf, the moon ihone 
faintly through the tr^es, a current of air fanned 
over me and enlivened my fenfes. I found my* 
felf in the arms of my deliverer, and felt the 
tears dtbp %ipoil my'facc, \#hilft he bent himfelf 
over" ftiie. Returning fenfc di'ffinguiftied in 
plaintive accents, " O* Eliza! where now art 
thou? OmiferyJ O death*?*' 

'"And 0\my daughter!*^ cried Shechiem, 
trnal)te Idnger to contain, " where was I, that 
rty^hlatid* ciuld not fave thee! that my arm 
cbtilrftidt reach to thV deliverance ! O excel- 
lent young man I O youth of' ten thoufand ! 
But prbceed, tell mc all." * 

* " I crideaVburcd tii rfeturnhim thanksfor the 

fei^vice' He liatf 6bii€' me'; 'hut '■ how coufd t ex- 

pr^ thanks for what was fupetior to every 

Vol. r» E form 
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form. of acknowledginent? .He fupported me 
borne ; and recovering ftrength as my fafety be- 
came certain, I defired he would walk in, and 
receive the thanks of my friends, for a kindnefs 
no reward could repay. " And yet/' repliedshe, 
** I aai amply rewarded; I have preferved from, 
a villain the purity of virtue, and perhaps with 
that all the pleafure exiftence can beftow* I. 
am at diis moment in danger of j^eing difcover- 
^; I cannot then cxpofe myfelf: Adieu^ Ma* 
dam i and may you never more have occaiioii 
for {imi]ar fervices.*' 

** I would have detained him, but he in* 
fiantly haftened away, leaving me fojmprefled, 
with his aflions and word^» jtha^ time cannot 
efface the one or the other. His hint pf the 
danger he ran., I then imputed to his apprehen- 
fion of the fafety of Rofxijer; but that infamous 
man had been only dunned by the blow, and 
the next day appeared in ppblic, pffering a re- 
ward to apy one who would apprehend ^he 

rogue 
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9Dgne that had endeavoured to rob him the pre- 
ceding evening.** 

*V But Theodore,^* cried Shcchera, <* tell me 
more about Theodore," 

** Alas I'' replied Eve, ". I have little more to 
add, but that little is yet much in his favour> 
Our friends defiredthat, for my own fake, the 
outrage I had fofiered ^fliould be fupprell&d, un* 
lefs the apprehenfion of the ftranger (hould caH 
us publicly to defend him; and I will own, that 
knowing the power I had of -clearing his eh*- 
radker, and reflefting confufion on his advcr* 
fary, I fecretly wifhed he might be taken, that 
fo I might have an opportunity of continuing 
his friendihip, and claiming from you fome re- 
ward that might be acceptable. My wifhes and 
the prefers of Ronier were alike ineffeftual ; he' 
Was not to be found. The only evidence col* 
lc£ked was from a farmer, who defcribed his per»^ 
fon, and declared fee had feen him lurking 
•^mongft the buflies more than oncej ^lat he 
E% had 



1 
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lljid likewifc feen hhn two nights pad eating 
fome fruit and dry bread, befide the rivulet which 
runs through the plantation. From this I in- 
fant! y remembered the hiilts of danger he had 
given me, and now contluded that fonhtething 
prior had been the motive of his concealment, ^ 
though that he (hduld be guilty of dHy ci'ime I 
^ould rvot believe. Some weeks paffed away, 
and I no longer had any hope of again rft^tirtg 
with him ; when one day, I, with^Mr. 2^n-» 
diver and his daughters, went on a vifit to Mi^. 
Landorn's, who was a juftice of the peace. We 
wete to remain two or three days, as the diftance 
was more than twenty miles. 

" In the evening we fat down to cards, it be- 
ing dark an4 cloudy; but we were interrupted 
in the middle of the firft game, by the clanKXirs 
of a number of perfons^ who had flopped a 
young man on the road, for uttering a b<mk 
note, evidently a forgery, as the inn- keeper hap- 
pened to have another of the fame number and 
amount. 

*' A cafe 
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*^ A cafe fo curioQS as this excited our at ten* 
lion; and neyer having been prefent at a trial, 
I willingly attended Mr. Landorn into the hall, 
where the young man was t>refented, in the 
midft of a number of fradefmqn and others, who 
already pronounced him committed and hanged : 
but how was I^agitated, how was my intereft 
engaged, when I perceived it was the young 
man to whom I owed the prefervation of my 
perfon. 

** With fome difltculty, and fupported by 
faltSy I pr«ferved refolution to attend, for I 
tcem61ed left he ihould be guilty, whilft I felt 
perfe£tly aflUred of his innocence. His beha« 
viour indeed feemed to imprefs much in his 
^ favour by its gentility, whilft he attended with a 

dignity that fpoke his rectitude, without ap- 
- pearing like the hardened effrontery of prai^ifed 
knavery. 

• ** The inn-keeper and his waiter were the 

pinndpal witneiT^s exaniined; the one proving 

' , E3 that 
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that the note he had was fimilar ; the other, that 
he h^d received the forged one from this young 
man, who bad obdinately refufed to declare his 
name, fefidence, or bufineTsy and had likewife 
endeavoured to efcape. This lad aiTertion was 
confirmed by fevcral others, and- even with roc 
was much againft him. When the witnefies 
had ccmcluded, Mr. Landorn arofe, and addref^ 
fed hknfelf to the firanger.. 

^' Young man," faid he, ^* you ftaind under 
Aifpicion of being guilty of a crime juftly confi-^ 
dered by our laws, of a very heinous nature^ as 
k tends to deftroy the confidence- of commerce, 
and depreciate that naedium of barter by whichr' 
this ifland exifls. You- are dharged with refift* 
ance, which ought not to be made againft jus- 
tice ; and your defire of concealment adds mudv 
tathft evideace againft you ; you are- therefore 
fenfibic my office requires that you be condu£tecl 
to prifouy to meet your trial in the face of your 
country, and to receive your fentence from the 
determinatbn of imparthil men -^ yoa have, how-* 
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ever, liberty to fpeik in your own defence, and 
may, if innocent, invalidate the charge preferred 
againft you.** 

** Mr. Lahdom then fat down ; and all eyes 
wer« inftantly turned upon Theodore, who firft 
bowed to the juftice, and then to the people: 
He wilted ^ moment, till every breath wat 
huihed into filence, then extending bis right 
band, he began, whilft every accent impreiTed 
hfdf tipon my memory, and infpired me with 
every 'fceliilfe It Was itttended to convey. 

<• The indulgence you have fd willingly 
(hewti me, I eonfider, Sir, as one of the mo(( 
noble privileges of a Briton, and which I fhall 
endeavour iMt to abufe.' I perceive that my 
wi& of concealment has* imprefled ytm witH 
fendments againft me, and I allow that it was nai 
tural ; but is it not equally fofor a man to avoid 
a (ituation in which innocence cannot always 
api^ar, or appearing, muft ftill leave behind it 
the odium of beitig held up to public fufpicion* 
E4 But 
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B\*t Ijowcvc/ this mjghtfaft as one reafon fo|[ 
my wifl^ x)f . ceoce^lojf ^, J^jCojifefs tha^. f^m 
melancholy circiimftances, which have, derai^gcd 
my family and my fortune, made me particu- 
larly (J^firous of ercaping;,i^\iJ>K.c obfeitvation : 
^4 .fHW*y».Sii:i^, without iR\ppWtiQp, fif.|gHUt, 

cxtrepie barbarity to exfK^iff,^ fv^ch is mine.; and 
1 am convinced the candour of all prcfcnt will 
allow an indulgence, I knpv^, not ftridlly legalj 
I am as lenfible ^ FS> S/^t^SPX^^P* !*^^^j*S 
crime of fqr^^;^? f?WrflP^fl^??^^^^fo^' .^ 
fare of the community it is juftly punifhaWe 
with death; but oughS-npttJi^ medii^m.of .gur 
commerce to be Jo-fecured frqi^ rp^Uil^tiQir^ 
thatjt^Q indigent ihaH he witljqttt tfpaptatipi?;? 
Qugbt. it Apt tp he fa th^ t^ .Rfp^jigp^r^^^M; 
^niglptinflantiy det^ the fltau^;?. ,^ftt,hpw:fcw 
can diftinguiih^ a note artfully; counter&ijbed'i 
and what (hall fecure an innoqent man from 
fuffering impofition? Or what. fhalL ^^cak in 
favour of a man Ijkie na^, who^fea?; t2^kep>. inf^r. 
fufpedtingly takeaa pote as ci^rrency ia. t\m 

country i 
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couRftry ? Sh^Il a man, on> whom is found a bad 
ihiiiingj be charged with coinij^g it, becaufe be 
cannot mention of whorahe received it I H>c^ 
iievt -you will all anfwer, No. And ihall a 
man then be guilty of forgery, becaufe he has 
in his poffeffion a note which proves to be falfe ? 
No, The one and the other are alike, and the 
.-loTs falls on J)h^ pofieflbr in whofe hands the £aU 
City 4&difc6vered, My enSeavburing, therefore^ 
to dca{>e with the lofs, cannot fpeaksfgalnftftw 
in that) points Again, jL declare, that ccmdem^« 
ing a njan in my* fituation, you do more to the 
depreciation of this fpecies of circulating me*- 
dium, thab he who ftiall cpunterfeit half a milt 
lion of money. Who then will take them, 
but from thofe to whom they may revert in c^fd 
of defed? • 'What man will venture, to 'drrry 
them, when, if falfe, he may be imprifoned for 
forgefy? They will then be only as notes of 
hatid, f>a(5ng froai one friend to die other., I 
fhallhow come to the point, for though It lias 
bee^ .proved thilt two notes of a like £gure are 
held by that gentleman,, who \ has commenced 
E5 the 
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the profecution, it has not been proved whicii 
note is th« forgery, and he is equally liable 
wilh me to impofition. I beg, therefore, thd 
notes be produced and fworn to before I pro^ 
$»cd/' 

** Scarcely a perfon i>at who now believed 
the young man innocent, fpoke lordly in his fa- 
vour, and pre£ed to fee one whahad uttered £» 
many truths* The notes were produced ; to a 
firft examination they appeared ajike^^ bufLoti 
isiinuter fcrutiny, tl^e one the inQ»keeper,held 
jproved defeftive in the water-mark. Theodore 
held up his hatid to fpeak^^and inftantly all were 
fittcntive^ 

•♦ How,'*^ cried he, ^' aFre we now taproceed I 
this gentleman I doubt not took the note in the 
way of bufmefs.: it is true he has^ot attempted 
to pay it, and therefore cannot ^ profecuted* 
But though his name is knowa to* you, he (lands 
onthe fame, footing with my felf, in being un- 
able ta account how he came hy it :. and I have 
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now inly to lament the defedl which has brought 
me into fo dangerous and difagreeable a iitua- 
tbn, which has expofed me to be branded as an^ 
enemy to the Ibciety in which I live ; and but 
for this accidentid difcovery (and my note might 
as readily h^ve been the forged one) I fhould 
perhaps have knguiflied in jail till the 'next 
afll^y and fioffibly then, for want of evidence, 
have Taiered the law. I thank you, Sir, for 
the candouf you have fhewn me; you have 
behaved worthy the office you fill. AJas ! how 
few are equal to its mighty demands, who igno- 
rantly^ and wantonly fport with the calamities 
of men, an4 abufe one of the moft prtj#|ous de- 
pofits, diftributive juftice !*' 

** A ihout of approbation ran through the 
aflembly. The inn-keeper advanced to fhake 
faim by the hand, fwearing he Was an honeft 
man, and fhould have free quarters wheildver 
heTcame that road: and fo much command 
had bis voice and words, that every man feemed 
faajppy who coold get to congratulate him. • 

E 6 " You 
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** You will l>elieve me, my dear htiki&fy I 
fliared his triumph. I explained to M.rv Zsin* 
^iver who he was; and entreatedr hiai:.to^pr.^r 
vail with him to -ftay, I w^s^pertaia, Aiid.Tl 
mentally, of his innocence. 'He could n|[^, I 
am certain, deceive. , Alfijs ! his cpun^n^nce 
declares him too good to be a Chr^fii^n. , Mr« 
Zandiver could not prevail on him tp ifcypiia^fo 
fupper> not even when feconded by ]j4^.;fUmdoFn» 
He entreated to Be excufed; tUat ifU-^etH ^bufi-^ 
jiefs called him away. ^* But^" f^i4 Mft Zan* 
diver, *• I would thank you, in the naroje <rf a 
relation, for undeicribable fervices limde^^d to 
tis, and in the name^of that rel|ittQn,CQtiteat 
your company.** ♦ . • '- ' c 

<i Whilft he faid this, he ppinte^J tp me. 
Theodore raifed his eyes to where I fa^ ; ma4e 
me alow bow, and then turned away, fjiyjiig* 
*« Ceafe, my dear Sir, I entreat to oyerw^^?^ 
me with compliments: my heart is too £ujl tf^ 
bear more than it contains; and the greateft ob* 
ligation you can confer on me^ now and wben^ 

foever 



waiting a reply, and from that hour till this 
aftjoffnaikiifittiiti^ hfJMiei hcnoe^'iffeniloi^iiieard of 
llim.."fiO'''iij :i':f'>il 'Uhr [• >«; ^or.t^in ;': '^ / 

** Thou- baft,*' raWrShecheiii^ ^^fcvealed tome 
to aatonthitlial faife^ tJiis yonhg" ttiati • th i^y 
eftcmation!£kr aiboire- pieces. ^^ Yet' my-liitod'k 
be Wihidred fin confufioiy,' land iM^ iii^ doubts. 1 
would, for thy fake, bfe'^we^OT IfraeJitC': but 
^st€i«y<the»ktndFed of^ftienHflitp is alk>W€d^> 
and he fhall be to thee in place ofa brother.^ i 

r A heayy {i^aiMizpbi tbe.bdfoda of>£vd; hut 
&^ovyaa;jaffiable, i^rhaps 4U»wiiliag, to ^xpt'cit 
(fae fentihiishts.'it cont»tne4 * ^^^ i^uft go>'^ faid 
ShechcicRy.^f i^muft embrace the deliverer of my 
iau£^t^V«atid(diailkhim^iforifefviices I c^iinot 
ripay*^'^ lHed#feferfd0d itko thecoubting-houfei 
but Thdoiore t»d rstiTp^ to^ bis ;chatiibet f 'he 
followed him thi]th«r, and Without notice, hit. 
mind being tod much agitattd i^^dhiit of c6re^ 

mony. 
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mony, entered the room, buifUie apit>^^nce of 
Theodore made him ihriiik from theihtrofion. ^ 

He.was leaning on/ hi& hahds agadnfl theiRrin- 
dow, the pidurc, tied wi<h black ribbon, was 
lying on the ledge before him, and the tears 
were fuffered in filence xo fte»l down his checks. 
He ft^rttjd-at the -opening of thcdoOtf/ilittrricd 
th^ pj€lpre into hi^bofom, ami With.'an efibrt 
pvercqme the (orroyir. that filled hioii i^arly tb 
clioaking. He affumed comparative compofure, 
defiring Benfadi to «9l;er» as he had fometbing 
to comnMinicarte. 

' ^* I do not doiibt,. Sir^'*^ faiij he/vM y^OT 
Aaugbler has mentioned a -trifling fervica I oncb 
bad the happincfs to perfiotm, and which, I fear, 
has raifed in her tentler bofom a gratitude bor- 
dering on fofter fenfetion$. :I aim notignoranl 
of the motions of the fcuriaan heart. I can dif- 
cfiri) the pioyem^nts of pafiiori where a ccmimon 
pbferver may perceive nothing. You ^ill not 
therefore impute my fufpicion? to felf-flattery, 

wheipi 



when I fear that«your daug^cr is fufccptible, at 
kaft fhe feels the firft impreffion of paffion. Jr 
Mcn^f on the night of my examination, that 
ihe dwelt with eagernefs on every word I faid. 
I faw her eyes enkindle, her cheeks alternately 
flufli and turn pale; and though I knew not 
then the difietence of our religion, yet a barrier 
arifes £Dr ever between us.. How much more 
then is it rendered impoffibk, when religion and 
fortune unite to divide us : and though Ldo not 
love, your daughter in the common acceptance 
of the word,. I muft fly, for her fake, and my 
own*!* 

*« Not fo, not C), my fon,** repeated Shechcm, " 
** we will eflabliih an union of frieodfliip, pure 
as the aflbciation of Jacob's fons. Tear not thy felf 
away from an age4 fathef^ whofe grey hairs thou 
Hiighteft lead down to the gpave in peace, for to 
thy virtues I couid confide t^ greateft of trufts^ 
the proted^ion of my d&ughter. I have fuflered^ 
and know how tareveKnce forrow;. thine thea 
fliall be fiicred Conikleir if thy heart is fo de« 
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folate that it will not afford reft to afeftion— - 
coniicier if the charms of fociety cannot touch 
thee with fatislsMftion. From this moment thou' 
ftatt be poflefled of independence^ only remnia 
Withus."- ' • • V ' 



Theodore was overcome by' a friendflilp (6 
tinbound^; his tongue refofed • acknowledg- 
iri^T%, but he looked aflfentt aniBhechcm, t>6t 
willing to reftrain him by his prefefnce, returned 
to his. daughter, taking care riot fo hittt' at' the 
fufpicionsof Theodore, nor indeed to mention 
any thing that might lead td a fubjcfl he wifhed 
of all others to avoid. 



CHAlfe 
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CHAP. V. . .. 

I* .'-»; . * • • ■ ^ 

Lo ! dark fufplrixnis'rire like dlftant clouds, 
Aod as tb^ gsitfaer (hadow o^erthe day. 



O. 



'N the morrow Eve had broogbt' herfelf to 
that tone of temper which gave refignation to 
htf mind: and feminine' pride held her in 
filencr. Contented, if not happy, that Theo« 
^tofi remained in Ibe^ioufe, £he endeavoured to 
leconcile bejoTeH' to. the idea of being tiq^. inotq 
thin a nominal delation, diough many little o£l 
ficesrftie took delight to perform^ and the hymiK 
hfitiad* beard, wasiis&peated with pleafure mornt« 
ingmd .eyetijog... Bat tbou^ they now.fre^ 
i}iieo!l!lkcQhY^r(cdr,Hfreqtie|itly were .together^ no 
&n6ment 'BKarmer tbari £riehd(hipr>efcaped the 
lips off Thepdoreiinoc. did he feek io be in her 
company, though that company ever gave him 
pleafure, merely p^rhaps^ becafife there is an in- 
^iflblechafcm in Uie foft cotiy9ei;fitkib,of ^a^femalc^ 
which fafcipates the foul of man. ^ • 

■ r: ' . « Thou 



^ Thou fhalt witnefs," faid Shechem, oner 
evening, " a fecret fource of wealth which flow» 
in upon me, benefits mankind, and fupports a 
number of poor families, who muftotherwifc 
perifh from the earth. Thou; lovcft' nof to en- 
ter the ftreets, but under the darknefs of night, 
thou will't be fhieldcd' from dangen" 

After fome reflc<Sbion, Theodore cxxnfented/ 
and accompanied his friend into a narrow wind^ 
ing alley in Rofirmary Lane. About fifteetir 
paces up they turned inta a court, where flood ar 
houfe of extenfive dimenifioas^ but inifefable ap^ 
pearance, and furroundedwkh filth/ The very 
. dregs of Judah's tribes feemed gathered in ikVffL^ 
rieryspd, to which a fwine* houfe -vrould have bc^o^^ 
dean^ and to the grunting of whoierinbabi^oantr 
might |be compared the jargon of Dutch and ill 
pronounced. Hebrew; . The ragged groiipi the 
difgufting fcents^ and confuiion of dialed was 
iiiflBcient tO' ftartle a ftranger; a«id Theodore 
was 4ia«ing:back, till he recolk£ted'the folly 
of fear* 

Shcchem 
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Shechem led the way into the houfe^ and 
feated himfelf in a large chair at the upper end 
of the chamber, dark with the fmoak of feveral 
old copper lamps. Near a hundred of thefe peo 
pie entered, taking their feats on the benched 
Theodore compared them in his mind to a band 
e£ rdjbers met to confult depredations 01/ man- 
kind; or midnight confpirators, plotting trea* 
fon, and revolution of empire^ They feemed a 
chofen band for infernal proje£ks» and their ill 
locking countenances would have condemned 
them to the galleys. Nor w:as this an unapt al« 
luiion, from the ra^edneis and ill look of their 
perfons and garments, the difmal appearance of 
the place, dark as the regions of Pluto, with not 
one ornament to meet the eye : but this refiec* 
lion gave place to admiration at the b^evolence 
ef the inftitution* 

Two Jews borne down by many days, at- 
tended to keep order. Benfadi fat on a chaiff at 
Ae end of a large oak table, and feated Theodore 
en. a beach betide him. A man inftantty ad-^ 

vanced, ^ 
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.'vanced, aud drawing from his pocket a putfe^ 
laid it on the table, flopping a moment to confix 
iler, and in that moment^ Theodore thought he 
was indeed one of thofe his fancy had pour** 
trayed. 

** I borrowed of thee," faid the Jew, *' afumf . 
which trade hath enabled me to repay with iri^ 
terefts, and may all the childrensot the Hebrews 
be fo proTpered/'— Sbechem fmiled, and taking 
tbfi monqc, counted it over, wbilft soother inade 
an Qntt^ in a ;large bo6k.-r-Aho(b<r J^w ad> 
Tanceii^ iu& ' lirant. was. to b^rrowi;. he ib^ed the 
advantage 1^ iexpedied^ and received the fum^ 
Many more folbwcd on the fame grounds, and 
then advanced others who had ib.much trufled 
to them per month» with which they iiartoredv 
provided for their families, and for itsiife, till 
trade enabled them to return the principal, dc- 
,du£lcd to Shechfi^ a dividend' of their gain. 
Thisclafs waslhofe who hawk about the ftreetg, 
and trade, on a fcanty foundatioii* The laft, 
Jii^asvirniiaiber of the moll mifefable, together 
.' - ' ' with 



With boys and girls, who not being cntrufted 
with cafh, received daily from the treafures a 
qoantitjr of goods^ for-.^which they accounted at 
night) and alfo dttided their gains. By this 
Theodore learnt, that the whole houfe'was a' 
flore, and an inftituttoh w6r&y to be imitated. 

/* SttUQge,^' thought he, *< that a^idns Kfc« 
thefe ihbuM be biiried in<^lrv?dii, anild k^in a 
comer, whilft the charity of a fubfcription, 
bla^ds tm indded on the hoiUe tdt>, bik ifi khe 
kilcbetis of taverns'. This is a charity efta- 
bKChed on an inexhauftible fcmd, and may be 
fertned a fdf-exiftirtg inftitulion. . HbwmUcb 
ftettcr policy would it be to fubfcribe to induf-* 
try th*n to Idlencfs, by fupplying the mcan^Of 
lilbQwr. In times of fcarcity, ftireJyit is rtot t1ie ^ 
in^aylo ]^rocute plenty^ by becoming t>rodfgal 
of tht ftock in hand, but if f6bf<irititidhs went 
to provide coiiftant employ, to give bounties for 
bringirig thofe Articles to itMifkaiR^hich afc fent 
abroad, when.thp market 'price. 'at home Was 
€qm} to the market abroad, or under it by fo 

much 
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much as freight and tare, no man in his fenfet 
would take the hazard of cxpoi^tation. Thus nm 
real fcarcity could bq fdt. By the multiplica* 
lionofadle hands, the fource c^produ£tive la- 
bour is fapped: — ^The -old, the infirm, and the 
feeblc/ought to find relief and be excufed front 
labour. But the idle and profligate would be 
better redaimed by enforced employ, than by 
^ banging, tcanfportatioD, or fubfcription.!' 

• Theodore might be right, but lie was a little 
enthuGaftic, for who will give a guinea, but to 
procure himfelf pleafure, and where is the plea- 
sure In dropping a guinea by the way in our 
journey through life^ whilft who does not feel 
.the flimuks Gf latent pride tingle through hi$ 
fingers, when he fcts down Mr. — ^— — one 
pound, one, beneath my L>oiid Runagate, and is 
abfolutely in ^rint with peers and cow-keepers. , 

The bufmefs was concluded in two hours with 
great regularity, and when they returned home. 
Eve received them with a fmile^ and feemed 

pleafed 



pieafed that Theodore bad returned; in fafety 
from his firft excurfion, ihe invited them to 
a little fupper fhe had provided with her own 
hands, after which Hie entertained them with 
one of Handal^s famous pieces frpn> Alexander's 
&aft ; pronoimcing with an ezpreifion |\ot to be 
miftaken^ 

Lovely Thais fits beiide tliec, 

Take Ae goods tke gods pravidt thee. 

A deep figh,efcaped fronji Theodore, he became 
thoughtful, and foon after retired to his diam- 
ber. Buiinefs is the beft remedy againfl; alldif-^ 
eafes and afflictions of the mind,,which''arc; eidier 
the offspring of idlenefs, or nurtured by her to 
p^rfe£tion. The fecret nialady ivhich preyed 
upon Ti\epdoife, fcemedj in fom^ meafure to ad^ 
ncut reliff from emptoy; and even attime^to 
be whpUy abforbed amidft papers and accounts. 
Emplpy. UJcewifc furniflxcd » pretence of fre- 
quently aJ^entingbjmfelf from the too charming 
Jewefs, when the ahfencc of> her father Height 
haveembarraOcd thc;ir conyerfatioo. 

"He 



*^ He fttins me," would Eve fay to herfdf r 
"•^ he IS t3oo high-minded to love me. Alas ! he 
l>erhaps fighs for another; for Eliza. But who 
is Eliza — Yet. did he look on me with affec- 
tion, religion muft for ever flivide us* Were 
I certain he beheld ihe with efleem, [*fhiu4d be 
happy; ftrange, that he Ihould here bury him- 
felf from the world. And did I not think-it-. 
impoffible he could figh in vain, I fbould think 
he had been unfortunate in love. Myflerioas 
Theod6re, what caWb# your reafctos' for fo pro- 
found a fdcrefy, wWth evtn the jnterconrfe of 
friendfliip cahrbt pervade; atid above all, how 
fe thy life tii danger;"' ' 

• • ' '. '■ : r. '... ' • ' . _:' '■' •:: 

Sb^oirld- ftiif amifeT^ferfelf alcine, iiidul^ng 
that pafltlon ^idi fhe ought to h^ve ftruggled 
fo overcome, and which fhe fuffered to occupy 
Ae place of every other thought, though her 
eyes oAly reveakd'^the fcdingS of her mind. 
Jbr near three ih6nths no accideht intervened 
lb dSftUtttlieir tVariquiWtty, or check die in- 
creafing paflEidh of Efei Which Was ill confifldd 

withitt 
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.^thiri th^litnitSKof friend&ipj-and-^ve lier fa- 
ther many « parig for the weaknefi of his chiid.' 

' One.indming when Shechem was out, and 
Rebekah employed with Eve, a fingle knock at 
the door called the attenticH;i of Theodore, and 
he ventured to open It, A yO|ung man in black 
entered, and bowing low, Exhibited features 
which mourned' without o^cafion of drefs. 
When the door was dofed^ and he feated in the 
parlour, he hegan, after many apologies and 
much encouragement from Theodore, who pi« 
tied his confufioii. ' - 

**It is, fir,''faid he, ** I confefs, muchagainft 
my will to a^jr, where common report deals 
fo hardly^ but my requeft has been tlenicd by 
diofe whd oill thiemfdves Chriflians, and my 
kft refource muft be, where my lead hopes of 
£lccefs were {daced, and when I refie<ft on the 
terms I am gbing to propofe, I am obliged before 
hand to meet your deni^L** 

Vol. I. "If," 
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<^ If/' .foiij The^c^f •* yoa conceisie p^ 
to be connected v^ith ihe bofkieCs of M^. Ben-^ 
fadi» I oiuft correal your miftake: though Icaa 
reveal to him any matter you will tmft to Iny 
charge." 

" 'Ti$ enough," faid the youth* *^ you Sirt 
are young like myfelf,and will therefore syttend 
more kindly to what age might reje£l as iitiper* 
.tlnent. My father, fir, is lately, dead ; he Wa& 
in bufmefs, and I believed in affluence, from 
bis expences. I was his partner, aod thinrktng 
he would zSt with difcretion, mdde no fcriSitfiny 
into his conduct, nor exacted my portion of the 
iacome, believing it eftabliibed in the ftinds. 
From this deluCiop I wasj^roufc") byhi$dea(h9 
and the demands of creditors,, whofe clatltes I fa« 
tisfied till neaa:ly my laft guifuea bad beea ex-* 
haufted.-^On the ftrengjth'of my eftahlifbment^ 
I had iparried a young Udy, iictleufed to cBP 
trefs, but of a fweet&eis of 'dtipofition iwfaicb. 
forbears upbraiding, and (Sonverts oomplaints 
into comfort and confolation; the moje dif- 

.: treffing 



irefBng tb Wi afr itrmakes my fitubikm i can* 
not iadeed fiiy howitiiferabie. 'After mtich 
double, l hawetectiived an offi^r crf''dbb]i(htrieht 
s^lHxiiul^^ irhich will> be lucrative; 6\rt fbt wBicli 
I maft pay dowA a j^reA^m 1 ani unat/I^ tb 
Talfei and'bave ^Sttly tt) dflfef ihc^fectirity of niy 
bond.'* ^ -r, '■ ' :' •'^•, ^' ^ ' 

** And what,'* faid Theodore, " istobc- 
am^^oiy^vmf^^ or (iocs f^ego WiOrt&^P^ 

: ■ • ". ;i' f ' ;■ • •' ■ ' -.:>«.'-' ;f- ^'-1 ^ ^* 

'fi^Ty«?i« ^m'W^' S another *ixl- ffi^ 
chkf^ciaftifedf Aayttdoble; &c fain^t ^ to In. 
dia under a hundred pounds, a hundred pbunds 
are to me, a fortune. To feave her behind 
Wrings rtret6>iHc f3til,3ttffwni fureiyfcreik'the 
heart ^f thy^fuffeWAg^vi^fe; who infifts on ftiar- 
ing ftty fbrttrne, and dividing wrth tnb the toils 
Iittufl' fitflSi^ Tlie grief which you fee, f(^ un- 
inaq{fi3e^ ifi'iiQftfc^ i^t hSas,'6r can happen t6 
iof(4i^ but'l Ihudderto riftefton ih6 miferies 
rhave bmiightott a #dttiah, Whdrii'l 'jf^rizc more 
thanrtjexifbate.** * ' ' ' 

F 2 " Hold, 
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** Hqki^ I bpfeiBch Jqu,. rujf dear fir,^'^ cried 
Thepdoiv^ rifing up, and turning away &is face ; 
f * itris dangfs<:ps.to repi:efent your, wife in co- 
lours /b flowing) Wait .tU£ lifpeak to £^nfadi's 
daughter^ whp may p^rb^^sinflaotice herfatheir 
in yourfavoi^r, tbpxig^ jfoh lauft.adknowledge 
to lend money without fecurity» is not conisnoa 
with Jew or Chriftian/* 

^« X,^{ coip^,". i^id Tlieqdipr^,r.«fi entering 
the room where Eve fat, *^ to a(k a favour of 
my {JOa-."-:" . And what/* ft|4 Ey«ft]WuJhing, 
" can na^y^^other afk,. , wUwK I Mifl.lK* iwil- 
lingly grant?'* , ^ ,. ^ , 

. 5* I api then>*' jctuijQed'ljfr^ ^\ tp gef itiofi, m 
fevour of :two peripnsjMToughj: tOjdiftrefij ^nd 
who feel £>r each dth^r that foft iipntifne^t of 
union^ which dpujbles to eadi their f^fieringSy 
becaufti the other pfiriake?. \i^ jfljor^, rit is a * 
yxjung man who ni^ift he t^n fropi ;htf l^loWd 
larifef from ^ber^/wh^. (hoij^d gjiye value to his 
days, and fmile upon his exertions with. joy. — 

^ He 



^. 
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He niuft drag out bis life in dimes impregnate 
with pefttlence, and be debarred every inter- 
coorfe of love, imlefs you can Xave him, and 
take bis fimple word for reimburfcmcnt." 

The cheeks of Eve glowed with a tiiit pure 
as the rofe of Carmcl, her eyes darted a glance 
of undifguifed meaning at Theodore, and with 
inexpreffible foftnefs (he aiMwered. — " Is it pof- 
Ablc, Tlicodore, you can fo well paint the paf- 
fion of love in others, and not have felt it your* 
fclf-^Ah ! I fee you muft have loved, — ^I will 
part with my watch and my jewels to free &ofe 
for whom you plead, from diftrefs/' 

'. Theodore i^^as confiifed at a fpeeeh, fo uiiex- 
pe£tedly kind and sdmoft* unejquivocal. He had 
been touched by the (lory of the young man, 
he felt the blood mount kito his. cheeks, bat 
fome refleftioDS crowding to his mind, he figh-^ 
e(^ as he ufually did, wb^n he feit wha.t he could 
not exprefs; and thanking Eve. for her good*^ 
nefs» prppofed that (he (hould mention,. it at 
F 3 dinner 
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^ianer to her father, and he woohi defire the 
young man to cailNigibin in .the evening. ^* And 
iRrhy this form," faid Eve, *♦ fa rely you may 
command a fuin to ten times the amount, and 
J will be yourfecurity/* 

** And ten times I thank you,^ returned he^ 
^* for fo high an opinion in my £ivour : Imt, too 
lovely girl, beware, that gratitude does not lead 
you into error. I was deftitute when your fa* 
ther took me in, 1 was profcribed the haunts of 
mankind when he received rtie^ and did you 
know roe, perhaps you would Shudder at my 
prefence, or fly from me as « [rfagae.*' 

After a confcffi<»i like this, which circum- 
ftsmces had wrefted from him, fee haftened away, 
leaving Eve moi^ bewildered and confufed thah 
fhe had ever yet been. Fbr what could render 
bJm dJnoxlous to fodety, butihe commitalof 
fomc crime, and that crime muft be high in the 
fkle of guile, which ihouM lead him to fuppofe 
that friends who valued Wnft fo greatly,, would 
' then 
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thc9 diet^ 2(nd fhun htm ; in vain fbt firove to 
briiig (biDf? criQie before, her view, that (hould 
mife in b^r mind this idea of horror ', bat whe* 
th^r it lalas.that toThcodore^ whofe ad^iom ap* 
, peavcdr iocapabl^ of. guile, fhe could not impute 
anjTi thing had,' {he could: affix to hiai no one 
a^ion amounting to fuch a fttppofit4o»r-«-She 
^va&ftroogly tempted to endeavour tx> draw his 
ftcret from him^ She repented nothafving fol-* 
lowed the opening he had given her, which was 
th9 6fi(k tim&bebad evec faid fo much, and (he 
tberefere hoped he might again be drawn mtp 
the (ame fisbjed. 

Whilft thefe reflexions agitated her mind, 
Shi^chiim returned ; but I know not how It is, 
that in affiiirs of the heart, children, vyho make 
no fecret of any thing befides, conceal with fe- 
dubua anxiety every relation to matters of love : 
fo it was with Eve, who, whilft flie treafurecf 
up forrow to herfclf, endeavoured to conceal 
itTnom her father, and of theconverfation of the 
morning, related only what concerned the ftran^ 
. F 4 gcr. 
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•gcr, Wh^n Theodore appeared at dkiner, 
Shechem enquired with a fmile, what was the 
name of the ycatli, whofe fituation he had fo 
pathetically defcribed to Eve — ** It was^pUier/* 
*' Collier F" repeated the Jew, ^^he-h a wine 
merchant^ and-as be fays,, has' manrie(} a yotntg 
womao, who is, tr^uly the ornament of her fez« 
This is weU> for in this world fo many impos- 
tors afTume the form of the good,- that caution is 
required in liftening to tales of diftref$» H^ is 
an excellent young maor^nd when hq married/ 
the world thought he might have done better ; 
as the young woman was without fortune, her 
father having {hot himfelf in a fit of defpair." . 

The cheeks of Theodore became pale, his 
knif& fell from his hand, and with difficulty he 
reached, and tremblingly he draak part of a 
glafs of water; for at Shccbem's table the un- 
adulterated element fuperceded fermented ji- 
quor. Eve tremblingly enquired what had fo 
fuddenly affefted him,, whilft Shechem leaned 
hack in his cMir fUently wondering. 

*« I amt 
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♦* I am pcrfcdUj; well nowj** replied- Theo- 
dore, ♦* it was only a ftart of my ancient di^ 

" l.stoi glad of it,'* returned Shechem^ '^ let 
us now confider how Colliet can receive oui; 
affifHtlce. I baye . a quantity cff Lilbon goods^ 
^bkhfl k^wbe underRands ; upder my eye 
he might be again eftabli(hed in bufinefs ; :and 
that he may not coniider himfelf my fervant, 
feul tmy retain his felf-itnportancer wh.ich is the 
%irit of indaftry,' I wHlpropofe becoming his 
pane«t,, apd ,^c} ^ the.defe^ion of (lock, ihaUl 

*^ Admirable F" cried Theodore, *• he will 
HQt-ilkyli be (iartediroi1i'bi^yrif<^» he will remiiin 
in. a; cpuniry-wfeplie^, after every, drawback, a 
lai^f )poni$>n;o£goodrIeJ9ift$ t¥%i \^ tp;b4^nd 
Mwiy'Otbdf b^oc4tb UiQ^cif^le'Of fHe\.^^av^i;i& 
tie^wilEb^: biefioc^ and ^Ifi how 1>T^&edih.fthe 
endearments of k- wife wh6 lovts biip^b^j^ond- 
--.'■ .^; .<f:u:' i ■'.r'Si^l: :i ^ ' ..wbich 
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which this eardi cannot prodace a fnperior feU- 

" Thou fpeakeft," faid 5hechem, the tears 
trickling from his eyes,* " a^ one wfa(»bad 'Ex- 
perienced, but fcft the good iti que(Hon< I my* 
felf.onee iiiras happy with a woman whom I 
lovtd, ihe was the counterpart of E^e ill p6r- 
ftm and manners.*' 

** T^hen," replied Theodore, ♦* yt^ mtrft 
have been happy. I- have never ventcH-ed t6 
enquire h6w yoti were depri^ of heY, b«^ufe 
J too well know the barbarity ef-tbtadiitig tig 
grie6 of this nature." 

ThE eyes of Eve kad been raifed witli fweec* 
ietSfio the face of Theodore at the eomfdiment 
be h^ made her, but they wei^ tonufdiawaf 
in {ortcfw-H^0^ d^ej^ dejdftiofi, Ate obferved, 
Wbi^MiJ^^^^J Td ^i» 4oeftion, Sbechem 
jmfweredi '^ that bis wife had been' alBQiffiaated 
by a .bya4itti, carried from his boiife, and loft 

to 
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to him' forever/* He ha J not time to (ay more>^ 
ere Theodore had clofed his eyes, his features 
exprefled a feeling not to be defcribed", fie fecm- 
cd to tremble through hts fi^ame, and firuggle 
Witfi fome viplont emotion. 

Id lefa than a manute he arofe to quit the 
room without fpeaking, when Shechem caught 
him by the arm— " Tell me," cried he, «* O 
Theodore, wheDce'*— — The interdiftion ' of 
Theodore inftantly crofled hi*i, he ftoppcd, not 
dsH'ing to continue jh^ )^nteri<^ttoi>, for though 
this myftery was (IreadfuUy (>ainfu), he could 
nor hazard the lofs of one, who in eyery thing 
elfe was fofolted as a companiof^ to his age^- 
aiKl a charader farety founds Theodore broke/ 
Irom him with commanding rieiblution, and 
hurried to indulge in private the excefsofhi^ 
feelings, leaving Eve and her father fub}e<9: to. 
variety of painfill oonjeAuie. 

«* I havtJ obferved/^ faid Shechata, "^ that 
th^feaiefKHiitsyhkbtoBchour friend totbefoul^ 
F 6 vrbich ' 
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which afk opoir him with the velocity :o( elec- 
tric fire, producing emotions that can only artfe 
from exceffive calamity, or fecret guilt. I have 
marked that the* mention of violence ftrikes 
him with horr#r, and thoa hafl feen how ha 
hath been moved this day:, firft, by the men* 
tion Oi fuicide, and' laftJy^and ni.Qftly>=by l»ur- 
den" ' ■. -■ /. . . 

** O hor^dP*^ criied Eve, clapping her hand^ 
together, ** whi* is it you fufpefit?' What 
dreadful i^a da y0io kad v^6 to ? . Can Theodora 
poffiWy be guiky of the blood of man. . H«j| 
whbfe every word, IoqIc^ and a<5tioR, are kiodr 
nefs, gencrofity, and benevolence. Yet this 
very day he told mc^, if I kn«w him, I (h<^ld 
ihudder at his prefence, and &y from him as^ja 
^plague. Oh, dreadful refledion ! " 

** I would," replied Sheche^v *^ be far from 
attributing or fufpcSing guilt, but truly I can- 
not form to myfelf any other anfwcr to his 
pftcntimes Grange behaviour ; and th<5 only jyay 

lean 
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I dm admit ;. his lanocaiee) is b|r 6ipp<^xng^a4^ 
rai^ii)£»t of mind fcprh grief, durihg wbicb 
the idea^qf'fctoc bomd arif»e j, bath) fos impirefle4 
itfelf on.bis fen&^ that when any readm^poin^ 
is touched, he Aarts as tf actually ^ilty," 

, ♦' Yoa^ have ^-eallyi eafcid mej*' returned 
Eve; " indc^ y^u knp^ net bow mftch I 'Wfa^f 
affeiSted at the. fvippofttioo, that be codM b« 
capable of a crimejfbrepjiignant to nature, and 
in future let us beware how we trifle withfeekr 
ings not yet properly fubducd*** " 

. Sbechmn fmiM al: the fopbiftry. with whid^ 
|iKS daughter was witting %9 be (atisfied, whilft 
in his qwn mind, he was more tliaa ever con^ 
^med> froiia Jeading cyidei^cq, ihat.Thepdore 
was foniehpW-<»ni;^4^p4 yrit^jl^s^higheft c^ 
cnmcSf: The time i tli^t , be. had i ^(?fcu^ ^ his 
daughter, he had been concealed in th^, wqc^* 
When examined for forgery he had obftinatcly 
refufed his namey at fhe hazard of imprifon-- 
mpnt. - At the time of l{^.fifft actiu^ij^tm^oej,^ 
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was w^dering the fti«t&' at At bdwr of iiii£> 
flight, $^d add to this his. diifiieofcDiioeBiInmir^ 
and imolttiitaiy cmotioosy when the difeourfe 
tended tluK way ; and every collateral eridence 
was clean Yet (o many vdrtues (hone in hit 
anions, fo high a fenfe of juftice di£Uted his 
words, that if gtfilty^ it mulk be udincentionally 
fey and therefofemor*By'miidcent. Thus, by 
another fophiftn, he reconciled tohimfelf re- 
tatnir^ in his houfe a man h& fufpeAod of niiir-> 
der.— ^ • " 

His chief concern was for Eve, whom he 
ikw> nocwithftandinj; Theodore's fuppofed en- 
gagements, and the reftridions of refigion, {KU 
encourage fentiments which fapped the founda-^ 
tionof'her ha{>iunefs, and which iio expediient 
offered to renM3ve^, Vni by porting- with itsob*<> 
}e&, or {b8ering their'marriage fpSte xjf rellgioni 
aiidhw. f 

Though a Jew, ftilled in the learning of tfii 
TidAnid Mid Mofidc law, he war without thofe 

prejudifcs 
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preJQdices that attend on fu^rftition* He faw 
dearly, that when thoTe precepts were firft in- 
fittnted, they Weep defigned as a preventioa ci 
eommnnicatioii between the Ifraelite axld Hear 
then, left by the influence and interchange of 
the ibfter fex, they might be led into the praC'i^ 
tice of idolatry. Yet now, taking up the aiga«- 
ment in a religious way, the danger exifted no 
longer; both Jew and Chriflian agreeing in the 
chief article of worihip, though divided about 
what the xinderftanding of neither can compre- 
hend. In a civil light, man was created for 
the fociety of m^n. The didinSion of king* 
dom and people was childifli, and fit only to in* 
fult the underftanding. But whltft he in- 
dulged himfelf in thefe fpeculations, he avoided 
hinting to Eve, that there was a. poffibility ihe 
fhould ever become the wife of Theodore, that 
die unattainability of the obje£k might blunt or 
deftroy the ardour of hope: for however he 
might have wi(hed for fuch a cfaarader (fo hr 
as obfervation could judge) as his fon-in-Iaw, 
under the ptetknt drcumfiances he could not 

have 
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haye allowed it, had even the affi^Aions . of 
Theod<$r€ been placed upon her, which he be^ 
}ieved= was far &om the cafe^ as the obfervition 
he had made- when be ^entered r hii chamber 
abruptty, and the words, O Elizdy- which his 
daughter had heard, ledhrm to conclude Com 
{>rior engagemenl retained bioi. 






CHAP. 
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CHARVL * 

'" • •'■:'■ . • '• • .^ 

A HEODORE, awhile overcome by the 
(hock he had received, gave way to a burft of 
gtief, that amounted nearly to diflra&ion ; for 
though paffiom n(ia]r> by tbe. efforts of reaibn^be 
borne down» and perhaps finally overcemei- yet 
wiien accident lets them loofe» confideration and 
refle&ion fly before thbm. 

As calmnefs began to fucceed, he once morer 
determined no longer to remain where, thotrgh 
hb prefence gave pleafure, it was alloyed by 
pain. Yet to go wit|;^oiit. explaining his con- 
du^y he feared woi^ld brand him with ingrati- 
tude, and he trembled to reveal the fecret which 
defiroyed every approach to ^ace, andwhicbi 
when unemployed, was the fubjeA of every 

thought.. 
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thought. Thus he lingered in determination 
till his defire to depart became weak, and t]4e 
barren profpeft of again. beiog-caft on the world, 
where be might wander through life without 
finding another 399i»di, (kteroHtied fols (lay; 
though had he known Ac dark Tirfj^icions of his 
benefa£br» no argument could have held hioi* . 

The approaching bouri when. Mfv Cpliii^ 
w^ to retur.n^ awi|k^i(i6d hio^ to the b^f}ri^6^^£ 
life i an4 coppering the r^tjf^m of p^tuipb^MsHIt 
Oit hi^AOQiitenaiice,; \c^ Jetcencled. ta tlxe seimN 
htg: fooai* EnfUy ac tke bont appoiafied ifar 
young man kiKxrked at the fbor^ aod mlbstei 
with timidity. 

^< Ijaip ddStieft/' fatd he» <« feaffuLof alking 
mf doooi, convinced' that my expc£kations were 
Fomantk, and not within tlie limits of cuftom." 
Theodore ftatedt^ biixrthe propofiiLof Benfadiy 
foftrning die obligation, by iayingt that bis 
pdafttr liBJoiced at an opportvmity , wkkh he had , 

feaxed. 



feared yrxjfald not ba^yc prefented, of entering 
inio a line fo lucrative. 

•• I am overwlwkned,"" cried the young nian ; 
*< I affi ilHleed unable to tliank you* Conceive 
lay f(?eUngs at this moment, yfbic^, ^n^bled tq 
rexnaia in the fociety of a virtuous woman, with 
ptdCpe^ of providing £qx any children we may 
have. Think, Sir, with ypurfelfy what I bav^ 
fuSered ; tormented with Uie horrid profpe^ 
of brine:ing: into liie, b^ifigs lo be doomed to 
mifery and ail the wants of poverty. But for«> 
give me* 1 can fcarcely britevemy feiifes^ for 
that a Jewfhould adlthe part of fo much philan* 
thropy confounds me with wonder.'' , 

Sheebem being ai^ized of Collier's prefcncf^ 
baftened to fettle the preliminaries of the en«- 
gagement ; and whilft he beftowed a favour of 
fo much importance, launched out inlx>the be- 
nefits he expeded to r^eive himfelf. Thus 
will tnie beoevolen^y when cUig^ to appear* 

foften 
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foften tb the rcccivct the humirtation of ac- 
knowledgment. 

Theodore frequentfy attended the ftorehoufe 
in Rofeniary-lane, teing now more bold in ren- 
turing through fhe ftrects; and had, on emer^ 
gency, carried letters to the office on foreigii 
poft nights. It was one Tocfday night that he 
was returning, at near twelve o*clock; when k 
cry of murder, in a bye lane, alarmed him, and 
he inftantly haftcned to the frot, whcp he per^ 
<:eived a man ftruggling vitfa a woman, wha 
called abud for help. 

.- • • 

«* Stand off,^ cried he to ITicodore 5 " fhc 
is my wife. I have caught her this night with 
a gallant at a tavern, and will do.tnyfelfj.uf* 
tice." ;- 

." Liften,*' faid TTieodore, " to a man who 
hadHoft.the.pQwer of attending* If fuch.bc the 
xondttft of your wife, let her gQ; fur^ly'^ 

crime: 



crimfeU no authcM-tty to 'you ;to<jekectttc Vtn-t 
geance.'* . . . ' .t 

r • *<' D— n her^,^^ cri^*e, '^ fte hai robbed hi^ 
td'give lo her^ paraiiiour; '{he has- AsQIed mjf 
bed ; (he lisis mined me^ ; oiid'ttiai'dSel bj^Hea^ 
ven, (he (hall^ic/* :.:: . i : ! .• > 

' Tbeodofe attempted to ftayhh ait», which 
Was lift^- up' vAiti a knife in hi& hafid^ at the 
&ne titoe dtUkig fdr ;iffiftaiiceJ Bvtt th^ huf^ 
band, ftrerigthened by rage and injurad hbnOor^ 
pluQ^d the fatal Weapon into her body, arid in 
repeating the ftroke, ftabbed'ili^ofb (whb 
had thruft himifelf between them) ihta'tlie 
ihoulder. 
• .... I ...... I .... . .^^ 

A number 6f ftragglers came running for^ 
ward at the fame .time^ and with difficulty fe-^ 
cured thb'^lAaifift ; carrying the wounded wbi 
iifi^ to M hofpital, and Theoijore to Benftdih^i 
foi' the woumd was tirade Jn'^a dang<|«)ili dirfee^ 
tion, and h'e found himfetf dcken-'t tod turnf 

faint. 
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faint. ;Xhe good Jew w^ abnned at the ap- 
peai*ance of fo many ftrangers before his door at 
that hour ; but recoUe^ng that he had neither 
loftfar Jmpalqaieitit'fQr tbegjory of iMaboinet, 
oer H :^iUle toafting .for the- g)oi!y. of GbrtfV 
tiad'ttjff hev^turedta enquire ia p^rfoti^ zni 
felt no little concern at the ittfytcoSiMn. 

Theodore wi|s.<2j^yeyBd<lx>.be4, and a fur- 
g^n^iyhQ liyed^&t :no grpit diftf»ic9> :rf<5^|br:DD 
^^fttbl^ W<H3nd: ^^f. whether «!i?iQg:^its4pi-' 
fluence^ 6r ^ pe^fUiiFUitfon exoited in hi$ j)aii|id 
hj the adion pf mprdery i$ unknown^ bfat pef- 
h^ both combined to make him U^t hioaded} 
l^re jtlie airriyat of 4he ftirg*l**« ' . 

That gentleman examined the wound, which 
be proiiounced ^urabk ; and 1>eing a mail of 
humanity^ and calUog his eye round on the 
b^^enoefs of the diamber, ^n^^ilired :if the 
y6uth had friends who would b^ anrweraid^ ftr 
tHe charge«» for if.not> be wo|^d imkleftakfe did 
taik for nothiiHg. : Iflte eye of ^e^Ha beaiacd . 

a glance 



4^Ua\ec of plcaftire, but his attention Was to6 
Ittfech fikcd on Theodftrc to reply ; dhd tht fur- 
geon, who had combined with the name of JeW 
every concomitant of parfimonious meannefs, 
eafily.Jitcdtitited ki '}ke exj^tl^Sb^'of f^t!)^c^ 

• lik flrij^pfftg farm, to eicamine the Wound, the 
hihKiM^ t>('6lijre, beifbte mentioned, was difco- 
Wi«a, th^'carfe 6{ Wltlih^Schfeciiem tctolc upon 
hlihJfelf ; arid tJfc/u^H Wi ciirlofitjf' ^^as ^^reat 'to 
knytt'-aiiy thlti^^reiittV^e tb his 5i26tin^fKend,-1iii 
prtfeim-fltttation i^tiirtdthe whole <^f' his at- 
tention, and '' the ^pditnftlt' W^ carefully lecureci 
fa his pbtket4K)Q|» '" 

.Rdtek-ah Was Ifcft t6 talce ealc dF Theodore, 
wlt9ft ^echi^th,^ having difitiifled his vifitors^ 
hiRtniA to inform his daughter of what hacl 
hs|>petied, to^wievent the ill confequences which 
fudddhf' itfforfhatiott might produce. But Eve 
had^ alrekly ti^^n alarmed; to unufual a ()iftur- 
bance had dcftrtjyed every (wcet image that 

fmiled 
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^fmiied on bcr ^mbcrs, and ih^ ayjroke coafofcd 
and affrighted with thQ:i4ea of flie knew n^t 
what ; , 

,^p^ed Rebekah;^ but R^bcfeah was. too 
hr diftant to hear, and feyeral rooms were to b^ 
pafled : befide the ndfe foon ceafed to be Joud, 
though now and then ihe fancied ihe could 
diftinguifh a groap of diftrefs. Every jjooment 
fhe was ready lp brave -^he^^aqger^ and-fly to be 
fatisfied; but evjery. mqment i^^ hedtate^i ex- 
pe£ting her father ^pr . Rebj^ah vvpuU cQiaej 
Trembling, and in the conf^jllon fo natural, oq 
fuddenly waking fromHeep, fbehad,atteitpted 
Co drefs, but darknefs and fear^todkfrom her the 
power, and at length, having gained the door as 
ihe was, (he be^t forward to catcUipme foiled, 
when (he diftinguiflied — " H^ will, do w»ll ^ 
the wound is notfo dangerous as might have 
bee^ expe<acd.'* Her father*s reply left her na: 
room to -doubt who it was that was -wounded; 
and fbc futik back on her bed, repeating faintly,' 
^' Ah ! he is killed, he is killed. '? 

■ ' '■ ■ In 
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In tilis fituation*ShecheiQ beheld the beloved 
daughter of bis foul : he caft himfelf upon the 
bed» and for a moment indulged in unavailing 
complaint. His voice it might be reaching her 
gentle fpirit as it was about to depart, recalled it 
on its journey, and wit^ a figh of ** O my fa* 
ther ! O Theodore !** (he opened her eyes. 

" I thank thee, O Heaven !" cried the parent, 
" my daughter ftill lives. Eve L my beloved 
Eve ! recall thy ftnfes and be compofed." 

** Is he not dien dead?" murmured flie* 
" Dd you not deceive me ? Will he live to be 
mine?**— <* What aflceft thou ?" faid Shechem, 
not knowing whether to impute this queftion to 
reaibfi or delirium : ** h this youth then fo ne* 
ceffioy to thy exiflence ?" 

^* Ah !" replied Eve, hiding her face With her 
hands, ** is it then neceflary for me to confefs 
my weaknefs? Cannot you read in my anions 

Yq%..L^ G the 



Ihp fentim^nts pf my nann} I l&U l»11 roe vrfiat 

«< TbeodpFGi'' znbfftr^A Sh^em» {ireffag 
her hand hetwc^a hji^ '* baft been flJij^tljr 
vr^unded by s^ mmi who w^ qManrellic^ wiA 
hh wife, hat will foon rQCov^« it Ul4te, or I 
woi^d fpeak to thee on a fubjedt of even more 
ittoment;^&r truly I fear the viK>¥tiidl iali^y bo- 
im Vill he far giore dtScult to cure." 

Eve held down her head ; perhaps aihamed 
oO^vieg fftid fi) much: and Sheohem rejoicing 
^hat flie had recovered her xeafiui^ bade bet 
g^ nigblu vetuming to k^Ahokr Theodore 
];6(bd* Th^ fligbt ^licbna tiEbteh. bad Mt fir A 
a^^Jced tbiB ^iforderod iHind of tibAlbffeFCs^.bad 
indeed fubfided, hut a fey^ begai^to hurn ia hi»' 
veins, and parched his mouth with thirft. Re- 
bekah attea49d with care to his wants, and v^as 
reb:^{lantly p^fviaded to relinqulfliheroflSace^o 
the benkignaot Jew, who perfilted in attending 
him through the night ^ counting tjU coorning 

the 



THEODORE CyPHOW; I2J 

Ac hours by his ^ghs, and^y reflexion that 
numbered up the evils he had fviffered, and the 
diftrefs gathering to overwhelm him in this at* 
tachment of his daughter; / / ■ 

A difturbed kind of fleep had dofcd the fenfes 
of Theodore; and Shechem, forthefirft tirac^ 
remembered the portrait, which now he took 
from his pocket-book to examine, wPrh fome di(^ 
tant hope that it mligbt lead to a di(covery of 
moment. It was clegtndy fct in gold. But 
bis attention was much more engaged by fea- 
tures tiiat, taken altogether, were lovely, thougli 
each detached, could not have claimed fepe- 
ifertty. There appeared a mildnefe of eiopnef- 
fien tfiat,.even in a^pi^ifeorev engaged tko heart, 
and the tout enfemhU exhibited a mki^ ftt peace 
with itfelf and mankind, untied by paffion, 
tiiHfubdaed by Ai'is^mne. Thie features >were 
Kghti «f(d chekes^aA l^ti^poition,* aeoovidiBd^witti 
the liirractoy thatiJ*v«(t hcwe^th them. Behind 
was vti %3itermix^fe of ha}r> and* in gold jietlei4 
4|$)e^n^Ie^nftaie-G^ £tiz«i, Which 'Coq)^ coiifvey 
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no intelligence ; and all that ecmje,(9:ure trpuld^ 
fiincy, acofe from the value of the trinket, which 
could not have been the purchafe of one in even 
middling circumfiances. 

It was plain, however, that this Eliza was 
dear to Theodore, and that Ev^e could have lit-, 
tie return of affeftion to hope. He faw that 
thus every conceffion to friendftiip only tended 
to grief, and that neceifity demanded, the facri- 
ficf of banifliment, which vre^l^ j*"^&'^^ "^?i^^ 
eafy on the part of Theodore, and time on that 
of his daughter. Furfuing this idea, and once 
fuppofitigthey muil part, he determined to bfave 
the interdidlion, and wreft at oncq a fecret 
wWclv excited the extreme of curiofi|:y, ftppre- 
'henilon, and wonder. 

The morning dawned upon thofe refle£lions; 
be afofe from the bed, and cafting bis eye upon 
the tops of the fbipping and the diftant hills, ad- 
Ihiring the profound iilence which reigned on a 
ipotj where buftle and the fons of commerce 

were . 
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were ihortly to aft, when bis attention was 
drawn towards a light ftcp which paffed along 
the paflage, and to a whifper which calictl the 
name of Rebekah. 

' He opened the door, and a deepblufli covered 
the pale cheeks of £ve> whtlft (he rautteringty 
afked if Theodore was .better, faying, {h6 
thought Rebekah had been there, and enquired 
a her father would not retire, left his own 
health might be endangered. 

•* Ahl Eve, Eve!" faid Shechem, in a mourn- 
ful tone, •* thine eyes tel] me tliey have been 
ftrabgersto flcep; and thy feet have betrayed 
thee to where thy thoughts have been wander- 
ing. It' is a dangerous Indulgence ; but I will 
give thy heart the high' gratification of watch- 
hlg the flumbcrs oJF its prcfent irimate. There* 
^ is always a time to be miferable, though few are 
the moments allotted to happinefs/' So faying, he 
paflcd her ; and Eve, trembling, yet pleafed, fat 
down en the trunk near the bed, fixing her eyes on 
G3 the 
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|b^ face of Th€todere> who now anfl thea 
moaaed In his fleep, without Uttering afeaitencd 
.ofdiAin£tion. 

The fond tender girl wept at the unknown 
troableikefuffered under; and naturally Feinem<» 
bering the Hate when Sie firft hikd- feed hiitf^ 
when {h<s funk infenf^bte i^tblrif arm$^'*f O/' 
£Md ihey << that I C9uld4then^ave icApHeffifd^hiifi 
wUh th^fe ibntimeat^ i^is j^rcfent infenfifhitity 
infpires in me] But £lkurl tMlovel/^ toohilKfjf 
EKza!" 

<< Who, where,"^ faid Thecdoi^ ft^ting 
Iroui his ileepi ** who tells me of Eliz^ V* Evd 
was too confufed to anfwqr; {he had been bc^ 
trayed ijoadvertejatly. to expre& her dioughtf 
aloud»,afi4 dreading that he nngiathate h^ird a 
oonfeffion, which (or worId$ fte would not wil« 
liugly ha?e made^ ^e turned haftiiy round to 
the window. 

- . ..'Slim* 



'^ •* I have beeadreattiihg," . faid Thcdiore, re* 
<rovering himfei£, ^< but hem Ihall I tllatik yod 
for this kindnefs? I am Wrn to be trouble- 
feme/' 

•* & isr hOF tttmhle to We/* repli^ th^ 
** mtUlfig on tfi« friewd of mf father: be is juK 
^dn^ after rematoing with yo«i moft part of the 
night. Do yoQ find yo<irfetf any better ?" 

V ^» I know liot,^* he rWi^nrt ; «* I feel a coiv^ 
fofion iiiiTfy lieads I atfii pirrche^ With iAi\t{i\ 
tai the mitmi h wty little jfnkifaL''*-^* I 
hope," faid Eve, <* qutetk^efs wiH 80 much for 
your recovery ; let us not talk." Theodore 
would have obeyed ihas ^ittle fnjuDftkm^ vt% he 
ibund hknfelf unable to fupport a converfatton ^ 
but pitting his hand upon bis bofom^ he miSkd 
the pi£ture of Eliza, and enquired eii^rly if 
Eve had found it. 

> 

She had not. <* I am tbei> undone," cried 

hC) '' I have loft the only jccuains of EKza 1— I 

G 4 have 
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have loft the image of the moft excellent of 
women, and now let me die;" 

^« Not fo," faid Eve, with emotion. <* If 
you have loft one, is there no other who can 
compare with .her? Is there no other of equal 
tcndernefs or charms for you? at icaft there 
may be thofc who can love you as well." — " I 
fear/* replied Theodore, ** I trouble you with 
my forrows; your heart attributes too much to 
gratitude^ Think then of me, my fair (ifter, 
as one fo profcribed from returns of affection} 
that to repofe in you my confidence would be to 
excite your eternal hatred.** 

** Impoffible !" faid the trembling, msrid. 
** There is not a crime I can fuppofe yoo 
guilty of which amounts to any thing like it; 
and let mc fay farther, I am well aflured your 
fancy muft exaggerate, and that whatever preys 
on your fpirks, undermines your health by be- 
ing conffned to yourfclf ; endeavour then to live 
for us.** ^ 

Silence 
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' Silence enfued; Theodore brooding over 
iK^baf hung upon his mind and on the words he 
had heard fccirn Eve. He kneW that ctrcum-*' 
ftjudces fbrm^ a barrier infurmountable to their 
^niQi% bad he wi(hed it himC^lf; but whath^ 
fell for Eve furpafled not the limits of a tender * 
afie<^ion — friendfliip foftened by the diferencc 
.of fex; and though he might in other fituations 
have yielded to the paffion (he evidently had for 
him without reluAance, nay with, pleafure, 
(for he Bid not believe, like fomeof our law- 
Biaking anceftors, that a man marrying a Jevir ' 
merited burning alive) it was npw a matter of 
grief, which flight alone couM end« 

To ftrengthen this refolution» he emnnerated? 
the confcquenccs of his night's adventure. I» 
cafe the woman (hould die, he muft appear a» 
evidence ^inft the mufderefr be (huddered at 
fuch a fituation; for the man bad been injured 
iaa^aytwbich muft roufe up every fparkof 
refentment, muft kindle rage and revenge un« 
quenchable in the bofbni of a feeling man: but* 
G 5 above 
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ibcnre thif ^ there wa« fdmetbitig in hif mind 
which aitiptiefoed in the afikioit^ though jnHVf 
eenfurdfctey and Aatcb'as otfgM to^be IWir to tM 
punifhment of {mbitc juAtee. ' Yt« h«i«e p«MM 
j«(K^ wa^ incorapeierit; what codld^y^p^ tH 
injury fuiered ? oft die oo(itraiyy fliame woold 
affix itfeff on the fufferer, and a^d the ftigiM 
of rtdicole to the feelings dl the^ unfemmalt 
man» 

■'.'■'" . ' . 

Thus t\vo powerfiil argmnents urged TIiko* 
dore tx> determine on ^fli^t from the aiyiam^tt 
firiendfhipyadded impatience to his coofincnieiiey 
and trouble at tiie oeceffity thcrfc was of appear-* 
ing ungrateful towards Benfadi, and unfeeling 
Kow^fda the tender girl^ who was hourly adding 
to obligations already burdenfixue. 

Theft i^firdidos M(;y:dtfd his cmre td caofr^ 
dss^ble length; the oare^ the fttrgoon havings 
hapfuly overcome^ ill ks commencemQiit,' diet 
fever #htch.direateBed to becfdjangeitnarconiit^ 
qnctocL Eve was eooftunf in iyer attfetubacci 

die 



t!v^ diftitol ctiannllc^r jippeafed ^rofeirabW to ber 
dwh ; tbd diirk ^Mdky wsilfc ^ grated wii»« 
dof^ ^x^tl^d M di^uft m b yovng Isriy of 
iKifieteen. 80 Wtie if \Si that \frith the cAjeft of 
ail^iori, t!(i^' exl^r^l things of this life bcGoim 
^1y fetondary configurations; 

T*hcodoreiearrtt the <feath of die wttbaiT* Tb6 
im^&iid itai impfifoned, andlw wasfiibpiened at 
prfAcipal witfltft,' tbfi t^ia>ftan*Ag over till hbre* 
eovery. SF^echcm perceivetl tlvfi deep iinpreiS6Tr 
mis affair had upon him ; ancf athisre^ueft iln^d 
every pbfliblt enquiry infto the chatafter and 
habits of life ufual to the prifoner. •* For with, 
me," fatdh^, " that ^i-H have cohfidferable in^ 
fluence, though perhaps of little weight in si. 
court of }ti(fica£irrev in a cafe of this nature, ai 
the adoflyirtg itrwait wiH be ^onftrucct inC« 
ptemerfitated maiice; fer though the kw altowl 
time to intervene, in which the fpiritsmay b6 
ibppoftd to reafbn after an outrage, toconffi* 
tute murdiet. Yet who Adl foy that re^afon can 
:uSt on a mind faifed to torture and fpa^fe^'' 
G 6 The 
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Therefulcofthofe enquiries dated, that the r 
prifoner was a tradefmah who had married the 
daughter of a fmall country gentletnati, merel]^ 
for the charms of her perfon^ her mind pofleff- - 
ing no other quality than a defire after fplendor, 
drefs and expence, ill calculated to the income 
of bufinefs. That (he was petulant, and not to 
be wrought, on by endearments. That he had, 
' whilft any afieAion for her peribn remained^ 
gratified her to the extent of her demands; but 
when prudence refirained a repetition of fupply, , 
the lady contrived underneath to fupport her 
expencrs, and whilft the hufband ferved behind 
the counter, the lady was fporting on parties or 
pleafure, with ladies of an equal pretention, and 
gentlemen whofe law is honor at the point of a 
fword, and whofe logic is the argumentum ad ho- 
minem. Thefe were however in fcarlet, and 
therefore men of true courage, they would like- 
wife blow you the brains out of half a dozen 
rafcally hufbands, who dare to interrupt their 
fport\ and courage is one grand path to the fe* 
male heart, which feldom diftinguifhes the man 

who 
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who firuts and looks big in company beneath 
him, from the niodeft man who avoids difpute« 
who rather takes an aUront than diftoibthe 
• peace of fociety, bat who in moments of real 
danger, rifes above fear, who when called on to^ 
a& in the caufe of his country, towers above 
danger, braves^ every ferm of deftru£lion, and 
finking, figbs blei&ngs on the land of his birth. 

With one of the firft of thefe honorabls gen- 
tlemen, whoTe fole dependance was a commif- 
fion, the giddy wife of the prifoner had become 
acquainted, and the ufual conf<;qaences of fuch 
acquaintance followed, till repetition of injury 
and negled, rankling* in the bofom of the in- 
jured hufband, who found himfelf embarrafled 
by a multitude of debts he was ignorant of till 
the demand for payment, changed him in every 
fentiment of love, to inveterate hatred. All 
the profpe£ts of domeftic comfort he had formed 
were deftroyed, and in the moment of anguifb 
he had laid in wait to fatiate revenge* 

"Can 



§34 ti*t^ot* WwfdTrf. 

^ dtv I then,7 cried tTiteodbre, tfrhfcrt fc* 
heahl thrs detail, ** <iati I Iveapcoaf^ofiird upent 
his head— ^I'ttiay clondemnf, • I may t>T^y, btitF 
^nnot profeccrtei ' Tellm^, O Shcfchettl, what 
are your fentimehts. Cotfld man bear tbfe In- 
juries he had fuffered? What codd iitoite.* 
What, O my foul ! I Can think, but 1 eannoC 
cxprefs myfelr.*' ' * ' • ., . 

" *' Son of fhfiie' a^atetts/' cried Sfrecfifem, 
*' t waited wjttiout giving rnine opinion, until 
tTiy mind Aould have fettled its mode of a<£tion, 
for t coutdnot influence thy judgement of jut- 
^ce, when the life of man was at ftake. 'the 
cuftoms of this country allow puhiftiment of 
death to him who robs'thee of vfrorldly goods 16 
a very trivial amount;' v^hilft he who robs thee 
6f thy Wife's iffe<afions, \flrho fteak away the efi 
fericeofthy exifience, sind vfeHly apartoftfhy- 
felf (for thy church d'eclareth the unity' of ni'iil 
and wife) this man efcapet with a trivial fine, 
which if rich is a matter of little confideration, 
and the. Aigma of ridicule is affixed to thy name. 
. Ta 



Tb ^^Mk of ftttmnal juAke tvbald ht lYoVifehfei 
kii(6&\i^\AAch iHH eVefy fiaifrfai'd of tftd 
pMfal cbA^^b^^ti^'fMff <j»fe thou fcieft (he \tirf 
abfurd diKi^lit^f iiHtf thWlhy<#bl>ofeHn^{hiq^ 
pfAers are not ^qial t(rrTreiff)^nt^" > * 

Ai%thott*}eisr? Theodoi^ wa* reatJfio afk,' 
lot he ha^ prior to Ais heard the cWeiltrftfty 
0f tim^iiiofis,.ari4«7ed htm- vm^tb^lookof 
enqtriry^ which implies^ d^re I vi^^Gi in tUd^ 
th« cdrifidencfe thou appeared tadeferve.— Jlny 
of cheer^ilmrs fpread over liis ftfce, "^h&rt i 
fmil^ was feldom permitted to remit that habi- , 
fuial contra^ion cff bfow we have before notided, 
»d &v the iirft time fince his refideoce w?thf 
Shefthism, he appeared" at repofe vttAi hirirfelf.^ 
HITS' w» not the moment when a iSian liki 
Ben£idi woold call Qp difagreearbfe ithages^ it\i 
^c poftponed for the prelent the interrogation M 
had intended. 

In the etening ef this day, Theodore fbtindf 
himfelf Co mttcft better, and his fpirits fo Ik)^,^ 

that 



that he Vfenjtpr/ed tq th0 fittihg rooui, wfa^e the 
pov^ets of.muAc were i?xQKte4 Xp char.m h^n, 
and the chords cfihafr^pt^jipcyjif^rTkts^^ thof© 
founds of love, whiqh tbe?tongue of their piif-> 
trcfs could not c«prefs.-TT** I, will fly,'* faid 
Theodore to himfelf, whilft the ftrains of foft- 
nefs touched his foul. *^ This is dangerous ^d 
muft be rcfifted." He had indeed determine 
this before-; but who; has not expe]:ieiKed.€he;» 
lingering defire^ of yc^t a littlp and a little, tnorej 
indulgence, and at laft been aroufed from le^ 
thargy toadion by feme trifle of infignifii^nce. . 

The next day and for feveral fucceeding;.he 
confined. himf<plf .wholly to, his ;cbamber> being 
bufied in a . tafl^ he h^id impofed, of placing in 
Benfadi and his daughter the confidence they.fo 
iprell deferved, but which fpr various reafbiis be 
{bund it impoflibl^ to utter^ ^ ^- i 

The feffions at the Old Bailey were at hand, 
tfxe friends of the deceafed had been to entreat 
his appearancci' and but little remained to inac-t 
. tion. 
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fion, when Shechem with a peculiar expreffion 
of features entered, and (bated himf^f at a table 
where Theodore had been writing, and on which 
lay a packet feakd.- 

« I would/* faid Shechem, *« prefiice to thee 
.what I muft by%y declarations of friendship, 
hut thou kno^reft me^ and every referve on my 
part (hall be banifhed. Thou canft not but 
have bbferved the partiality of my daughter, 
ihou knoweft that on religion, though fome 
jnay think different, I (hould' not have oppofed 
your union i but the myftery of thy behaviour, 
luid above allv the afie&ion thou aflu redly hafl: 
for the original of this picture, makes it requi^tc 
that we underftand each other." 

*' At!" cried Theodore, grafping at the por^ 
trait, and preffing it to his lips, ^* have I again 
recovered the. refemblancc of my wife! my 
Eliza!" 

«Tby 



anMMtMnC, <^ Att thdd' tteti married ^ k 
£ltea rhy wife r Why <i»ft ^mt cbos' ftekkte 
thyreif, or is the lovely womM thoa l^toeflteft 
no longer living?" ' 

^ I fatfeechWk (we nv ACrc^ l^nnMcstpift 
my fituatSoii ef«i. to yooy but I wilt By afidl 
icgft btthiiid lite ifMk mcnmriali vMkk unft 
^erliiapiGaUidowiiott me yvfdr AteAaciiny aiMl 
dlisAuaUy culm tH4 wdakhefs of yotardadighlviw 
Yet yon are tiotone of the cetomon herd of 
thankind, and can phy aimes that a7abiid fer 
iretigeanctL I am faonoured in your good opU 
nion, to that opinion I-haTe made confefikm^if 
what torture fhould not have extorted, and 
iffhich tb conceal hath flivt mc from fociety .^ 

«'Moch/' faid Shcchem, <« as my defire of 
information relating to thy fortune^ wouU 
tenOpt me to accept this packet, I will repre(s 
that defire^ I will remain forever in ignorance* 

. if 



]f ^wJdlge w^HiM be to thy ii^ory i bdtif I. 
aim toirelcdve ki' Uke ibis in retvu^n^'^aiMl as I 
ktSptSt^. ndjUvhdt ie6xc that thou wib IcaVe 
ts^ in whatfb&ver'Coufnryy in whatfoever clune 
iboQ wandeFeft or reiideft^ domnftuuicate with 
and call uponttbci firH^dih^p of :Shecbem fie^'* 

** Formerly,** faid Theodore, taking the pa-, . 
ptfV' ** t.^^V^f^yxHif faovirity beosMfe tt W39 as 
»iiewaj4^ itiofdlfilrvktt^ ik<)W.I;.YiilHl not rd-» 
fufe it>^li9<:i^>it 19 tfaejIottMiQnoffnendihii^ 
and will enable me to defy the chances of life. 
Ppr^t ,«e aM0 Cb fay a fewV^c^ dancelDhig 
.Eiwy ^ whefer tfnderniers' I gne^o, ind fotf 
^^ t>^e»;Il\VQuld WiHUtgty f«rfoft)5i>ciy fecti- 
fice;-<M»'n^y^f4: Abf0rb€)diais my wldtqkfovf i» H» 
^ (idea ^ Elia*, ethejdstenals of your vH^ngk^ef 
oooM p«l h»ve etttenrod the circk oF my'affcm 
tions, but ymdcr the Infinuaiing form df^thn 
mod refined friendfhi{>.. Tlpns 1 confefs I had 
for her» as how indeed could any man be near 
b^>and not be enamoured qf her fweetnefs of 

difpoTifion 



I4P T»Eei)ORE CYFHOir. 

• 

difpc^tion and elegance of fdnfe^ and, perhaps. 
Bad not na^ fkiiiation been forIolm» had notmf 
whole foul pf loVe been ab(<xbefl, not another 
woman lives, whom I fliould prefer to your 
daughter ; and I find in fpite of reafon^ in fpitjD' ^ 
of myfrefolutioni th{it in < parting fr^npi you and 
from her, another fubjeft of forrow, wilLW 
added to the many that already crowd upon me." 

*^ I am like an old woman now/' (aid She- 
chem, putting his handkerchief to his eye^ *^ in> 
diemornln^ we will fay more— *Good wight/* ^ 

<* Good ni^t/* repeated Theodore, prdT- 
iiig His hand, ** may thenext morning we rtewi 
be pleafant/' Ben&di^cafl upon him a loak of 
enquiry, bcit he turned round cIofingAe doo^.^^ 
«*Now/^ Jcriod Thcod6re:.t6 himfelf^ ^<io#J 
mbft I fly &om the habiitsnion of TirtCie; liow 
muft I leave the beft of the defendants of Adam* 
O fate I thou art unkind/' 

^ On 



Dti the marrow ^htechcnx ah>fe carly^ and TCr 
CQll^£ling the laft words of Theodore, defcend*^ 
jf^, intOi |b€ . parhmTf fu'fpei^ing his intentions 
n^htbe tp d^mrt iwithout taking leave, ; hot 
bis gu^fl; was sdreiKly] gone, witifoat a. hint or a 
trace to tell where* His mitid was djvidedrbey 
Jween the fingul^rity -of the event, and the ne^ 
ceffity he was under of explaining toliis datigh« 
|er what, he . feared woviM greatly zSe& her; 
Tbepacl^fit he. pofieflcd held.'jout.indeed ibaie 
prol^ability of certainty-r-it wbald develope: ^ 
b«havipur which had eluded inveftigaffon, and 
he paufed to confider its contents. 

• • ■ U>> 

Pncche had fufpefted murdejpr— tfiat rcflec-i 
tion again returned, at^ be fencied that, from 
the difcQurfes of Theodore on the recent tranf-i 
aAion, he could trace his behaviour to a fimilar 
^rime. Perhaps^ t;hen, he had murdered his 
wife — ^he fhuddered at the fuggeftion, and haS^ 
tened to tbe^ fitting' room to wait the riiing of 
five. . ! ,- \ ' . '* • 

^* Thou 
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. ^f TJv})i:bc*cft unwefl/^ fei* tfee tefiaer^a- 
fOBtdbihQr entrance. * ^^ It grkveS' me tofeis 
d)oc^^tr*ThQiJ ibc^Mfeft •eiiiaii|be« j tbM^'WO^ 
sodi «ie/r9|«ly t)lefled wtbriBViim^ from ^ 
inao oaiwfaiah< pftrehsEiloe, t^p itend^reft ijfec-^ 
Ibhftace (Qaced. -Prid^ahid reiafoci ^lOHld aroofe 
ihjr 'CbuiBge; In this fvmldj rpy daughter^ 
grat and. long it the't^avel of ixrow^ and foppy 
lamtofefttiioa^ilixsaiYftluffer. Wt^y not 
knkdltediciiniti^thott admSreft^ Wliy - not brave 
witli^oiit "ikifcin^ tinder liie comnkm .eroded' dT 
life/' . * . 

. ' * ' • ■ 

** I will imitate him,** cried Eve, ** I will 
IhaifMim I eau^&ifibr in fitea^ ; W ;f6ur £itke 
Iwilt beHfong.'^' Shetlhenapeiafed fdratiine, 
ke |[alod mpoii' ti^/'^men tektng her handr 
^>«MiA I try «h«e P* &idhe, «< muft I call'ufKic^ 
Iby elicr^t be ^«epaffdd ifc^ toireeeiVe tStSo^ 
«r4adiic&;^-:: ^_ ': -'^' *''^> .ho'.-—: • 

'i i r^...'i:. . '. l.n'v fC rriccn ]r,J i'>»'^ "-'i <-' 5 '"* 

"What! whatP* demanded (he, eageWy, 
** can you ttll me ? has Theodore repofcd in 
f: r * • your 



3fo«r cwifidefioe^ hit fetal fccret? has life 4bld 
jfott ihe cmnc ibttt undcrnrines hh peace? or 
l^^^teersHB^ to leave lis ?*^' ' ' \ 

" Yes,*' replied Shechem, " he has done all 
this, he hasloii me a paper which we Vill read 
together." 

"Then he is gone," faid (he, mournfully. 
** I gueffcd fa; I a«i not furprifed." " He 48> 
indeed^" faid the Jew, glad to fee (he had been 
fufficiently toUefled to hear what (he muff 
have expe<£led-*-he faw with pleafure her eyes 
^ve way to tears, in which he took part, and 
patiently waited un^il (he could attend with 
fomething like calmnefs. The breakfaft was 
brought in and taken away, each being too full 
to defire refre(hment. The door being (hut, 
they fat down to unfold a paper whofe contents 
they were ignorant of, gnd which they were 
warned would create their deteftatbn of a man, 
at prefent fq valued by both* 

* ' A certain 
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: A certain weaknefs in the eyes of Bfnfadi, 
prevented his reading the paper, and in Eve it 
'required a refolntij^y alone to be lupported by 
curiofity an4 love. 
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CHAP, vii: , . . 

THE CONFESSIONS 4)F THEODORE C YPHOW. 



J? OR a time I have hefitated in committing 
to your care a confeffion which will exhibit to 
you, that though now I vainly boaft\ being 
mafter of my reafon, 1 have been the flave of 
paffions, and the patient of paffion. After hav- 
ing found in the world a people pofleffing tenets 
eftabliflied on the focial affecSiions, that however 
fpecious and apparently virtuous their a6Hons> 
felf was the fecret and efficient power, I turned 
my eye with forrow from their ways, and was 
ready to pronounce that good had departed the 
habitations of man ; but in the hour when 
about to fly, I was condudled by you to re- -. 
nounce my error; and I now re[X)fe in you ands 
your daughter what 1 had refolved my tongu^ 
fljoiild never utter to any breathing the breath 
of exiftence. 
Vol. L H . I muft 



1 
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I muft commence with flightly obferving, 
that my grandfather was a man of veryexten*. 
Ave property, pofleffing alfo a -title which de* 
fcended with the family eftate. At his death, 
the two fons divided their inheritance. The 
cideft refiding on the hereditary grounds, and 
the youngeft on a fmall eftate of eight hundi«d 
a year, a fum which he ufed to fey placed him 
within fight of c^ulence, but heU niiti from 
afpiring, unlefs he would ceafe to be indepen- 
dent and become the minion of a minifter. 

He marVied early in life a woman nilarly 
twee his own age, becaufe (he had great pxpec* 
tations from an oW uncle, who had hitherto re- 
mained a batchelor, and With whom (he lived. 
Being left afone, and probably not pleafed at find- 
ing die want of thofe little offices only feminine 
foftnefs could perfdrri, he adopted her example, 
and became father of an heir to his own eftate. 
Thus the temper of . my father was fowered, 
being diiappointed in his firft projeft of ad-* 
vancing the wealth of his family. It was oef • 

tainly 
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tainly hard for a fpirit proud and {imbitious as 
his, to fee every day before him- the pomp of ait 
elder brother, whom he fancied not fo qualified 
to fhine in the world as himfelf, for though 
ranking with nobles, his mode? of thinking 
were defpicable and tew. ' ' 

My father, who believed a Taft diAinflion re*- 
fided in the found of Squire Cyphon and my 
Lord D — -^^j turned his whole thoughts to- 
wards attaining in a fecond degree, a diftidc- 
iion he could not hope for hirafelf ; and whilft 
■' 1 was unacquainted with the rights of relalion- 
fliip, I was taught ta bow to the will, and im*- 
plicitly obey the commands of my uncfe Thco- 
doric. ■ . ' " 

My father, as another mode of raifing fiis 
pittance as he called it, let his lands to their ut- 
moft value, pulled down the cottages of the 
poor, who, he declared, like weedt wer^ an in-/ 
cumbrance to the ground ; and whilft fte him-* 
felf fcorned to bow at a court, played in h{s 
H 2 own 
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own liitle domain, every freak of petulant 
power. 

Taught to have no will of my own, or at 
Icaft to wrap my wifhes in difguife, I was habi- 
tually led to fufFer reftraint,. and endure every 
indignity in filence. I fhould perhaps have 
been vindiflive in turn, and inflidled on others 
a portion of what I was fubjeSed to, but my 
natural conftitution of temper delighted in juf- 
tice and mercy. , This happy difpofition, if I 
may be allowed the egotifm, was cultivated-to 
advantage b*y a friend I difcovered, and brought 
from the (hades of obfcurity. 

My uncle Theodoric, with whom, though 
an only child, ( mofily reGded, had in his gift 
a living of three hundred a year, which was 
pollefled by a man whofe qualifications were 
excellent fhot, and a voice, though not turned 
to dictatorial eloquence, yet admirable at a bi- 
bical or humorous fong; qualities fo excel- 
Icnti that he was well received at the table of 

my 
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my Lord, and four or five, times a year conde- 
fcended to grunt over a fermon, copied from 
feme autlior whofe works were unknown in the 
village. The labour of the vineyard was per • 
^formed by a fickly looking man, who refided at 
z fmall cottage in another village, and was noted 
for bis exemplary piety and poverty. 

Thirty pounds a year was the reward of his 
exertions, exertions not confined to the pulpit, 
the altar, and the grave, but extending to the 
colle£lion of lythes, one of the fevered ofEccs of 
his duty, for with a heart open to benevolence, 
yet clofed by poverty^ it was grating to his feel- . 
lOgs to take a part from the widow whofe earn- 
ings damped with fweat the grey locks on her 
temples, whofe hands once, perhaps, reared a 
fon ; (who in place of proteding her age, had 
perhaps poured out his blood in defence of his 
country), and whofe chief pleafure now con- 
fitted in her hens and chickens. Over and 
' above thisj he had to colledi the tythes from a 
diftridk of land, which in the time of Henry 
H3 the 



150 THEODORE CYPHON. 

the VII Ith. had been monaftk: property, and 
which ftill retained this badge of feudal flavcry ; 
the owner whether churchman or layman, po(- 
feffing authority to colle6l tlie tenthsi 

Often had I feen this half £imifhed figure at^ 
tend his ftation on' a Sunday, and con£gn ixx(k 
toduft, and afhes to afhes; but his fingularity 
pafied unobferved, becaufe cuftom had recon- 
ciled it ; and I was in my fourteenth year, be^ 
foie curioiky was.aWakened to. defire a nearer 
acquaintance. 

I had by accident foaai in the family library^ 
(my uncle's it could fcarcely be called,, as he 
feldom entered it) a volume, containing (bme 
of the. ftiSlions of the famous Spartans. I adr 
xtiiftd their vigour in ^ war, their abftembus 
i9ode of diet— yet young as 1 was, and un- 
taught but by nature, my foul recoiled from 
thfir want of thofe tender feelings, I already 
felt condituted a refinement of felicity. I f^w, 
that whilft their high fenfe of liberty made 

them 
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Acm (purn at a (ufpicioo of fervitud? thetn-^ 
felves, no tyrants famoua i n hiftory for c^elt j 
could exert more arbitrary authority tfeatt they 
over the fubjefted Helots. This was fomething 
like thfi beh^viow? of ray figitheF, and the paral- 
lel ftruck me with fopcei though hitherto 4 ha4 
cgofider^d th« ftsite of lus tenets as a matter of 
toarfc» and what had. idways be^n> no| haVing 
%f ^bftraSk rest(b|iing h@m M to fori^ a jud|^ 

The mention of Lycurgioi by Mr. H^mCon 
in one of his difeouifos fird elicited ~n)y notion ( 
the fentim^nts of patriotifm he put into the 
iBOnth of the laW^giver, mad« (ne canfider Mr* 
Hanfon as a man of great learning-^nd benevor 
leace, for though I 1)ad often occafion to vifit 
, dit rich and the nphle^ I feldom heard more 
^an tbq qualifications of a horfe, or execrationi 
ofth^ land-^tax ; and from the legiflatures of 
the land, the rights of contefted ele£tions, thf 
price of "Votes, with difquifitions on the gamis 
and vagabond ^&% ; 1 faw nothing of the l$ve ftf 
H 4 country 
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country that glowed in the voice and fpeech of 
Mr. Hanfon, and determined me to feck his 
friendfhip and inftrudion. 

Accordingly the next morning, I took a 
walk to the village where he refided, and as I 
dfew near his cottage, was furprifcd to hear the 
found of fpinning wheels, for I had not formed 
.in my mind the difference, between Vicar and 
Curate. I knew not that the one was a fpiri- 
tual hack, a greater drudge than a mender of 
hedges, whilft the other might loll at his eafe^ 
and faunter a drone in the hive. 

- The cottage was at the end of a little row of 
houfcs called a village. A fmall garden behind 
fupplied it witb4X)t herbs, and a flower for Sun- 
day, cultivated by its /ffr»m3^»^; there was 
round it that air which didinguifhes induftry 
from negligence. I opened the door without 
ceremony, and found myfelf in company with 
three young girls who wjere employed in fpin^ ' 
ning, a youth near my oWn age, and their mo- 

ther* 
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ther, in whofe countenance was refignatlon and 
goodnefs. 

* I had never been abarfhed at entering the 
houfes of the peafants, becaufe I had ever felt 
myfelf their fuperior ; but here I unaccountably 
funk in my own opinion, and was fo confufed^ 
that with difficulty I could enquire for Mr^ 
Hanfon. The foft voice and encouraging fmile 
of his wife, liowever, reflored my confidence.. 
I ventured to look round on the young girls^, 
who blufhed at being vifited by the heii; appa*^ 
rent of the manor^ 

My eyes inlHnftively fixed on^the objcfl of 
Me&xon^ and fomehow 1 tliought myfelf in- 
ftantly and unaccountably attached to her. We.; 
mutually gazed, and as if afhamed, turned, 
down our eyes with that delightful confufiouu 
which trembles through the fouL 

It is the refinement of life ; the avarice held 

iAview in modern education which fleels the 

H 5 heart 
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iteart of ifinocence agaiaft love ; but where na« 
ture alone is miftrefs, this pafSon fhall exift be- 
tween the fexes^ independent of any defire 
greater than gazimg upon, and being near the 
obje£t of its exigence. Eliza was two years 
younger than myfelf, and poilefied that delicacy 
to rarely found in a cottage. In my eyes> who 
bad been ufed alone to the fun burnt daughters 
of rufticity, or the^mummy cheeks of nobiiity, 
the beauties of this charming girl were without 
comparifon or fault; but at this mpment fee 
how they a8e£l me, when 1 flray fr^m my nar- 
, rative to dwell upon their power. 

Mr. Hanfon was abfent attending the couch 
of ficknefs, and calming the doubts of a man 
of Jowly birth, whofe days liad ' been fpent in 
labour, and whofe greateft crime was fometinies 
in the hilarity of mirth, to tafte the cup of ine- 
briety. No pangs of remorfe at opparffion could 
cloud his moments— no wanton a6k of barba- 
rity, made him fliudder at retaliaticH) ; yet he 

feared 
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feared to wing his flight from life} till aflured 
by th^ hopes and aUurements of religbn. 

I waited his return with pleafure, becau& J 
was delighted with heing near Eliza. I pade 
advances towards the friendfhip of Jafpn ; at 
jfirft he rather avoided my que^ions, till per* , 
ceivihg by tlieir tendency his own ' fuperiority, 
the {H*ide of confcious excellence led hjga not 
only to anfwer but inform. I was ftruck witl^' 
his knowledge of hiftory, I hui?g down oiy hea4 
afhamed to difcover, that wbilft I had fancied 
myfelf fuperior to every one round m^, I had 
only made a few fluttering eflays tQwatds a 
flight in the regions of literat.urd. 

The reflexion that I was heir to eigljt hunr 
dred a year, and the natural reverfion of five or 
ilx thoufajid, could not it^pire me with that 
felf dependeqice which elevates the foul of inean«- 
nefs, to an equality with genius, and gives to 
the little man of wealth the ftrut of effiontive 
confequence. I feemed uu'worthy . diQ coia- 
H 6 pany 
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pany of thofe cottagers, and vowed within my- 
felftopurftie the road to learning with ardor. 
Perhaps in this vow the eyes of Eliza had fomc 
influence, for I already felt, that to afpire at her 
approbation/ was an inherent wifli, fo furc will 
virtuous love point to perfeftion, and advance 
the foul to emifience of diftindlioa. 

I was received with politenefs by Mr. Han- 
fon, who was pleafed to find that the motive of 
my vifit was an enquiry into the laws of Ly- 
curgus, and not as at firft he feared into the 
beauty of his daughters. He flattered the pride 
of vanity, by praifing my tafle for fubjefts fo 
uncommon for my age, and taking me afide into 
the fields, foon drew from me the progrefs I had 
made, and gave rne inftrudiions to proceed. 

My uncle had given himfelf no concern alx)ut 
iny education, and my father confidering, that 
to take me from about him, might leflcn my 
influence, had never attempted to propofe my 
improvement. Theodoric lived like his fellow 

animals--* 
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animals — ^his tenants were at moderate rents, 
but then he exaded of them almoft feudal ho* 
mage. His game were held facred by the mod 
exemplary punifliment, and though he had ne- 
ver married, as he feared control, many a child 
might have called him fatlier. With ideas bor- 
dering on brutality, woman was tb him an ob^ 
jc£l of fenfe, nearly equal to a good dinner or 
any other gratification — his wealth gave him 
power, and inclination was his law: many a 
marriage had he wantonly broken oflF to fatisfy 
birafelf> for againft him there' was no riftng up^ 
At prefent, however, this deteftable fide of his 
charadler muft be dormant in defcription, be- 
caufe I had not intimately witnefled its efiefis^ 

1 return then to Mr. Hanfon whom I pro- 
pofed to benefit, and in a few days being to wail 
on my father, I defired his intereft to place him 
infiead of Dr. Dromom, who received tlie emo» 
luments without performing the duties of hi$ 
office. 

As 
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« As td that matterj" faid my father, «* he 
fifigs well, and pleafes your uncle^ and it is 
proper Hanfon fhould remain as he is. If all 
our divines were learned, and took pains and 
that there, to inftrucQ: the mob, let me tell ye, 
moft of our nobles would look tiny in the 
eyes of the vulgar, A rich man may live as he 
pl«afes, and that, always remember that : but 
what has put* this whim in your head about 
Hanfon ?'' 

I ventured to mention my defire to learn, and 
that as I was not to have a college education, 
^r. Hanfon might fit me for the fiation I was 
one day to figure in. 

My father flared at me, and deniiSinded what 
ftation I hinted at. *' For tf,*^ faid he, *^ you 
mean 3S lord of the manor, you have not even 
occafion to fign your own nanoe ; and mind me. 
Jive independent a$ I do, and always remember 
that fine maxim of Seneca^ be the fifft in a vil- 
lage, rather than fecond in die council." 

« But/* 
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"^ ' ' 4- x^^ '' 

*^ But,? faid I, " if lord of the manor, I ^'y^ 

fliall have to deckle gd cafes of law, and if ig-* 

norant oiyfelf, how fhall I determine with juf- 

tice?" . . 

•* Whcwi whew!'* cried be, ** jufticc andr' 
all diat there, is well enough to talk oii for a 
man as lives without money,' btit let me teli 
you, the longeft purfe has the right of favour ; 
and what great matter, fuppofe two poor fcoun- 
drels quarrel, and all that, ydu can but fay one 
way, and your clerk will write the mittimus.'* 

•* I think, however," replied I, " for the ho- 
nour of the family, and to preferve our digtvity 
entire, I ought to know fomething ; for 
though I have read of a king who had a plate of 
bra& with his name cut through, that he might 
trace it with his pen on grants and decrees, yet 
now it is the faflucm to learn, and a man is not 
of much confequence, who is ignorant of the 
hiftory of tiie world he lives in." 

«Wcll,'» 
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** Well,'* anfwcred my father, *^ there may 
be fomething in all that; lets fee ; fuppofe Han- 
ibn was to have a trifle added to his falary for 
taking the place of tutor, and all that — but 
mind, my boy, you always obey your uncle, 
how is his cough ? Dr. Flint told me he thought 
he looked worfe than he had feen him for many 
a year/' 

This was the chief of my converfation with- 
my father on the fubje£t, and in a few days the 
matter was fettled with my uncle, Mr. Hanfon' 
becoming my tutor^ 

Tl]is humble drvinp, whofc talents fiaould: 
have raifedhim to dignity, in preference to fo 
many whodream out their lives in theftall, laid* 
down to himfelf the plan of my education, keep* 
ing in view the power he fancied would one day 
be given into my hands. For this purpofe, the 
principles of judice were flrongly delineated. 
The eternal trutli, that though placed by the 
Bcceffities of fortune and chance in different 

fiatioDS,, 
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ftatiot\Sy each man has equally a right to every 
advantage confident with the good of the whole^ 
was planted in my mind ; and as my knowledge 
extended, I' beheld V^rith far different eyes, the 
ftate of thofe peafants who were ftarving to raife 
the rents of my father, and thofe who fcrvilely 
fcringed to fatten on the lands of my uncle. 

I foon became difgufled with the implicit obe- 
dience and hypocritical condefcenfion exafked of 
ine, but as my uncle feldom extended his power 
to cxcefs, as my father imperioufly filenced my 
murmurs by commanding me to meet bts 
wiijies, and as Mr. Hanfpn flrengthened the 
obligation by his advice, I continued to do with- 
out reply whatever was required^ 



CHAR 
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CHAP. VIIL 



Ye wisetchts» yt pt r$di0M« tv^iB^ 

Ve cursM of Qod and fi«(e-bom men^ 

Ye murderera of the laws. Ak fi N siD J« 
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LR. H^mtoa wits perttutted to ^tttend mc at 
my wcle's, where I bad two ropim allotted fiyr 
my^i and fettii^ alide. a little ftretch of a)]/« 
thority in the gaqne^laws, }, as well as the tjeu« 
aptSy bf^ieved my uncle a good fort of mam 
But my eyeij were ihortly to be opened ; I wa* 
to behold power carried to tlie verge of tyranny | 
and a tranfa6lio^i that woold biave difgrace4 
Caligula or Nero. 

Without intention, I bapqpened to be in an 
inner apartment, when Theodoric and his Rew- 
ard met to fettle fome account^ and thefe word3 
of my uncle arrefted my attention. 
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•• And fo that vile wormj that Simpfon, re- , 
fufes to deliver me his daughter, you fay, Wat 
it not I who preferved him from the work* 
houfe? Did I not ratfe him from a dunghill, 
from nothrngy planted him in a hrm of my 
owiif on land I heired from my fetfiers, and 
tliofe fathers the defcendatits c^ thoTe who came 
facre with William the Conqueror ? And yet | 
am refufied this trifle, ibis girl, who, for aught 
I know^ k one of my own begetting. But 
what piay it the fellow^i excufe i^ 

** May it humbly pleafe your lordfibip,** re- 
plied the ftew^rdj «* he pretends to fay^thathe 
is the father of his own cluld; and that (b^ he 
haj the power inalienable of denying or giving 
her to whom he pleafiw.** 

**. Its a lie, its a d— J lie," cried Theodoric, 
** were he a peer of the realm, (he might dif« 
pole of herfclf when twenty-one," 

**So^ 
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** So, my lord, may it humbly pleafe your 
eminence, I reprefetited ; atid above that, that 
he {hould be rent free ; that his daughter (hpuld^ 
after you 'were tired, be fent to London, and 
married, with two hundred pounds, to fome 
honeft fhopkecper, as Patty Dickens and Sufaa 
Mabfom were; both, my lord, you know, now 
keep their own carriages ; for this, may it pleafe 
your emineiKre, is a wonderful,^ up and down, 
jogging kind of a world. But he faid he wa& a 
Briton, and wt)uld not proftitute his ^daughter 
for the beft lord in the land ;. that he paid fcot 
and lot, and valued no man..'' 

** He ihall then,** vociferated Theodoric; 
** he (hall value me, for the immenfity of ruin 
I will hurl upon his head. How much rent 
does he owe?'* 

. *' Pleafe ye, my lord, he has^ a long leafc, 
and being an induftrious man, pays down regu- 
larly; but as for that, may it humbly pleafe 
your eminence, you know how we fent Martin 

to 
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to the Eaft Indies as a foldler ; and what (hould 
hinder Simpfon from carrying a mufket?" 

** That won't do, he will then efcape my 
power. I will grind him into atoms — I will 
fink him. I will think on fome plan which 
(hall not be long delayed.*' 

I trembled at thofe anathemas, which I had 
no power to avert, and haftened to my father, 
in hropes he would exert his influence to proteft 
the innocent from an outrage fo great, that I 
trembled when the remembrance croflcd me : 
but how was I confounded at his anfwer f 

" You tell me all this,*' faid he, «* but ^tis 
nothing in life. Has not a man a right to dp aM 
what he will, and that there with thofe whom 
be permits to live on his own land : and remem- 
ber, if you pleafe, how your boafted Romans 
behaved ; don't you know that they were di- 
vided into patricians and plebeianSi and that 
tiiofe, the laft, were ilaves to the other, the for- 
mer, 
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mer^ and all that. And let me tell ye, a mart 
v^ith money may do what he pleafes, or elfe 
where is the value of it/' 

I was iixteen, but I did notperfecStly under-* 
ftand this doctrine; only I percei>^d that man- 
kind never confidered themfelves as frep, unlefs 
when poffeiSng the power of cnflaving others* 
I now confidered the great t^anfa<Skions of ha- 
tions with precifion, and law uniformly every 
incident fupport this conclufion; yet I confi- 
dered it an evil no lefs for its frequency, and 
Hood like a ihipwrecked mariner, tp lament 
over what I could not fave. 

On the evening of that day which firft ex- 
cited in tne the idea of detcftation towards cny 
uncle, I pa&d by the furm of Simpfcn, and iaw 
l^m employed \n the yard, whilft his wife and 
daughter wer^s Jkiiiting ajt the 4oar. She was an 
Jnxioceot blootpiiiag g'rrl, with fmiles that dim- 
jpled on her jichetifs, dnd looked, I thought, 
ioQietbing lUoe^li^a. And this is the flower, 

cried 



I 
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tri«3 I mentally, which the eye of the rsvtfher 
hath feleAed, and which the hand of violence 
will tear from its native branches I This is the 
facrifice which is to purchafe peace to this &rm I 
fiut no ; peace will no longer dwell herot ^e<- 
ftru^ion hovers over in blacknefs. 

With this romantic fentence I turned aWay^ 
for my eyes filled, and I could no longer behold 
the vi6kims before me. The idea of Eliza's ex- 
poTor^ in a like fitaation, tore my heart with a 
pang of hitherto unfelt forrow. I rejoiced in 
the iedulous. precaution of Mr. Han(9n» wbp 
confcious that poverty could ill fence againft 
oi^reffion, had fecluded his daughters as m»ii^ 
as poffible from obfervation, feldom fiermitliilS 
them to pafs the threfliold, land himfclf giving 
them inftm£tk}ns of excellent tendency. j 

I learnt the next day, that Simpfon's houfe 
was unroofed by order of my uncle, under pre- 
tence of repairing it ; the windows were taken 
oilt, and the doors otf the hinges. The gates 

were 
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we're likewife taken from the fields^ the claufe 
of the leafc being, that my lord was to ftand all 
reafonable repairs. Thus ftray cattle (probably 
turned in on purpofe) trod down the corn in the 
ear, and Si mpfon's cattle ranged in my uncle's 
fields, who inftantly commenced a profecution. 
Conicious of his inndtence, the farmer entered 
on the defendve, hoping on trial to fiate the 
h&s with convi<5live plainnefs. - 

In the mere wantonnefs of exhibiting power 
with impunity, my uncle invited feveral fqutres 
to a huiit, fo contriving it as to turn the flag 
into the farm of Simpfon, thus riding in triumph 
over his ruined grounds. In lefs than a month> 
the lawyer, whofe bread depended on the will of 
my father, and who had been retained on the 
part of Simpfon, arrefted him for money he pre- 
tended was due, and lodged Kim in the county 
jail. 

My heart bled at thofe fufferings. What 
liifle I could raife I privately fent him ; and by 

a note^ 



I note, in x Feigned lianfl,« conjured hitti a[>pa* 
Tcntly'to cobply with die terms of Thcodorici 
that (by lie inight. qbil^herjaij, and'fty ^to fom^ 
diftantrcoiiDty):fcUuihe^i^r fafpe£kd tfae-ad* 
yic^9.orxtftnig in^ttfticc, was; n!iad) enough to 
fianda^iuftiL power employed to crufh him: 
in place of. (Bfteniog my unde, he loaded him 
with inteflive, . • > » 

r. •, , ■ ..;. •.',• ^ . ; .;.•„- . 

I 1 J. Thefe wercy hb\Ydvdr»>iily; fa jBSahy triumphf 

to him; they wtforfintendei) tDWxiund^ as they 

tacitly confcfled the fharphefs of his fufferings, 

and my uncle fmilcd at their impotency. He 

orddiJed ihc young woman i<d attend, hici with 

\i9T mother^ who would not permit her to leave 

fejBT fig|it;~aad 'ray whole attention being en* 

I g^g^d in this deAnonic procefs, I confidered it 

j no breach of honour, to endeavour to overhear, 

; ." Is it not ftolifli,'* faid he, *' extremely, 
foolifhwin poor Simpfob, to withftand my wilU 
jmd above all to think of holding out againft a 
profecution which is fo juft; and yet I ftiould 
Vol. I. I not 
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aol hvft fuffitred k^ but to convince him tlial 
my wiU is indtfput^Ie. Th9 laTcal of a lawyer 
who has played him diis fcurvy tricky I ifaail 
find means to trounce, for I .have too high an 
opinion of both yoar nnderftandingi to fuppofc 
you will longer remain in your own G^t* 
Simpfon ihall be put into a better £iriSi, and thk 
lovely girl ihall be to me every thing but that 
illly thing a wife. On the contrary» if yba 
will yet be blind and feoliiby I can hang your 
^fitther; the law gives pie power; I can griiid 
htm in a mortar: but fer your fakes I wilt 
ftifle my wrath, which in any other ^pde would 
be death ; and all I a(k in retqm is iovo. Coh-» 
fider then, your own interefts by to-morrow; 
and remember that I am Lord D*'— ^, maftef 
of fix tboufand pounds a year/' 

After this perfuafive fpcech, he difmified 
.them drowned in tears, and I retired to give 
vent to the feelings which agitated me. . To 
^nd at ooce tliis (lory^ the po6r girl could not 
endure tlie anguifh of her parents^ when facrit 

ficing 



ficing herfisif, (he beK^ved, would procure ihem 
peacci and without confuking anyone, (he re*- 
tompd, in the dark of the evening, to ^ive 
liberty to'her fiithen : ' 

My foul even now trembles at the debafe* 
ment of a man who, in clrcumftances like thefe^ 
would accept die reiui^ant cardies of the loath* 
ing maid. But this man was my uncle. Alas, 
^by was I allied tofuch a nfianfterf I grieve 
that a particle of his blood flows through my 
body. ' I iighed at die ahje^ion of human ua** 
ture: I attended not to my ftudies, my whole 
£u:ulde$ and thoughts bdiig engag<;d on this 
jtraafadion, where law was difbrted and made 
die tool of luft and oppjefHori. 

My 'lord, Who valued bimfelf on hU genero^ 
fity, as he called it, fent the lawyer to difcharge 
Simpfon from prifon; and, as I karnt from a 
young man, then under confinement for two 
months, (having knocked down a hare withvbil 
hammer one evening returning from workj when 
Is the 
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the lawyer Qntered, and declared that Simpfon 
was free. ** By whofc authority?" faid he. 
** .Who was fo generous as to pay my debts, and 
jfree nfe from an infamous fcoundrel ?** 

. ** Peace," cried the lawyer; *' and learn to 
revere the man who faves you from utter de- 
ftrudiion ; let not your vile tongue whifper 
againfl: a man of fuch virtue, that, though juftly 
offended, he can fpare, without regarding your 
kigrafitude. It is my _ lord, 1% is our excellent 
mafter, who forgives you." 

** Myloird!" repeated he, " what are his 
terms ? On what conditions am. I free ? Has 
my daughter But no, fhc could not. 

Nothing hut force could have fo debafed her; 
befides\{he \yas engaged to anol;her." 

^' Thart/' replied -the lawyer, Z*^ is your afl^ir. 
I have done my Juty ; and if you chufe to re- 
main here, do it, and welcome/* 

Sioipfon 
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Simpfon herit:ated ; he feemed to doubt the . 
fource of this unc(xpe£ted t)ounty ; but perhaps, 
fancying my uncle ; might have relented^ he 
quitted the prifon. It was i)oc long before I 
faw him at the caf^le: he enquired for hi$ 
daughter. Ih^ardata difta^ice weeping, but 
couM not diOinguffli the wofds ; he; was refufed 
admittance to my lord, and fpurded with curfes 
and threats at the offer of the fteward. He retired 
to ;m.aleh<>u(e to tell his fufieringSi and help his 
reiblation with fpiritSi fwearing by Heaven to 
revenge btmffslf. He remained tliere till night; 
HXK^'fioC.bein^ allowed a room, as my unck was 
dreaded, he fet out in the dark, almoft (enfelefs 
with liquor, and has not fmce been feen or 
beard of in that part. 

The news of his lofs was quickly fpread 
^dx>ut by the peafants, who ventured to con- 
demn with loudnefs the behaviour of my lord« 
and each felt for the daughter whofe lot it might 
have been. But here the calamity did not 
ceafe \ the young woman, who had againft her 
1 3 will 



t74 THEODOHB CVPHON* 

will fobjefkd herfi^I^ to the embraces of a man 
ihe hated, was ftrack with horror at the un-^ 
known fate of her father; his (kgart haunted 
her imagination, and feemed to threaten her for 
her weaknefs. She few in her l^er the iiwr- 
derer of her father, and the ruin of herfelf : life 
became ho longer worth pdfleffing. No hif «f 
comfort darted through the impervioui darkneb, 
varied only by phantoms of dreadful Icmiiation^ 
and in left than a w^k the lovely ^hM^ar^ 
inntx^nce wte UooiiiiHg ribd i»o ttHM^ hv^tig 
t>refcribed a period to her ^woe8% . itot /^IVtet 
tongtie fhali c($ndemn an aSion i#{fiijg turn 
linguilh and unuttcfraMe dt^^ir* 

My uncle, who knew the ill cdnfe^ueMSI (tf 
exciting popular hatred, endeavoured to com- 
)x>^n!J, iy g^^^ng feverai don^attonft t^ th^ pbor, 
ahd fome hbg(heiidi of ale to the villagm. fit 
alfo provided for the lanienttng mofher, afid'd^ 
fered a rewttrd to any who would bring tidkl^ 
t)f Simpfon, alive t>t dead. Thus fhe vulgair 
•were Winded, and fufptcion thrown from, htm*- 

fcK 
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^i^g^ge where no i«drefii could be h^d ; »n4 tim 

W ^ wfeK*i cried to H(M»y0) fer juftke*. wtn 

burt^dki a oorner, md jK^Sed isK^ C)Uiiioii iio^ 

{HiniOied. 

* 

It is impoffible to defcribe the fi«te of mf 
mind throughout this tranfa^ton. 1 abhorred, ^ 
mi %wtM m m^ch m v^kU the pMenu* of 

fritnc^ f9r ^ jpahiy ii^iimAj M W I0<ft«l4l^ 
H'flnftl ffffrflalitff t if fo diaboiir a'diwd 

« • ■ ■* 

. MyPf«mi«pr<4il(€rfedifaeY^ 
l)^<qFed my t^ fyr ftpdfs piq4 ndfavQiif«4 
te.o9ief09Pe k bj 9 pPfr pl|i» «f piirflMl* Hf 
tf)(^ircd flae with a taftf : for ^ e>ften> gc^idliwr 
rfeiqpileffipiii though not £nr die fervplity of i^ 
inverts. _ I^Obftdertd the iScythian and waoder- 
jttg Tartar as approaching mtareiV to freedom: 
Wd wfailft I cpntemplftted tfieir tndependenceof 
iife, I Heady 0?erloaked ig^Y IS^neffal ndr^ tiU * 
I4 Mr, 
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Mr. Hfrnfoti remarRcd^ . that though lawlefs 
tbefniel^esy' afid aliov^^he luxuries of life-, their 
M^ploytV.etvt ^as i^f, and 'their tradebppiseffioh. 
With Wm I learnt whlit little I know of Arai 
bic, he having been taught by his father, whd 
had been fecretary in the train of an ambaffador 
toTVirlcdy. . • '* - -. • ' * -» 

' In the mean -time my s^^ion dilily ets- 
creafed for EU^s and not having'*¥elatioat 
Mtbcvewith ta div&d>it^ i6e bec4me Mme tte 

concealed (rim tW^^Mldl'^hmViik^c^^ 
own. My prefence ever excited a fmile, and 
leadi of 'tl>e girls feemed J)tcafed with itiy. com- 
pany ; bu^l: fancied^ the eyes of EUiza 'expreflal 
tnore-lhan tfteml all ;! y'e( I dovbted^^ Mi ^trtA 
•tb*4^1i«M* tV^-rcad,^ in tHd- tacif exprcffidn'bf 
coiint^nahad, th^'pleaforc welc^k ifS^ftch cvtherv 
^hilft timidity prevented an' expktYisltion; and 
ifti truth I had formed neither, pltfn ifdf defigiiy 
tjevng iat;»6ed with die hmitsof fritnd(hi{^, ^d 
if te piceffd& cf an kinocent fiimiiiariiy-:' 'bikt<oi}e 
. 1 i ^ afternoon^ 
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afternoon y when I had (loleh from the caftle, 

my Lord D—— -.being engaged with fomo fons 

ofBacchus, I hafiened to Hanfbii's, and whilft 

'the girls wefe fpinning, read to them a poem 

that ha4 fome coniieflion witli love; my left 

hand was placed carelefsly on the back of the 

chair, and Eliza having to pafs, placed one of 

her hands upon mine, and.fmiied'at the fdme 

-time with ineffable, fweetncfs. There was' fo 

much of nature in the a£lion» that my. eyes be- 

hdd a hundred new charms> and I fancied her 

more lovely than 1 had ever before feert her. i^ I 

invduntarily trembled, and for a time was too 

^cbrifufed to continue the poem. Hitherto de* 

ifire had had no (hare in my pa%>n ; but hfr 

i touch had kindled the astherial flancie. within 91^. 

Yet I had often touched her, I had even falutqd 

her; but^the manner, the look, in fadl I know 

- not whtati^ was irrcfiftibly enchanting. / - 

}f -..;;;. .,;,;.. • ^ . ' , 

! i!.I loftily finiftied the poem, jand wHliing jo 
.rfxamincmyfeJf, tookia lyalk along the banks pf 
c'thc river, 'She kwfes me, faid I to inyfelf ; the 
■j,'.-j I5 heavenly 
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hewenlj Elksa fets a value upon me.- lam 
^ar 10 her ; Vft are formed for ^adi other. It 
ivouU kill me to iee her the, wife of any other 
^afw I am rich. 1 will miatny filisa^ who 
lias fenfe and beauty to adorn the paJkct of 
royalty. 

Thde were tmly.the ingiiments €f a knw, 
who in odntemptating the uitimatimi) overlooks 
all tnteryenmg oppofiti<xi8. I pafled the 4*011^ 
the day till night dreaming on the ftlicky I 
ihould enjoy with Eliza at a wifo. Frdra this 
TifKm I was not awakened, till myl^um to tbe 
caftle brought my Either to me^mory^ with all his 
fchemes of grandeur and alliance ; fchemea whidi 
I eould ill comply and with^ which thfeateoed 
te dellroy at once my airy fiibric. 

I had, however, learnt to countenlniie cvin* 
ning by cunnipg, and coolly to weigh before I 
entered on aAion. I fummed up in my mind 
my dependencies and independencies. The 
former being my unde*s eftflteyand my £ithc^s 

eight 



lefght hundred a ydtt*^ the latter «ii dtiiiwky ef 
two httDdred potrnds, & kodfe and ftfiall ^ftkte cf 
^y poiitids'A^dr, Whicii' tef^ame mfneiwidh- 
kM coiltrdui at the age of 4dnbt^ea. 

As I de<pi<ed the tinftl^ grandi^r, und }ii ^ 
true romanticity of youth conddered 4bis affi 
ample eftabliihment, where the mind would 
ia^CLhi&ix^ to contbhidate .itfUf,.' nAdiAutbed 
iiifik6>byijplfiBdoi*!aad:igy,tooiit, . i1»fittefd/rK«t 
-inlGaiisig myt'ji&nt which wm to Walt hi] Xh^ 
ittMfllivmmiMonoif .then ioobtaiiii, )f|pb^ 
}£kie^ iiy.fii^tber^'coiireht, and if iiDt; do ma#ry 
5i[ithobt it. >. I /kail not ;iEpQat' the argimients i 
-m&dtQ M|»i«fenttfaefe(ftitpde«f llak^BMadoM^ 
Ixcaotfe'iteia 'iQinx>f ynmf.jetdaige^ Inode .of 
Uiinkif^tbediherty of claoiceba fixed princa- 
^y bidyitD be^Jeiaycd wbeci^'a .CDihpetency i'm 
notfecuredy or fufpended frcubLcCal»iiMialiar 
perfonal defe£L 

•' t^klie^'W6 Wdl'fflfe ^t>i^?rtdito ^f' fcbnotfr 
i^Kfch'gbftcfttcd^MrV^ari^^^ tnift bftn *«h 
'^-- i ' 16 • the 
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the impon^ue^t fecrct.,, 'I ^w thatihe clofely:.ol>- 
fcrved ^ tiehaviour to feis d^^ghters;aIld:in4^ 
jc6Hy feCQndc^ my f;Hher*s mlc^ti^tf^y^by dj^ 
courdng on.j^e- ^(f^reffity of equal ^i^aaxriageS;; 
wbere no fentiment was liable to duplicity from 
f ratttudp) nof wj ')}«tnan^s meade by^^perior 
wealth. ' • f ; 

'i Jafbaliadt ^^ thyiikiclefs lexpencet Beeheferit 
10 W«rfttiim(fer fehool, wto« he witt:'cGfri(ideFbd 
^as'a youth of talents aindi .indaflry \ a charalfter 
which flighted bis father, wte natorally lock- 
ed up to his pabxM with gratitude, and pitied 
kht fsiiingB of : his ^tdve; /concluding in the 
igoodne&pfhis heak!t;..Aat hardwart^ gO^cmH* 
joietit of paffiofa. when placed . in:: pafieffion/ dl 
power, and ignofant of thofe principles and 
' rules whiph teach, that to he beloved is ^bette 
ihaatoibefestred* - - : ." j*' ' : - • " - - 1 

There is in human nature a ftrai^e principle, 

^lot eafdy accounted ipr, and .which is^fofpi- 

cioiji,. when. confcio)U that we ax^ liable to^b^ 

/ fuipeded. 



fi^rpedled, 'Thus ^ever, rj)6fpr<> li^ivi^^g |ipf tticd • 
ai^y plan upon ^nza» Pba4 vifit^cl Y^UHout cODr 

aiems;<lmti(^»f Ltydd^plyj bcJievcd^Mr, Hwr 

tinoed wilh faftQicd'-cgujCipn, ,my. word^ »fefe 
guarded, my bebayicn^r ConftraSmB ; ,and fo far 
did thUJinfatuatioo carry tn«> thatiwben prefimt 
^kniy faAcTj^ i/watjcbfdneycriy w/Drfl;.aod.lo6||: 
iD difcove^ ifihe hadaiiy^ k^aocviti^dgeiof^my de-^ 
ifign: . ..' f\l^ ; - ' xil.i '. ■■ .-;..: ;: ni ..,.;; < ; 
... .: .. . :,.-/. -... •- . ...,:J 
The change in nay behaviour could not efcape 
«h& notice 4££liia.' Shi foogb^to difdsveMhe 
^Qjifk^mmfilbdksr.^ 0iad^ ;of ;&dsfefe audck 
Janguidffihtlc dhrdt:jup^m:hfsr.fiattti!|»9iandiif ib^ 
iadddenf I^pj^rdached heilwben'fhe did notes* 
|>e&;3Qie ; a ccimfon btuih dyed:her cheek^^iand 
neck \ paffion^ reftflined^only^: by:tbeipyre&oi2e 
of a third perfon, impelled me to catch her in 
»ir : Pi®i«* sm#. 1 ^.v<e \nt^rwi«J t€t ^i^:>lfiBiifend 

.. -:,K • .The 



lift V imtiA^pRj ^^radir. 

Tht ^Q&cfi^^ tomft young 'ladies ¥im «§ 
ilnknown td £lita^ as that coM prndetjr, whidk 
to l» won, Jnmiik lie nlottKl: in jler bofont itk 
fentibMls^ gmtiiite mod^ftjr «fd itmbofeot mm* 
taM «kik t^icet ^iid ^^ ^^ Wtw (&med 't 
^fli iiicisiififtmt miiJk ^kH4$r, Iter ^Migue wai 
mhe^ual to diaqplioiity. Tliis irvfie t/S con^aiitf 
ibuttfiEcittdotfr eiigemeft t^eotM to fcnoe eat^ 
^hition ; «nd'^ft wot not «iniiiy ie^niiig& after> 
-irfhmichanGby 'die-fiiierid of lonttrs, bvou^ fU 
together in a narrow' winding path which kl 
tl^rough the wood to the river. 

^;ii/At cb^ fuokiioent I dmoft vHftRd-Jto avoid 
ihtfv; We AuiQaliy*£|uAi(sl) i flpweior^i^iis, 
triitidiy^tpiigo0£filultdrcd» aA&wb iwottkid jfbirei* 
-nl yards togdtber iw fikhce/ ^ it isi beahtifid 
^iimifing/'iaH}.l4rt>fl^. >^ Satwhy a»e'yo« 
tidci&b^iiqittout yodr£ftmr* i <' i < V? < 

me, M¥.lQie(sddlter1frtiy 76U dd hM^ 

as you ufed ; are you angry at any thing j'' 

0. : •• Angry, 



<< Angtyl Eliai; no. Bat it is dangerous ; 
for wbo can fee fe many boKitiful girls ivkhcnit 

'* And is it," faid (be, with a blnih and a 
fmile^ wfaiift h^ tyt% glknced on my ftce, 
*^ amdSs itthen dangoxms to love? B«t yoii, 
<Mr. Theodore, canilot be in that danget ; you 
mnft look up to foaii&ody of h'^h bilt|i» wilh a 
large fortune.'^ 

I tfaodgbt (he ^hed at this (eateitce^ ngr 
idbde Ion] dwelt upon my lips, atsd I, ventol^ 
to ^ut my asm Totind iM waift. ^^ Not" cvied 
i, ^ Elieai beavebiy maid I never will I mtay 
viitom any principle but love; my feul doats 
uponyou^itteDsmeyon wtUbekind. Des^ 
girl 1 my Eliza !. my angel ! your charms have 
ever given m^ dtH^t ^lom Ae hour I "fidl law 
yoQ ; and your aGGomfMbflmionta have h^nmi 
me to yott fcr eve#. Tell me ithta^". faidiJy 
kiffiag bee chodci << leH 'aae, mf Elia»; wb<^t 
iam1to;bi>per' 

«*Ican« 
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** I cannot,'" &(d fhe,'tiienibling, and blu(h- 
ing as crimfon, " for was I to fay how dear you 
ar^o me, would your father or your uncle ever 
confent?" 



c <^ Let us truft," I replied, f * to love. I have 

fufficieht; and with you, deaceft maid,, what 

'(hall I want more? £ut I will make my father 

•confent i hard and inflexihie as he is in purfuit 

of grandeur,* he will not be aWe. to parry my 

arguments. I will tell him, that though he 

.mari'ied a woman incapable of the duties of a 

wile, I, for the honour of the family, will inaocry 

•^^e that is: and Iwiil aik: himiwhich is ^ft» 

to have money witKdiit.a irfifc,;or a wife with- 

i>ut nioney;rforf with me^ flietis hot a .wife, wbo 

ib incapable for peiiforming its duties^" . 

^' Thefd argum^srwere^ the fophifms of iove, 
^and '{ef^ed to >eftat»U^ caimniefs ip bar qiindbs. 
<^«Veqitel of ^0Uridiiboui:fe was tbm endiant- 
'irigi bttt oii paper who tan tiianimil die tender 
cxpreffions which a look conveyS,*Qr tiiejii/'z?i«^tf 
' . * which 



which eharitis iii <lfo\tmiftiinfipid 4f%oBdHof 
Ia^eits> ..My^doHtitcy.foiii&de my preffio^iElizi 
to (a^ihe Jo^qdrtoec/Il J&#ar9 Iko^widik^ilitf 
didlby aiid ; J fp9i^d ifeajGir blttihe&fiid) aucoofsffK 
fi6n 'nmAf hame eoft. , I hH jbefi^e her .die fkin 
I hAdiorxnods ^H^i&ax b^t ivcTiii^ttfas Ji!nnin4 ^ 
ed tttt;I..ih(||iidjbs pC jage ct^.-^nt^f^onimysUttle 
tftajo,ivb«n;I>yA»W prrfs my fjatorto^dtifftot^ 
9a4 flP^ ber my 'w^ at all Jbas9,Bdt. ir ' t 

To thii (he obje6led, being only fevcntecn, 

rerfopablQ. pbjiSiStkxi taAd ,')» .D^fiefticto'.Qfripfcft"* 

J£li9a;:m]pfi«ty,i9nUed »iaHtiiK}^k\oM hbtbm 

%ft;^H?«W^a qf :Qur,-q[i«|ja^i.aqtoo»rWg^ni)eilt 
Yf^ pafefl^, butgaa5y^hf^:^iwrWi?tewfi a&eivi«ra)!d9 
ftole from obfervatiom . ♦<! ' 



«ij,i i 



Perhapti 
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Fbiiq^ itf» yaa imrirtlUak Etin wai nbv 
fe jpobdeht as vuoMijihouli warrant, or Had 
vbttU hotlw$c ^wkxMi to «landi^iiie mefct« 
ihgi, ifot remtmiicfr, tbatwewtfttkanwti^iom 
mr youth td each otber, aod diat ime 16««e finks 
fbom tbeiAoftdiftaiit iq^pFoachof- g«ite> ^)i«« ii 
in it a nr*fineiiiem vAichh^n ttgolinftiSmCiJiEillty, 
9liit^ In fad} l0W which )l <M¥id«id^<M intttMal 
good qualities upon viit«« Hffri tMOM^ ni l^gSf 
eufts If^bca an injury can be intended; 

^iadl«tlM»i MMfM^SkiptMfl l^nfcri,<«ll(» 
kwi hloifdf iMtfcid Kmuiie ta tovt^ i >*. 
ftr««ddwtteiK^s« tm*<tf^ tad #tie«i «wiAll»» 
w«bM 4)Aot^ jtfliflMitfiil fofture dTvTpiMilttltt 
«d»fidtifc*^ ^hkV yit ka watHtfd ir^silriNilSi^ii m 
j^ase, stn4 f «Mi «iy t^j#t> thovgh I 'Wtflfted-Hb 
HHem him ft^ ifbi^'«tieiilfleri> !ba»llli)(kH 
jioflSible to begin. • ; • 



Tfaut Ac time paflM iMiFafs wlikb toooght 
sne to nay firft *age of independent^i «!^ea ia 
company wilh Mf. H^mfpOf I ix)de over to the 
fittle manfien'to take poQHQon. I lelt on this 
ciC€s£jC»i) the fweets. of power, and the pride na*- 
turally arifing in tb^ hearty when we iet our 
foot on the gromdf «nd kj-'-^his is mim. I 
jaw at once fmm . whence fpi^uig tyr ann^yt and 
^at It Si ibe mmt of mm to^i^pife at coa^ 



jittk atenttioi\^ 'and HD|>row|m/spta ; |d^flg;ibe 
J«¥e]jr: ElifH 1>^ is^y €d^«s a ftcond £ve in thfe 
:4tni«kial pamdife I bid fu^ined* Mr« Haqfim 
^gagcd in Ua lown iboog^ did not interrupt 
3km pkafing dmamt^tad we reached the bonfe 
almoft withmit^atLtfig^ The {lerfon wbohad 
Stmiiale o^isdeli?^ iia wkh f<|tisfii£^iQn, taking 
|>lelafitre in leading v$ fmiH roomlo room, and 
defcribitig Ae fHirpofi^ each had Ibeen en^loyed 
in by her late miftrefs. 

From 
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From one of the rooms, fitted up witli great 
heatnefs, wS had a view of a fine vale extending 
a confider^ble way, adorned on-'^di fide by 
fcangin^ woods dnd fcattered cottages. " THis," 
laid file, *•' was the nx>m my miftnefs ufed to fit 
in, and call her own, as it is by far the prettieft 
in the whole houfe, and mort retired.*' ^* Then,** 
repHod. I^. without *refleAibn,f.^* this fliall bfc 
•fitted up for my ' wife^ as I w^uld give her* the 
choiceff apartment here," — " Blefs yoiirrhoi. 
noar,'' faid fhe^ '^ and will you then fprfake 
lUie greait M manor, and the fine ^t cif your 
'^ther, to live in this iktie plsipe amofag^ lis 
p(k>f folfa Come,*' fi^d M*/ HanfiMi, 

<* let me add fomething to the plan, . Thishoxife 
Iball be re-modelled into a tc»iple of repofe ; 
thdfe fiells round it we will convert mto^vesi 
and never fiaiding bowers }' this valley fliall be 
^called TeropC, and whca' Mr. Theodore and 
*hi* lady arc weary of thfc confufion of high life, 
they.ihall retire here, and you (hall be the 
prieftcfs of the place.'* 

- . ^ This 
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This eflfeAually difguifed the fcnfeof what 
I had faid, artda^ter dining we fet pat tp return ; 
but thefe few words had confirmed Mr. Hani 
fon's fufpicioDS, and at the (ame time'/givien 
him an opening to putfue. 

" I was furprifed," faid He, '* it your think- 

, ing of fitting up that little houfe for your, wife, 

do you imagine ^ny lady of rank and fortune^ 

would live in the way your romantic fancy 

would prefer ?" \ ! . • - • . 

*^ It does not foUowv" faid I, ** that I am 
not to make- that houfe :my refidence, or^th^t to 
pleafe another, I ffiould be married to' one unf 
pleafingto me,^' ** But," faid he, " you can* 
not furely. Have been fo impruVient as to have 
formed ady feciret engagements,' nor fo fooliih 
as. to make tefolves againft the lady your father 
may perhaps pointout to y6u ?'-. ' 

" My friend," : returned I, " I know what 
you (ufpeStf and now I am independent, it 

would 
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would be unwofthy of me^ to make it longer a 
cntter of coooealment. I love your dau^Ceri 
£Iiza, I loTe her to doating— nay» be not far- 
prifed."*^** No^" replied he, eiKfeavouring td 
bide hit emotion, <' I am not; tmt I am very 
much concerned, and I take to myfelf tlie blame 
of not preventing what I ou^t to havefimfeen, 
and whidiy I Oonfefe, I have jfbr fi>me limd 
Aaied.'* , 

*«'And where," demanded I^ ** is tbeocca- 
fion of any concern about it ? I will advance 
leafons to my father he vrill be unable to con- 
cuovert, and befidesg am not I ttidq[iendent, and a 
Britoor ' 

** But thcMigli yott are both, that will not 
fcrcen you from duty, and my duty muft be to 
ad: on the fide of your father. Forgiiw mtp 
therefore, if I am obliged to de&pe you wiU not 
come to my houfe, otherwife I flialt be neceffi** 
lated to part With my davghtcr, and fend her 

from 
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from un^r my <^are, a Ifaing which you knovr - 
wouJdimicb affi'uSI: me." 

" How r' fcriei I> impfltt^ntly, «^ do you caH 
diifi Iriendibip and doty ? Is k not bodi At 
Iriendihip and duty of a good- inan» to promote 
tbe happincft of anothd; whenit does not take 
^omhttown? To marry your danghtef is the 
ifirft infiih of my fool. To love her is become 4 
principle bf my nature^ and £> long has her 
image been combined with every fchcnne of my 
mii3d, that to eiafe it is impoffibk, and to fub- 
ftitut« Kiotber,eqaaily vaio/* 

*• Yqu^/* replied he, f*ufuaUy thinks thusw 
The firftjpaffion of the heart is ftnaog, and ufa^ 
aliy wipng founded, beCaufe it ftays not coolly 
Id reafon, but is hurried impetnoufly forward by 
p^yfical caufes, and exterior beauty ; but; bogr 
leldoQ^ are thofe fe]e(9idns of continuance, how 
^Idom are they gratified, and wHen gratified, 
lliey mofUy want the folidity of merit to charm v 

when novelty hath departed/' 

"Tis 
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" 'Tis true," faid 1, ** I allow what you fay, 
for how very few, if we may believe report, 
marry with reciprocal eftceiti. — But Hove your 
daughter, and.my love is returned— otir dtfpbfi* 
tions and modes of thitiking agrc^e, bur whote 
fyftem of being and of adking are^ alike,. She 
poffefies fo much 'learning fr6m your inftroc- 
tionsy as. to qualify her for giving charms to the 
iiours of'folitude, without bamgfol^lkd' as tkr 
deduce frpm'her (bftnafs a$ a female:'' ^ P' 

*^ On my word;" faid he, '* you beftow up- 
on her great encomiums ; the rhetoric of a Jovcr 
is irrefiftible, and if Ihe has fobliflily betrayed to 
you the ftate of her ^fFe^ioos, I kiidiWtot wliat 
to. lay : for whilft duty bids rite aa?-tte't«ireora 
judge, nature 'Commiands -me to a£k.'that of a 
father. I will therefore propofe-a rtiediiitki; 
You fliall reftrain yourfelf from Eliza for one 
year, at the end of which term if you <:ontinutS 
to love, I will not pppofe it, hut if during thafi 
term you endeavour to fee her/ I muft acquaint 

your 
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your father, arttl fend her from -'your know- 
ledge." 

•* A year ! twelve months !*' cried I, ** and 
not fee Eliza ; impoffible I I muft either fee 
her, or die.*'-^** No, no," faid he, Tmiling, 
■* you will not die, but you muft ftand to this ; 
and if your love befo unchangeable as you flat- 
feryourfelf, it will eafdy overcome this trial of 
its dufatioii." 

, ^ On that point then,'* faid I, haflily, ** I 
accept your td-ms,- bdf they are dreadfully cruel. 
IrMuil, hoWever, 'fee her to-night, and tell her 
thi; rtJotive of my abfence." 

*• ffla," faid he, *• you muft not indeed, we 
miift have no adieu, you muft begin toconquer.'* 

' t now thought Mr. Hanfon in his turn play* 
i«g the tyrant^ ai>id repenting of the promife I 
had made, retired fuUerily to my room, rcfleft- - 
irig on Eliza, and gazing from ray window at 
Vol. I. K that 
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that part of the country where flic lived, not 
without ftrong inclination to brave every oppo- 
fition, and fee her. The promife I had given 
was inconfiderate, the penalty I knew; and 
fliojild without hefitation have braved, bad it 
not beeti for the threat of Mr. Harifon, tojend 
his daughter awayj and I knew him too well to 
fuppofe him not in earneft. Yet when I re- 
fledfcd on the fufpicions Eliza muft entertain at 
my apparent dcfertion, and that tod, at the, mo- 
ment my fortune^ placed independence in my 
power, , I could with difficulty faftain my feel- 
ings. The only way left me was to write, 
flating to her the neceffity under which I was 
bound, and vowing ever to remaia ,true. Thus 
I quieted the perturbance of my mind, -and fpent 
hours in writing, and deftroying what I bud 
written. 

If I bad promifed not, to viftt ^lem,.*. I.had 
not promifed to refrain frc^ ;g9i»g near the 
houfe ; but confidering myfelf liable to obfcrva- 
lion in the day, I ftole from my reft at night, 

and 



r 



with allthe enthufiafm of. poetic rapture, viCted 
the haunts of my miftjfeis. Often vthra eveit 
the zephyr ceafedto br^4i ilt the grove j at the! 
folemn hour of midnight I have leant upon the 
gate facing h^rwindQ»[^)van4^ called on Iieaten 
to b\p& with peace -the Jk)ur$;.of her flumb^rs ; 
and v^ith pfkafure every' mpnxent of the day, 
the enchanting) Q9a3e of Eliza has b^rfl alone* 
feoni my lipii wfeilft I wandercjdiDn th^ ipafgin,- _ 
of the brook, whofe courfe pafled bgfithecnd of 
their garden, and delighted myfelf with fancy- 
ing, that her fair face had perhaps been reflefted 
by its waves. 



- Often to relieve my pain, 



IM watch the current— to the moon complain, 
And as wild fancy taught my roving mind 
Her name, I'd carve upon the Afpin's rind. 
Sigh to the winds, or in the woods dark fliade. 
Form fimple verfes on the rural maid. 

I believed that I fufFcred all the hardfhipsof a 

lover in romance, I neglefted my ftudies to give 

myfelf up to all the indolence and voluptuour- 

nefs of contemplative paffion. The energy of 

K 2 my 
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my mind was abfbrbed by this aione. I dreamed 
df £li£a> I (aw^ nothing bot Eli^a, and delighted 
In nodiiilg which djd Mi t^ind me of h^f . 

IcofitriTed to cotivey her my letters; by tbefe 
we could <x>nv^tf witboot cmbairaflhsent, th« 
fofteft expreffioRt could be rej^ted without a 
blufb-, but yet I was every mMient fighing to 
fee her, from which my fears of kflbg her alone 
withheld me« ' 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 

La juftice Sc le droit font det rainet ideies. 

. JLucOn. ' 

HUS had one month pafied away, whenl 
wa» fent for by my fythcr^ and received with 
fbat soliteoefa I knew him always to aflom^ 
,v^ be was bent oi^ carrying iboie pc^i^ 
.whei^gentlen^ mi^t firft be ^epeflaiy^ 

** the many pains, and all that, yonr education 
Ai«s<^ pe, n(9 l^e plans ^ fra^desijvr f hav(^ 
formed for yon. The time is now ccme "ffl^ 
your fortune and all that will be made for even 
fb^ I ^baU benqeforth reft i^ peace, coi^fidcnt 
^at di^e honour of my name, and that tbei^ is 
prciyjided and fixed* Your uncle has gj^ioufly 
pleafed to fignify, that he has fixed on a yo^ng 
lady for your wife ; tliat confident of your ready 
' • K 3 acquiefccnce, 
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acquicfcence, and all that, (as you have ever 
been a dutiful lad) he has even taken on him- 
felfthe trouble of making -pfopofals, and that 
t'lere, to the lady's relations, and fo, let me tell 
you, you will have a very trifle of trouble, and 
the heirfhip of the manor^ is fixed, and £rm, and 
fccure." » 

' You will cafily believe that thistlrange pJece 
of elocution held me whoHyfiknf, and that loft 
<ni confufion, T could' riot colledl my tf>Di!^gbt«, 
fo as to form a reply, whidi -gave h'lin toohi' to 
fuppofe, that never having oppofed any of his 
comtnandsi my filence wftt ft token otoantint . 

" I am glad," faid he, " ta fee yon have no 

■ « Noobjcftions !" faid I, at once recovering 
myfelf — *• yes, millions ; and. immoveable ob^ 
jeftions- prevent my compliance, and make it 
utterly impoflible I ever (hould.'* 

-- . *«How!'* 
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** How !" demanded he, his eyes flaftiing fire, 
unufed to the appearance of control. ** You do 
not mean torjin the hazard erf your uncle's fa* 
vour, and fure you will not fpum the alliance 
of the honourable R. Sankey ; and befides, and 
all that, you muft khoW) I can cut you off with 
vfixpcnce, and then, fir, let me afk what you will 
be, you will be nothing, an abfolute non-entity/' 

, " lihalJ fiill,*' iaid I, " have fufficieht to 
bar againft want, and with me, peace and hap* 
plnefs is preferable to richei and titles/' 

olju-n that gothic ptieft," faid he, « 'tis 
lie has filled your head with thefe groveling no* 
tionst and this here, but how will you look 
with your infignificant two hundred a year-^ 
the very boys will hoot your poverty, and the 
whole world fncer at yourftupidity." 

*« Let them,*' faid I, carefetsly, « with* 
out tlie vvoman I love, a throne would want 
<:harms to entice its acceptance." . « 

• . K 4 ** I can 
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** I can guefs, I can guefa," repeated he, rif- 
ing in fory. ** T«ll mjc, or by heaven my ven.i- 
geancc fweeps ypu ^fyonJ tbeeartli. 1» knot 
fome pf thpfe iutUlfti daughters of that dr-i-d par- 
fon, who have turned your brain ?— he fbdi 
fuffer-^tte whole kennel of tbena (haU be fer- 
jrctcdowt." 

" Liften,'* cried J, now too much heated to 
^aad on pun&ilios^ ** why lotid with epithets fo 
48iefln9 a fiimlly fo virtuous. At this moment^ 
I tell you I love, I have fworn by heaven it- 
felf never to marry any other than the objeA of 
iny afFeiftioDs, who is all diat woman can af^ire 
4o ; and at this moment when yon threaten 
vengeance oiv Mr. Hanfon for promoting my 
wiflies, I am commanded to leave his houie. — 
tYethis fancied fenfe of Ivonor has extorted from 
me a promife of nor vifiting his daughter, and 
for a month I have n6t feeh her. Yet this is 
the- man you traduce, who filehtly preferred 
;youi* &ncy, toali the claimsof intereft. Inte- 
reft which in fame perfons lead them to fecrifice 
• .V every 
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•^y^y^fiiftSipn.ornatttrc, and majcc a traffic^ 
j»fticC| tionouraojJ humanity.'*^ 

My father was aftoniftied for a time, he was^ 
thiindesfiruck at an oppodtion he hiad never ex- 
p^£lcd$ hut not convinced that the plan? of his 
'life w«re wrong, he coUcdled hiiafelf to t6ply — 
'*^ I$itth»8," cried he, ** you fhake off doty and 
obe^ienQe, and dare to have a will of your own? 
but know, ;hat I have never formed a deGgn 
that I have afterwards changed, and whilft.I 
-live I will pppofe this de;generate paflion, Ypn 
are not yet independent, and that, and the whole 
race of Hanfon ihall perifti, rather than add 
their vile pf^vierty to the feqaijiy of Cypbon. 
You liavc three 4ay8 to refleft, and if you wquld 
B9t fep tfeis wrf tolled prieft on a gibbet forty 
feet high, and his wife and gids ufed as- Sim^- 
fon's daughter, you will agree to what I . have 

My whole frame underwent :v violent tre- 

mpr at dx« pMjlvirc he had drawp j a cqIJ chpl 

K 5 run 
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run through my veins at the horrid reitiecn^ 
brance. " Oh," cried I, ** O my Elrza, never 
ihallitbe.'' 
■ I 
" It fhall be/' cried he, « by heaven it (hall 
be, retire to your chamber, and dare not to fth: 
from it till I have your anfwer."— " Fity me," 
cried I, ** pity your fon, and permit me at leaft 
to take a laft' fight of Eliza.''—** You then 
ipomply," faid he, " I will not be trifled with, 
give me your promife in writing, and you (hall 
fee her ; you fhall if you will take her info 
keeping." ^-. " 

** No !" cried I, with indignation, ** fucb a 
meannefs would indeed be bafe: Eliza fhall 
cither be my wife> or your name fhall be ex- 
tma" 

I opened the door and ' was going to efcape, 
when he called aloud to his fervants to flop the 
madman. One of them I fnftantly flretched 
vipon the ground, and my hand Was raifed to 

flrike 



THEODORE CYPHON. aOJ 

firike the other, when niy father caught hold 
on my arm, and received the blow himfelf. I 
.became inftantly calm, all my fire was evaporated, 
rhad not indeed hurt him much, but my hand 
had done violence to the author of my being, 
and 1 trembled with confuiio|i. Thus I fuf- 
fered myfelf to be confined in a roont in the 
«upper flory, . and might at that moment have 
been drawn into any concefltQn. . . 

- I lamented the unhappy accident. I wept at 
.the involuntary crime, trnd looked forward to a . 
train of calamity. When calm efiough to 
think, I faw clearly that this confinement was 
ijQleiided to kcfepi me from the fight of Mr* 
M^nbn utitil he.v^oul^^be.romoyed fro% the 
country, and fome efFcdtual ftep taken to grer 
vent my ever difcovering his retreat. I dcter- 
mmtd tberiefore,^ >t '9^1 hazard to^efcage. to fiy 
;with Eliza to Scojtlafid,^and never again returp 
.withrn &e^ circle of. my father's power, , . 

K 6 1 waited 
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I wated with patience till convinced die 
ivhole boufe was at reft ; and not having con^- 
•venience for defcending from the window, I 
examined the door, and found it faftened only 
4>j a ftrong lock» whidi I eiideaToured to force. 
This was beyond my ft^ngtb, but difcovering 
that it was fxed with fcrews, with fome dkSn 
cnky I drew them, having only a penknife^ 
which broke twice in the operation. I then 
opened the door with precaution, and liftened ; 
hxjtidl v^as filent, except the hall clock. I de- 
scended widi care, haftening to the great out 
^dodr, but it was, fafteoed, double hxd&ed, and the 
key taken away. I now ^Imoft feared efcap* 
ing; but finding the parlour door open, (eU'- 
tered, uiibarred the windcvw, and leaped into 
the yard. 

I now confidcred myfeK' efcaped fi^m eppret 
'fion, and ran forward with ^d ;-bttt Ibad^iot 
jHToceeded a hundred yards when a^mato Aafted 
upon me, grappled me by the j(houlder, and 
threw me on the ground* I ftmggled in vain 

t9 
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to difengage myfelf, and as he caHed loudly for 
help, (Ufcovering by bis react that it was th^ 
-f)orlcr, 

*< Peter/' faid I, *« will you alfobc an inftrti. 
rtent of tyrapny ? Witt you farce me to marry 
this girfJ I abhor? I tdi yiou I will n^er da it, 
•let mc go thtii."-^** Poor fdbw !" laid he, 
.^leaking to bimfejf. ^' MafieriVam't decc^lvedy 
jfure enough^ he*$ as mad as a March hare."**^ 
" No, no," faid t, " Peter, 1 am not m^d. I 
fhall be your mafter, you know : I will make 
your fortune if you wiJi' go to ScOtkod with 

" Aye, aye,*' faid hc|/^ we'll go to Scotland, 
JMXt.that'l be Mlhen ii^e recoKrer our wits." I 
iA^r by iim ^ mUbmitiftood me* I made an^ 
.othtr.effiuttDieibipe^ but .lie iwas a pawerfid 
:iiKm; ^imI; ndtfoeiagipofieffid, as:he falne^^ by 
iafuperDatandifi»]3it, I faaBaad if, impo^le to get 
&ee. Some Servants, cpud&ly anrinred 9^di l^hte, 
and my fstbar at thcdr I^ad* *^ Tziat csste of 

youtfelves* 
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yourfelves," faid he, in a feigned tone of com-, 
paffion. " Poor boy I Take notice, Cymon, 
how his eyes roll. *Tis a fad thing to lofe one's 
fenfes, and jail that." 

« What," faid I, " would you pretend that I 

^m mad? But your arts ihall not. prevail^ I 

"will never have her: and- fince you ufc me 

thus hafbaroufly, cut off my title to your eftate, 

bid my uncle difpwn me, and I will fmile at you 

both." . ; ■- 

* " Poor lad !*' faid he, with a galling compo^ 
fure, *' I do not doubt that at prefent a king- 
dom would look to thee defpicable : thy poor 
Jicad cannot retain its judgment." I was *too 
much confounded to reply. I could dot have 
•believed, a treatment like this was poflible : . it 
I'edoced.me to.a.fiate thejnoft miferible,.as:it 
deftroyfid the confidence of, all. wiio. ni^ht have 
helped me, and gave the air of parental regard 
to a£kiohs the mott infernal. X knew, from the 
treatment of Simpfon, the mercy 1 had to hope; 

but 
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but yet I expefled as^a fon I Ihould have had a 
claim on the feelings of a father : at worft J 
confidered it as a farce to intimidate me, and 
which could not be carried toxxtremes. 

With thefe hopes I endeavoured to cheer nay- 
fdf during the firft night of my ^life that I had 
felt f erfonal wretchedncfs. I made no farther 
attempt that night to efcape, having now gre^^r 
! expe£tations from the day, when I might per- 
haps gain affiftance, or by manual Exertion force 

I In the mortiing I was a.W<dt<gFied by thjs en- 

trance of my father* ' ** ;So» luy iad," faid he, 
I . ** you thought to outwit the old boy, and all 

I that; but I have circled you round lijke a fly in 

. a Web. You Oull be a prifoncr for life, uriJefs^ 
, you marry this yoking lady.^ . And let me tell 
I you, this very day the whole tribe of Hanfons 

; ihair be turned out as.vagabonds. Y4>u are \^» 
\ ' dependent, and that tbcre, are. you ? You Oxstll 

i . J find 



find though that «ight huodred pounds are bet« 
ter than two.'* 



I returned no^nfwer to 'this infuk, though 1 
felt artguifli extreme at the fufFerlngs I knew he 
would in/diSt on the Hanions^ and I almoft^de- 
termined to facrifice myfelf to procure them 
fafety. Bat was it inluun^^ nature volunfqorily 
to abandon the objoA of (b idog an zSk&Mi} 
■%Q give up! the food ideas^ of bappinefs I had 
formed, and fuhmic my fortune to the dire^ion 
of an imperious man, who expe£ted mankind to 
bow their heads before him ? No. I here tiad 
a fpice of his oMmobfttnaey, ^nd fouitd to con- 
cede was ifoorally impof&ble. ^ * 

? I medfured fhe heightoflihe window with my 
eye, and £aw, that by t jiug two {beets tc^dier* 

•I {hould be able to POSLCJti Aie; leads <^f a fakiof), 
wtiieh jutted out k%w tbe'gaxden, and that from 
thence I might leap |a the groiUid. I admired 

' the precaution.of the fmUiUyi wh0 oiily yeh- 

• - * tured 
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tured to open tbe door ajar, whilft they put ia 
my food, haftening away wit|iovtfpeakiQg. 

'As fixm as die dufk of tbe eiretiing came on, 
I caft my eye round to difcover^if any obferver 
was near» but not perceiving any, I ventured to 
descend to tbe leads, leaping from thenCe H> the 
ground. This fuccefs inTpired me with conii* 
^ence ; but knowing I ihould qifickly be pur- 
fued, I liaftened to pafs the wiall^ in order to 
isach a little thicket^ wheve I pfopofed to lay 
concealed till dark. I h^d not remained k>og 
in this place before I was ftavded by the voicet 
of fome perfons coming towards me. ^ I woo* 
der," faid one, ** what has turned his brain, for 
fifirtgin it i$, he lis quite fffmef of he wiould not 
^ye given his father that blow, nor have biif^d 
fith a main bight.'* 

. ♦* I would have u$ «akc care," rctwrndd'the 
pther, «< that be don'^ bite. HeMl be fixed, i 
Jcnpw, for this dodge, for mafter (ays he'U fend 
hicn to the mad-bc^ife, ?$ he's fear'd he'U elther 

do 
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do himfelf or us fottic mifchief^ and'bcfideff," 
he's promifed a reward to ftop him" 

A dafftp fweat came over me at this intelli- 
gence. I faw myfelf truly circled' round be- 
yond cfcapc ; and in place oif attempting to flyi 
Iriol¥ judged it beft at once to haften to the 
town, and lay before the^ overfeers the whole 
matter, that their power might be exerted td 
prevent fo criiel a fcheme. Without further 
hefitation I critcrfed the town, and was walking 
Dp (0 the^msigHlfates'i Wh^i Iwas feized atoned 
on both fides by 'vwo black fmichf» who had fot« 
lowed at a little diftance. 

^* H9II00 ! maftermadman \*\ faid one, ** what 
yai^'re taking an airing. << D— me, Dick» the 
five guineas be owrn»" 

••lam not mad," fatd I, ** fpeaking calmly, 
you are much impofed on ; and if you will go 
^ Mr. Hind's, I will prove to you that I 9m \n 
my fenfes; and if you are to have five^ guineas 

for 
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for' (lopping me, I will pay you as much to let 
"me ga/* ' 



( 



' * Thfcy were ready to confent to this^ but 

flatted an obje£lion to going to Mr. Hind's, as 

-they fhpuld run the hazard of nty' father's dif- 

piearcire; if khown to fuller my efcape. Whife 

we thus parleyed, feveral of the towns-peopte 

came up. They had juft learnt my leap from 

the window, and infifted on my goidg back. I 

on my part demanding to be carried to Mn 

•^Ki^d'i; ^lliefe ^fiorts only ftrengthened flieir 

l^lidfok of mf infinity i and the expedition 6{ 

Udditkmal reward added dDitTidioii* l^hils 

agaiii I was delivered up to parental defpotifsi. 

My father had even the s^arance to apply fbr 

Ihe ftrait-waiAeoBt^ and the next day I was 

conveyedy in this ftate of non-refiftaiicey to a 

private mad-houfe. 

I fhould have endeavoured at o{^[x>(itiony hot 
I fouifid ftruggks and renfooftraDces only fo 
much againft me. It may be wondered how, 

in 
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in the fiice of the world, I could be treatedr with 
fo much inhumanity^ but the world gives itfelf 
very little trouble about private injuries. Who 
would fuppofe a father could a£t thus to an only 
fon? What fon in bis fenies would fVrike a 
fiitfaefy }$r\io had th^ power pf diQqheritaoceJ 
Wotlld fty from bis hcmfe pt night, declare he 
was going ta Sootlattd, a^i^d after leaping frpm 
an oppei* window, japply to a m?S3n;rale^ tp teU 
hind he w^ ia bit right ttakt f ^- < 

Sitcb was dieliftof proofl my fatfiera^^moe^ 
10 any wJiQ v««cui^4 (Qe»qj«ire; ^^A A^ifi 

fiwifo 'might bfrlS^l^ife^^ Tr^ wai^il ^y4f»M 
^mib^iotf , ^Ifpritfi^-^f ipy Ubftnty, m^ left jp 
Ibr dEiercy 9fD»e.<?f t^p-gtf^^ wlWf» Jp jm- 
iiiie, who W89 i^i»qper of this i^iwury • 

The houfe itfelf was fituated in a wild part 
'cf the country, diftaot frdm any publiii r0ad» 
and wcomij^utkd witb 4 ftrc^ wall, heW no 
coaintinicattQuwilthfurrQUndinginbfibii^l^ts. It 

was 
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was an old houfe, confifting of many rooms,- 
jumbled together almoft without defign ; ^ery 
window was ftrongly grated ;, and in place of 
centlnels^ two large maftifis ranged the gardens 
it nfght. Thus hopes of cfcape fi^emdd wholty 
^Icluded, and no other way before me than to 
give op my fcheme, and take grandeur antfd a 
Wife I did not Idve ; in plkce of mediocrity and 
the woman I adbtied; ' 

To mfe who had ever been ufed to ramble at 
will through woods and fields, confinement ap- 
peared intolerable; but when to this was added 
my faUrs and angutfh at the fate of Elizslf I 
ghafhed my teieth in miCbfy, furvcfyied ' withi 
wtldnefi my nafi^ow }fl<cl^tti«9 and ivas ready t6 
rtiih upon the gratings of my Window, Ixke^ 
new taken bird agaihft the wires of its cage. 

i fretted myfelf almoft to niadneft» and mor6 
than once thought of eliding my cxiftfcnce ; but 
ftill ^he image of Eliza infpired me with a defire 
to live. Befides, I h^d a diftant hope that my 

. fathe. 
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father might relent, or at lead that his. death ^ 
would releafe me. 



; , Whtn, a ^ittlc reconciled to my fituation, I 
cndeayoared ta foften my keeper, promifing. 
him large rewards if he would fuffer me to 
efcape, and in turn threatening hinj wixh ven- 
geance, if under the naalk pi infanity. he dar^ 
retain me in prifon. He rqtijrned only taunts,^ 
and broken curfes, from which I eafily fufpedled 
tliat he bad fomefubft^jati^l reward, and that 
further attempts would be vain. 

; It is a juft obfervation, tl^at th^re is no (ituation 
b\).t..miay,iii fome dfg^r^ b^j reconciled ta us by 
continuance, :and . th^at : we acconimodate our- 
felve^ to every change of fortune. The jmaxims 
my memory had ftored up, by degrees /hone 
through the clouds of defpair that hovered round 
mp. I hc^sn, to difcover witliin me ^ fpirit to 
^dlJop; anrd felt theenergy of refolution fupport 
my drooping mind ; I even drew courage from 
tlie greatuefs of my fufFerHigs> taking pleafurc 
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in recounting them, till they raifcd me to a 
height fo elevated that I feemed.to triumph ^ 
over myfelf and my enemies, .and to fet their 
bolts and bars at defiance. ', , . 

♦ , - - • ■ . ■* ' ' * . 

In place of fhrinking bex\eath the preffure of 
tyranny, my fpirits arofe to oppofition, and I 
fighed to convince my oppreffors of their paucity 
of power. . I exerted every poffible means of eigt-f 
creafing my ftrength and agility in my litUie 
apartment, by leaping and conftant exercife; 
fometimes making a noifc fo great^ that my 
keeper came in alarm to fee if I had not brpke 
through my apartm^, and was half inclined 
to believe, that if not airieady mad, I iliprtly 
iliould. ^Confident that, though much lefs in 
ftature, . I was ^ble to mafter him alone, when 
fupportedby-the defire of efcape, I aflTunicd an 
^pp^arance of fatisfaftion, that he might venture 
into mv chamber, which he never dared to dor 
alone^ nor without a large flick. - ' 



It 
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It happened, however, one day, that his man 
was gone to conduft a lunatic to the houfe, and 
Yiot fufpei^ing an attempt on. my part, he ven- 
tured alone with my food. He was no fooner 
In the room than, with a fudden fpring, 1 threw 
myfel^upon him, and both fell to the ground ; 
t dtfedgagcd myfelf in a moment, leaped down 
the ftai!rs, fcarcely tDUchmg the fteps, and flew 
t6 the door---it was faftened. I rati to the par- 
lour, but the windows were grated ; I feized one 
of the bars, and with a convulfive grafp (defpatr 
adding to my flrength) ihook it in the focket, 
Jmd the next effort found it in my hands, the 
feick- work, which was old and rotten, having 
given way. I heard the keeper haftening down 
flairs as faft as his hurt would allow, for he had 
received a violent contufion on the head ; but I 
was now provided with a weapon, and refolved 
to die rather than r^Kirn. With one or two 
ftrokes I demolifhed the glafs and wood-work, 
darting myfelf through into the garden. I was 
feveriely cut, but that was a matter of little con-? 

fideration, and I advanced to the main gate. 

The 
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The keeper had opened the door, exerting hira- 
felf to overtake me ; at the fame time his fer- 
vant and feveral ftout men, with the new 
comer, entered the gate, and feeing my iltua- 

tion, prepared, to fcize me. 

■ • 

" ** I am determined," cried I, brandifhing the 
iron bar, *' either ta efc^e or perifh on the 
fpot. Let me fee the man who dares advance 
to touch me." One of them ran away to the 
houfe, the others ftanding at a refp-tilful dif- 
tance ; but the gate being faftened, I doubted 
my ability to open it, proceeding with caation> 
left they fliould take advantage behind. 

They were not, however, willing to enter 
within the range of my arm, amufing them- 
felves with my vain endeavours at the gate, till 
the perfon who had run to the houfe returned 
with a long tope. I had no conception of their 
defign, until I found it thrown ovpr me, and my 
high hopes of efcape, together with myfelf, 
ilretched upon the ground. 

Vol. r. L . It* 
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It was impoffiblc now to a£k on the defenfivc; 
my bar was wrenched away, and after being 
feverely horfe-whipt, I was pinioned) and drag- 
ged back to my room, amidft the curfes of the 
keeper and his man, and expreffions of horror at 
my outrageous attempt from thofe who were 
now convinced that I was raving road, and who 
fpread it round the country that 1 had knocked 
down the keeper with my hand, and feverely bit 
him ; that T had leaped out at a window, break- 
ing in my way the iron bars and the frame ; that 
I had fnapped with my hands a large bar of iron, 
and vaulted like a monkey from the ground to 
the top of a gate nine feet high. 

Thus was the country impofed on ; and thus 
was I treated with more barbarity, by means of 
my father, than a malefador ^ the dungeons of 
a prifon. 

From this high ferment of fpirits I funk into 
abfolute dejeftion ; and the only knk of feeling 
I was capable of, arofe from my brviifes and the 

Ia(hes 
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lafhes I had received. I fancied. that to think of 
living in thefe torments would be folly, and that 
I might plant a dagger nev.er to be removed from ' 
the bofom of my father, by ending at once my 
cxillence. 

^ I fat mufing over, this refle6lion in a corner, 
bringing to mind all the virtuous examples I 
could remember amongft the ancients, who had 
dared to pafs the nSift which, hides this world 
from the next, and felt myfelf called on to ihni- 
tate their example. Who, faid I, can call that 
cowardice which is the greateft aS of courage ? 
And let the famous a6liou of Cato, fo much 
controverted, be taken in its true light: he faw 
that to live could not poffibly benefit his coun- 
try; for he had exhau (led every exertion. His 
brave foul would not wait to contemplate the . 
deftrudtion impending; not that he could fear 
for himfelf, as Caefar would have been proud to 
acknowledge him as a friend: but how could 
he behold the glorry of ages expire— rthe flavery 
of fo mighty an empire commence ! He turned 
L 2 awa 
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Scway from the fight, and would not witnefs 
what he could not prevent. 

As to injuring fociety, that argument could 
not apply to me. What father, mother, rela- 
tion, or dependent, would be injured by my 
death ? even the Hanfons themfelves might be 
benefited, as their perfecution would fall to thd 
ground. *Twas true I broke through the laws 
in deftroyii^ an individual from fociety; bfat 
that individual was myfelf ; and I infiifted on 
jnyfelf the puniftiment of death. Thus I at once 
ihould commit one of the greatcft crimesknowii 
amongft men, and fufFer the punifliment of the 
law in my own perfon. And if in a.moral 
fcnfe there was a crime, it was a crime done 
againft myfelf, and not againft another, and 
therefore to myfelf I muft anfwer. 

. To deftroy the exiftcnce of another was the 
greafteft outrage; -but furely I might do as I 
pleafed with my own. In this manner I rea- ^ 
foned, till convinced that no crimination could 

attach ; 
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attach ; ana ft lengthened my reiblution, by re-\ 
colIe<Sting that Samfon prayed for ftrength to 
(bake doMrn a houfe upbqjiinnfelf, and that thus 
ftrength was given hina to murder his enemies 
and commit fuicide. 

The anguifli of niy wounds was in fomc dc* 
grecxblunted by the knowledge that I could 
quickly find a remedy; and if I delayed, it was 
not to be convinced of the redlitude, or to give 
force to my refolution, but to indulge my appe- 
tite for revenge, in contemplating the remorfe 
of my father and my uncle, when the only heir 
to all their high honours ihou^d leave them td 
feaft alone on titles and guineas, Befide I had 
not determined my mode pf departure. My 
hands were bound behind me, and not to be dif- 
engaged without extreme pain, they being la-- 
ceratcd with broken glafs. I had- no cup of 
hemlock or opium to lull me to eternal flum- 
bers. I had no poignard to open at' once a paf- 
fage from life ; and the only way left me, was ^ 
to dafti my head againft the wall. 

L 3 I waited 
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• I waited till the revolving hours had fhrouded 
the earth in darknefs ; I looked out at the win- 
dow but na objeft was vifible, nor any thing to 
be heard, but the rufhing of the wind through the 
trees. " O Eliza !" fighed I, " O, unfortunate 
fair ! (hdl we indeed, never, never, meet again ? 
Is it true, that all our fond fchemes are dream* 
of air, and that my foul is about to depart from 
this world, which (eemed once fa enticing and 
cheerful? But to where am I going, .what un- 
known mode of exigence ato I about toafiume? 
How little is there between this miferable cer- 
tainty of being, and that which no fanty can 
reach to? — Adieu! then, for ever. O, bfelovpd 
Eliza; adieii! fliould it be forever and ever." 

I clofed iny eyes, I ceafed refleftion, I roufed 
my whole foul to take its flight, and bending 
myfelf, ran with violence againft the oppofite 
wall ; had it been ftone, or indeed firm, my 
purpofe would. have been efFecSted, but beiqg 
only lath and phfter, I fell, ftunned and infen- 
fibie into another apartment. * The keeper and 
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two men quickly haftened to the fpot, conclud- 
ing by- the blood flowing from my face, that I 
had done the job. They w^e under great ap-* 
preheniSons left they fliould be called to account, 
but as^ I gave fome fignsoflife^ thef applied 
their univerfaV fpecific the horfe-whip, and foon 
recovered me to a fenfe of feeling. 

It was thought proper that my father (hould 
be acquainted with the accident j in the mean 
time I was unbound, and conveyed to another 
loom* The blood I had loft, and the ffee cir- 
eulation ilow allowed by liberating my hands, 
effectually reftored my fenfes,'though I was too 
Weak even to turn on the bed. My father had 
been inftantly fent for, and arriving before day, 
went firft to examine the damage I had done the 
wall, and then with a ftern inexorable frown, 
entered the room where I lay, 

*^0 ho ! my bear," faid he, " what, we (hall 
tame you at laft,;^and all thai; — are you not tired 
refifting my will? How do you like a tafte 
L 4 ^ of- 
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of Roman difcipline, and that there ? don*t yon 
remember thofe worthies had a power of life 
' and death over their children ? Aye, and 
lets fee, there was your Vidius Pollis who or- 
dered one of his flaves to be cot down to mince 

4 

meat, to feed fome fifhes in his poi^d ; thefe arc 
your nobles.'^ 

** Sir," faid I» making an efic»t to anfwer, 
*< though my body is half deftroyed in attempts 
to gain that liberty you have fo meanly takea 
away, and by the bafe treatment of thofe demons 
you have placed over me, ray determination is' 
unlhaken. Whilft I breathe the breath of lifey 
I will fpurn againft tyranny. — There arelimiti 
of obedience to all degrees and conneflions— 
have not I given up to your diredion the days 
of my life fmce I had a will? In obedience to 
you, have I not obeyed the commands of an un- 
cle as a parent? Have 1 ever oppofed your au- 
thority but in this point, which is to influence 
me through life ? And do you think you or any 
manexifting (hall for a whim link me to pod- 

tivc 
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tivc tnifer jr ?— No, fir ; you may torment, you 
may kill, but you fliall never overcome." 

** I viijlf* cried he, with vehemence and 
flamping on the ground, " who art thou? I 
will ! Do you think that I who have drivea 
many ftarving famUies from their iheds, to (bel- 
ter under the falling fnows ; who have plunged 
the cottager in the damp dungeon for rent ; 
who exaft the laft farthing from the labourer, 
to be enabled to live independent and free, will 
regard the hpadftrong paffions of a boy, and that, 
no ! — the ftrugglc between us is for power, and 
though like a Roman, I cannot inftantly deftroy 
you, yet I can heap upon you vengeance l)igher 
than tht clouds.'* 

I fmiled at thofe threats without anfwering* 
I loft all reverence for a man who had deftroyec} 
the tie of kindred, and determined in my owa 
mind, if I regained my freedom, to fet myfetf 
up againft his meafures of oppreffidd, and blaze 
to the world the bafenefs of hi§ charadqr. He 
L5 fliwg 
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flung out of the room^ leaving orders that I 
was to be ftriflly guarded, JFor if I .was allowed 
to efcape, he would make the country too hot 
to hold him. — ** I warrant your honpur," re- 
plied the man, " though he's a defperate chap 
we'll hold him tight^ fuppofc we was to clap a 
little bit of a chain upon him. — *^ 1 leave him, 
and all that there to you," faid my father, " 1 
fhall fend Flint to drefs his wounds. " . 

The fpirit of fome might have drooped at 
thefe accumulated fufferings, but I was only 
roufed to overcome. The tortures of my mind, 
when refleftion glanced towards Eliza, were 
great, but if I had hitherto failed in my efforts 
to efcape, 1 confidered that what does not hap-» 
pen at one time may at another.. The agonies 
of my body were leflened by calling to. mind 
the fufferings of ancient heroes, and that whilll 
able" to fuftain them, I became more inured to 
hardftiip, and of confequence more able to en* 
dure opprefllon. \ 

My 
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My.defire of death was cooled, by remem- 
bermg that it was in my power to beftow my 
-little eftate and annuity on Eliza, ^hich in cafe 
of my-death without a will, would only add 
to the power of my father. - 

The accidental difcovery that all the walls 
were notfolid, infpired nie with hopg of fome- 
time turning it to advantage. When left alone, 
I examined the room where I lay, in which 
fonie carpenters had been at work, and amongft 
the {havings I found a chifel which to me was a - 
prize of ineftimable value. 

I concealed it in the bed that it might not be 
found amongft my clothes, which they had 
more than once examined, and plundered of all 
the little articles of value. For a month I was 
confined to the bed by my wounds, and then 
only recovered by the native vigour of my confti- 
tution : Dr. Flint having contented himfelf 
with two vifits, and my keepers none of the moft 
indulgent* Being confidered as a charge of 
L 6 truft, 
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truft, and one who might give them much trou- 
ble^ I was removed as foon as well able to (land, 
into a room in the centrcof the houfe without 
any window, and denominated the dungeon. 
A log of wood was fattened to my leg by a chain, 
making a tK)ife as I moved, and was indeed foon 
taken away, for not being delicate of their re- 
pofe, and frequently leaping and walking to 
keep myfelf in exercife, it difturbed the whole 
houfe. In its place was fubftituted a chain of 
five feet length, a burden more intolerable than 
any thing I had hitherto fuflS^red, being now 
unable to take fufficient exerciiie. 

The darknefs' of the roomy the entrance of 
light being confined to a fmall aperture over the 
door, ^confidered as an^ advants^ towards fiici- 
litating my defign of efcape, and w))(en mj 
ftre^gth was fufficiently repaired, I began by 
founding the walls round me, having fortondtely 
fecured the chifci. Two fides were folid, the 
third was the door, and the ibarth deceived the 
chiiiei, being only lath and pbften It was ne* 

ceflary 
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ccffary loeforc I could aft with freedom, to libe- 
rate rwyfelf from the chain, and not being able 
to divide the , links, I laboured to wrench the 
flaple from the floor. The night after this dif- 
covery, I was awakened by a noife near me. I 
raifed my head from the floor to liften, and 
could plainly diftinguifh the voices of feveral 
perfons. Satisfied with this, as the houfe was 
often in c^nfufion from the outcries of the ma* 
niacs and the oaths of the keepers, I was laying 
down again, when I perceived a light refleft 
againfl: the wall, oppofite the hole I had made 
w,ith the chifel^ .My attention was inftantly 
excited, I aroie with caution^ and placing my 
eye agaipft the wall, could diftingui/h feveral 
ill-looking men with the keeper and his fervants* 
I liftened, gathering from dieir difcourfe, that 
amongft other worthy purpofes^ the boufe was 
a rendezvousfor thieves, who were now met>to 
divide their plunder^ 

"Dafli 
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" Dafli my glims," faidone, "Cyphonjsa' 
rum dog to keep this here fon of his*n in quod 
for nothing at all/* 

*< O by the holy vairgin," replied another, 
" but this is nathing at all, at all, to the trim- 
ming he's giv*n to parfon Hanfon ; and dan't ye 
remember old Sinifbn, that, that limb of the de- 

viTs own firft begaten, Lord D fent to 

purgatory — there's as pratfy a pair of jewels as 
we'll fee in'Eilkenny on a fummer's day.'^ 

** Non o'your blarney,'*' cried the keeper,' 
** no talds, or you know what" — ** And what 
then," cried the Ififliman, " may'nt we be 
filent amongft friends? Arrahl but dan't ye 
remember how the claret ran when we gave 
him the word to ftand ?*' 

I was too much aiFe£led by this horrid defcrip^ 
tion, and the hints they had dropped of Hanfon 
to remain filent. I uttered an ejaculation, and - 
clapped my hands to my forehead, — One of the 

thieves 



THEODORE CYFHOIT. 2=3?' 

thieves ftarted up, and believing they were over^ 
heard, fired a piftol in' a moment through the- 
wainfcot, fwearing.he would bje the death ofi 
whoever was there. 

** There's only young GyphoBj" faid the; 
keeper, " and he can't have heard ujs ;- let's fee,, , 
however, that the fparkJs not-endeavouring to. 
get oiit again." — I fummoned my prefence of 
mind to the exigency, and laying myfelf down 
whilft they were going round, feigned to be: 
dreaming. — ** What!*' cried I, the moment, 
the door opened, *Ms myimprifonment tolaft: 
for ever ? Ten years already gone. But I tell 
you it won't do, I will efcape, I will, tear pfFi 
my chains." At the fame time I feemed to? 
ftruggle in my fleep, wliich fp efFeflually de- 
ceived the thieves, that they laughed heartily at. 
tlie adventure ; the one who had fired the pif« 
tol, fwearing, that had he /ound me awjak^, L 
fhould have taken a peep into the world betow ; 
for thcfe people * feldom think of the world . 
above. 

CHAP; 
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CHAP. X. 



|3LEEP for that night no more clofcd my 
eyes, there was fomethingfafhocking in being 
at the mercy of thofe wretches, and the narrow 
efcape I had had,' that my fpirits confiderably 
fell^ and feemed to fubfide from high toned de» 
fpair, to a fullennefe of difpofition, that brooded 
on mifery. I was angry at the want of fome 
judicial enquiry into thofe places, .where a pal- - 
try licence was fufficient title to ereiSl a partial 
baftille, and where private power had the liberty 
to play the tyrant. Undoubtedly, every ma- 
giftrate (hould examine the chambers of wretch- 
ednefs, and fee that no fon c^ miisfortune is 
rfiingled with thofe who fufier the greateft hu- 
man calamity, in a deprivation of reafon. 

The alarm I had given to this noifturna 
junto, pointed to the keeper tlie inconvenience 

-of 
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of rny remaining longer in the fame cell, and 
the next day I was removed into one of the re- 
moteft chamliers in the upper ftory, the door of 
-which was fecured by two ftrong chains on the 
outfide. To judge of the pleafure I received 
from again entering day-light, and breathing 
the air as it fighed through the gratings, you 
muft like me have known its privation, though 
my fituation was very far removed from that of 
thofe who pine out their days in darknefs and 
noifome damps, with a mind loaded, perhaps, 
with crimes, and ao profpe^ in advance but the 
punishment of iavr* 

My firft dofign was to unrivef the bars and 
leap out, but the height exhibited the folly of 
fuch a fcbeme, as I muft have been inevitably 
dafhed in pieces. I examined the walls, and 
found them all foltd ; thus no hopes of imrne* 
diate^efcapc appeared, and I fat down to refledl 
and repine. * 

Several 
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Several days rolled away in uniformity, dur- 
ing which I fruitlefsly attempted to bring over 
the keeper, and with much difficulty prevailed 
on him to convey a letter to my father and vin- 
cic. I thought policy, at leaft, warranted fome 
little deceit, and I attempted to foften them by 
2 recital of my fufFerings, and a promife, that 
tliough I would not marry whom they (hould 
appoint, neither would I one without their con^ 
fent. 

My uncle returned no anfwcr, and my fa* 
ther only a triumph over my condefcendon*. 
" I was a fool," faid I, on reading the paper, 
** to think of foftening thofe monflers of the 
creation, whofe hearts are harder than ada^ 
mant.'* I now gave up expectation of fcleafe - 
till their death, and with tears- in my eyes fpent 
whoYe hours gazing on thofe landfcapes where 
all was gay, and where the inhabitants ranged 
without fufpicion of my fufferings. 

How 
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How often did I wifli I had been the fon j}f 
a peafant, vvhofe daily labour fupplics the mife- . 
rable morfel of life, and whofe round of exift- 
ence is only tempered by breathing the breezes 
of the mom, and a kifs of fome fun^turnt dam- 
fel at night; but as for, me, the common con- 
folation in wretchednefs was denied, and the 
only femblances 1 belield, like myfelf, were a 
difgrace to the form of humanity. All my feti- 
timents took a melancholy turn ; I reviewed in 
my mmd thea£kions of men, and fighed at their 
innumerable follies ; for whilft they flattered 
themfelves as being next in gradation to angels, 
to me they appeared beneath the excellencies of * 
brutality* 

One night when my thoughts were too con- 
fufcd, too diftradled tolofe themfelves in repofe, 
and my fleeplefs eye wandered thrpugh the 
gloom of a half obfcured moon, I heard a voice 
beneath my window, that fung a plaintive air fo 
fweet, that all my attention was fixed. I liften- 
ed for fome time to catch the words, and jicr^ 

ceived 
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ceived that it was repeated again and again, 
like thofe notes, which having ftruck upon the 
mind, return by mechanical aftion. What, 
> therefore, I could not make out at firft, afecond 
and third hearing fupplied. 

I. 

• The (iknt hour of midnight relgnt, 

And he whofe heart is free from care. 
Hears not the foul that deep complains, 

Nor in Its murmtirs takes a fliare. 
Thf iigfaing winds, the trembling breczt, 

A moment flay to hear my woes } 
Then foftly flutter throughirhe trees, 

And ieave the foliage to repoft, 

IL 

Seduced by flattery^s iilver tongue. 

The tempter Man beheld and fmiled^ 
And while the fyren fweetly fUngy 

My heart by fimpering love wasguiled* 
But left forlorn on earth^s wild wafle, 

Shame*s mourning daughter; then was I. 
Shunn'd by the virtuous, and the chafte. 

Alone to weep, alone to figh. 

• This fong may be ha(*, fet to mufic, at G . Walker's, 
No. ip6. Great Foitland Street. 

III. But 
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ill. 

Bnt ^h I yc mai(Js, fome pity give 

To her whom foftncfs led aft ray, 
And by a filent tear, relieve 

The breafl where many forfows lay. 
• And O, yc fates ! the' hard be mine, 

Return not evil on bis head— 
But all your kindly powers combine. 

To mcafure bleflings in its dead. 

There was fometbing fo enthufiaftic, fa far 
above nature in the concluding verfe, that I ad- 
mired the fentimcnts, though I could not imi- 
tate them — but hers was an injury from a lover. 
It was the true fpirit of goodnefs, yet it was the 
foft wcaknefs of feminine failing, which yet lin- 
gered and loved the deftruftion (he funk under. 
The tone of her voice, trembling in its notes; 
was like that of Eliza when ftie faulteringly an- 
fwered my enquiries ; but Eliza had lov^d only 
me. By me (he had not fufFered except in a 
fecondary degree, and the horror this refle<£lion 
at firft excited, fubfided into that enthufiafm of 
'grief, which exalts ^e foul tp heaven, and 
touches on madncfs.> 

' . ' Ihalf 
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I half envied the fair infenfible, who, like 
thd bird of 'night, fung over the ftory.of her 
loves in mournful melody ; for whilft her fong 
touched afrefh all her forrows,^ reafon was em- 
ployed, and her mind delighted in the tale. 

I remembered this young woman, who had 
been the pride of the village, the Chloe of the 
fwains, and the envy of the maids. She had 
been feduced by a young gentleman, and' on hTs 
marriage with another, became melancholy, and 
at length fo delirious, that his friends, to pre- 
vent the odium of the village, placed her in this 
houfe; where her more lucid intervals were 
fpent in repeating this dirge, in weeping, and 
in watching the clouds, in whofe varying forms 
her deranged fancy pourtrayed a variegation of 
images. 

Such was the fhort and common hiftory of 
this, and ten thoufand Britifh maids, who like 
fruit expofed to an unkindly afpedl, drop from 
the boughs ere they attain maturity ; who, for 

the 
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<hc gratification of man, arc condemned to re- 
pine through life, loft to the end of creation, a 
burden to themfelves, and a forrow to others. 
1 fat down to trace this evil to the fource, and 
beheld a multiplication of corruption: I favr 
a wide extending theory of reform, but to prac-. 
tife required the fkill of divinity, and a renova- 
tion of morality and maxims. 

This finglc incident, however, furniflied me 
"with a longe range of amufements, ferving to 
wear away the hours. I placed myfelf at the 
commencement of fociety. 1 formed laws, and 
traced up their confequences ; but I fpund in all 
the weaknefs of human nature, concluding with 
Solomon, that nothing was perfeft beneath the 
fun. r compared the monarchical with the re- 
publican, the oligarchical with the reprefenta- 
tive; and f found, that in the adminiftration.of 
either, but one thing was wanting to render 
each a bleffing to the people, and that was, men 
of integrity :and virtue; without this,.the one 

^ only 
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only differed from the other by a line in th« 
fcale of oppreffion. 

Tired at length with forming plans never to 
be realized ; and remembering that the ingrati- 
tude of the people ufually firft fingled out thofe 
as vi6lims who attempted to inftru61 them, I 
turned my thoughts from legiflation again to 
confider the means of efcape. 

i obferved, that if I could cut away the lock, 
I might open the door, as it turned inward, and 
thence drfcend to the ground floor. Thus I might 
probably efcape, or fell my liberty dear ; for, 
provided with my chifTel and refolution, I con- 
fidered myfelf nearly equal to the keeper and 
his man. 

I wondered this defign had not prefented it- 
felf fooner; and pleafe(f myfelf by refledling, 'j| 
that the fimpleft means, though moftly the beft, 
are generally overlooked at firft, in fearch of 
complexity. I waited the encreafe of the moon, 

tliat 
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that its light migbt' ftime on my laboar, fear< 
ing othcFWifc tc) Ibfelmy way in a houfe of 
fo many ttii'ningsy and likewife to prevent 
<hat timidity attending darkneis always infpires, 
6wing to the impoffibtUtyof warding impending 
danger. 

One night, when the full moon rofe with 
Kriniancy in the heavens, I began my exertions, 
W a few minutes tutting round the lock, and 
then with my arm forcing the bolts on the out- 
fide, I entered the landing. All was pro- 
foundly filent^ and exulting in the profpe(£k of 
Kberty, I haftened towards the great halL My 
ardour here received 'a*check from a door^ newly 
put up at tlie foot erf" the flairs, and plated with 
kon. I muft either now return, or think in- 
ftantly on fome grand attempt. To force the 
4oor was impoflible ; and to convince them of 
my fpirit more than hopes of efcape, I began to 
t^ar'up the ftair, though obliged to work low, 
in fear of alarm. In lefs than aohour, I had cut 

Vol. I. M through . 
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thcough^two ftej^i aod ta[ten:^p tb& lathing hfi^ 

ber piaqe lander the ftbiifs* It; wa$fm^ minute^ at 
leaii: before I dcauld grop^ out thQ^4o<^9..but theii 
it waseafity opecied, .atxl I aow rai(e4 my eye« 
with plcafure to that light, whofc briUiaacc^ 
feemed to encreafe at my efforts. 

Tttfe&ly coUcdted in onyfelf, I remo>^ manjr 
beavy pieces^ of furniture from ben^a^ the ftatr, 
planting them fo as at leaft to retard the open- 
ing of the (foor, in cafe they ihouM awake, 
proceeding with ciicreajfing confidence to un*» 
fiflen the door, Tbisj was a laj^r of her- 
culean greatnefs, ami 'fr^iti the har^nefe of 
the wood, and little.progjrefs I made, <rf toogre^t 
length for the ihortnefs of my tkne.« I haflened 
therefore to open the door into the gaideni bul 
fbund it equally impofiible to raife it o^ th^ 
Itinge&yor cut round tbf> ldck» ^n^.was ohfUg/ed 
Xo hive recouf fa to the inore tpdipuf way of c;ut^ 
ting out the f<}uace panL^> Vfhich was. tb,e, la- 
bour of another hour. * - 

Once 



Pace »K^e I ilret<iied our my: arft»ibciiiatk 
ttkc fl^fip heav?5n»y . I. ie^ped from, the g^6^w^d^fso 
tie conviitceil q( m^L 9ttfoli||e dbcs^pui and: aU 
in6ft forgot jia the'eatic€;fe ©£ nSljr jdy^tHatlftad 
yet^ very high wallto pafks T I.haftened to* 
wards it with the exultation of aco^qutaroii who 
'believes himfelf invincible; bi^t .one moq^ent 
overthrew m^ hppes,for be"nigt90> intent, :Inhffii 
no guard on ray fteps^ and was thrown. oh^dn tiier 
trunk of a tree, with a fhock that ftunned.iiiey 
and diflocated my: ancle, at the fame time tho 
chitfel fevcrely wounded my hand. 

I found it impoffible to move, any pther than 
by creeping into a row* of ,bu flies, where I lay 
down to wait the arrival of my keepers, endea-J 
vouring to footh my mind with their fears at my 
having eluded their vigilance. I repined not at 
this near view of efcapq, becaiife my mind had 
reafed to ^xpeft much of .fortisne^ and I conll<^ 
dered that I might herca^r profit by this e^tpc* 
rience. 

Ma • The 
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• The firibnrhp defcended in the mornitig, dif- 
covered th^ deftru^ion of the ftairs, and in-^ 
ftanUj. Ux(pi6t\ng it was I who had efcaped» 
haftaied tQ be iatisfiedy in his way calling up 
the pcinc^ial.! I was>quickly traced through the 
bole in die door^ and could perceive them run* 
liing toand fro, with fury in their looks, impre* 
eating curfes on me for outwitting them, and on 
themfelves for having taken oflF my chain . They 
pafied me feveral times, repeating, that I muft 
certainly he gone, and that they had nothing 
now to do but fly for it, as Squire Cyphon 
would certainly hang them, 

^* No, no, my friends,'* cried I, " here I am, 
fafe as a bird in a net. 1 had only a mind to 
take alittlewalkby moon-light." — "By my foul, 
and fo you are here," faid the keeper. " You're 
a d — d comical fellow: but if you take any 
more walks by moon-light, may my nedc be 
ftretchcd as long as a •fiteplc," 



In 
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. In thcii* joy at. recovering me fo eafUy, they 
kindly informed me, that they forgave me a 
good round dozen ; and ths^tlmight not deftroy 
their fleep by apprehenfipn in future, faftened 
me by a chain, riyettcd into the wall. The 
elevation of the room, rendered it the moft fc- 
cure, and therefore I was. remanded to niy old 
lodging, and obliged to fufFer their jefts whilft 
the dgpr \fas repaired, and plated with iron. 

^f Now, mailer rat,** faid the keeper, " you 
may nibble as you like; I warrant weVe fixed 
you in a trap you won't on a fudden get out 
on/'—.** You think fo," faid I, fmiling. *< Do 
you believe I value that dodr i No, no ; when I 
pleafe' to take a walk, it will open at command. 
Do you think all your hammering, and bolts, 
and chains, will keep me? No, my good friend; 
did I chufe it, I would (hake the houfe about 
your ears, and fly away in a mift.'* 

This vaunt created a burft of laughter; and 

I was left to my own reflexions. My chief 

M 3 mean* 
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meima of ^fcape was loft with'niy diiflcl, for 
ioarvf 1 liod.not \ Jfinglc movedble, Except a plate 
and aw old nail, was fafened by a liicary cham^ 
and -fixed ^by -gratings,* in a iroona four ftory 
high. ' ' 

• To augnient the ftificrings of confinement, d 
liian to4lfy delirious wafsniy ^neighbour, who 
difti>fl)cd ^fny -repofe, day dnd night, by his 
howlings and cries. Sometimes I was awaken- 
ed by loud cries of murder and fire-; then agaia 
Hiy feelings were torn by ^h« bittereft com- 
plaints ai!lid petitions for mercy. But what 
created io me die gveateft horror, was the daily 
ilripes he endured from the fayages who had 
him ill care. At thefe times he would fancy 
himfelf under the hands of Indian tormenton, 
and gave loofc to every threat of horrid retalia- 
tion his mind could fuggeft. At times he would 
fancy himfelf the general of an army, and then 
the whole apartment rat3g with huzzas, (houts, 
and commands. He would order his men to 
the right, enflank) and to the charge ; he would 

imitate 



imltste the Aaiits, ttf coiitenditig araflicis^ the 
Ririeks tif the woufided, the grososdf'the dyings 
iuid the exultations ef \ thev viSbrious. Hit 
handsrand £eet fupidied dfuins lind caitnoiiy and 
fcarceiy one hourfdidlieaUtsFvirto br^en-lkm* 
txas« - ■ ■ 

^..ij .). ^ " i7i y : '-:r. : ' 

f>: At.firftifmsdiftmded«ndiirettedat hisih- 
terruptions. Sometimes I caught the madneft 
of his fpirit, and partook in bis triumphs, an* 
fwering fhout for ihout) and clihking my 
chlife:'bot-Ms ebdifl^lnts 1 was ^leaft abkto 
KarValnd ^ten'<li^^'\vifbWol«^af^i^Mi^j 
Hfe 46«fld JMgn^lltlhfilP a th^dM^iflf^efe-; fao . 
w6ViM%^dp 'V«%th *fe*»rtreft mdahkigs ikA hj- 
ittentafiofhs. Tlien s^n Whidurned ovei* fointe 
rmardered friend, or ^eld of hii^ ^^flifct*^ *« 
vrouia defcribethefituatibns of thie 8ead, 

The vigilance with whidi I was ohferved, 

gave me uncaiirtefs ; and remfertibeti^| ' Ihat 

fii^^y things had been accom'pliftied t^^ ^feig;Wfecl 

mfanity/l- began to talk wiMly ktihi^^^roBdrf 

M 4 ^ of 



a4S THEOBdRl CYl>H0}7; 

of the TervantSy thteateiiing .to tear them in 
pieces if they came near, often grinning, .an3 
fiarting up ia fury. I iipitated the howlings of 
iny neighbour fo nearly that I impofcd. bpoii 
them; and my father was informed, that my 
brain was actually difbrdered. He was not^ 
. however, to be moved by pity ; and the only 
advantage I gained, was nowandthea'a.roknd 
horfe- whipping, and fewer vifits, being only 
looked at once a day. ' r . *o 

. The ^ain was an hitoIeraUe load; but re- 
coUeding that water, which'js.the fofteft of 
fluids, .by conftantjy droppings will perorate 
marble of the clofeft texture, I fet about wear* 
ing away the ring with the old nail, a broken 
edlge^of the plate ferving for a whetftone. I la- 
boured day after day, with a patience nothing 
could overcome. 

; An accident now brought to my view a near 
approach of liberty, by preferfting an opportu* 
pity which might not again occur in the life of 

man. 
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fj^. ;, A ^prm pfdfca^ty*c)lei;ice,fe^d greatly 
.cbrofge4;^q-flPIpoiatp,j6^^f>f thf^ h^Mifigji %}m 

ported with props till a^fcaff9ldf9uldbcxrc6lecl^ 
I had freed myfelf from the chain, which J 

??Hft^» ^B^uBffi a^fSl^ 4«?dncfsnpw55fitq^ fuipir 
cioi^.; I (thcre^re^^eg^n.to worlq .to/e^Mfve^ 
jDar thftr^ja^j>&,tlie-chipiney,' but g& it was 
jajfd at tjif bVflding of thfi^^iofuff, m,y ^ftr^^Jx 
aiid£bUl wcrc^fji^ally^yaiaH^i^d^Ijl^^^n^^ 
yp t|ic ai9re tedipu$^nif^9d,of, cu^Jing aReaytb® 
brick-work, whj(^ I . w^^ G^^gc^ to r n^uldf^ 
gradually, by means of my rufty nail and the 
rims of my buckles. The. duft? I deKvcredSto 
the winds, and (o inuch rubbifh being. atK>^C tb^ 
grounds, no notice w|is taken* , ; - . 

Thus perfevcrance regarded my laboyr, by 
'Opening a pafiage to the top of the houfe, and 
confidering th^j as the Uft effort I fli^uld ppbar 

\ ' ' ^ biy 
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hlj ever ha^ oppoitontty tb tttaSe, I trndettdoft 
k>#]|^theeoolnefst>rpdlitibfiyi^fi^ Ital- 
ciilaM^y chahcei ^^Mkjr £de. ' The bKi*. 
genccs df piirfiflt, ^mi the ttialhrf''df defence, 
forming a trahi of erents wHibh was to lead me 
to liberty. 

Ai my laft atfeiijfrt^^Had *be?nTW itioon^ight, 
this '1 i>6fti)6hi^a ViU' 'tKe irigMi -fliduia be idatk^, 
tb^'ketter'to fmk all traces <>f my flight in dbli- 
vion r ' and as chance ti)ft^n l^voun ififidbH^iiigs 
tof l)o)A^efe,fah Wi>pened, ihat'the iligfit t had 
'fkmeA^fht't^y^hi, '^aii'^i^tficaiaBy^f to ittiy, 
iitiaib'm*}^that Jdt^*ffeitoHia*tefcfefi^Tc«i^ 

Undifiii^yfed'hy the^howlings of the Vrnd, 
oi'the dkci«ridihg4drtiiik oiftain|\^ich htdec^i 
tome founded litfte'^tfre' rough ittufit^diatifr- 
fpired the foul to arduous exploits^ I made my 
4<ray to the top'of ihe ho'Ufe, under a heavy can- 
nonade in the roofh of the madman, hut the 
ivind raged' with fO'iiitich vfolerfte, Aat\maH< 

tt 
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to flahd againft its power in fo expofed a fitua- 
tfon, Icrept on my hands and knees to where 
ATc fcafeld was erefled, but was unable to dif- 
cern any part attached to the houte. 

I waited with inconceiveable anxiety, drench- 
ed in rain and beriumfeed by col J; but it was 
rmpofliblt to fuggeft an expedient to defceiid, 
and my ardent libpes were begii^nirtg to flag, 
when a blaze of ligbtriing flaflied through the 
dreadfol darknefs ftreamihg along the horizon, 
and prefcnting to my view ai ladder reaching to 
the firft landing of the fcaffold ; in a fecdnd, 
the thunder muttered at a diftance, and whilft 
it advanced in tremendous loudhefs, * and biirft 
in various dire6iions over bead,. I defcended, the 
whole pite of building trembling beneath me. 
A flood of rain now poured down, but the chief 
difficolty was over,' the reft of my way to the 
ground being comparatively eafy. I had no 
time to lofe in feeking'ihelter from its violence^' 
advancing caulioufly towards the gate, 

I admired 
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I admired the^wonderful cffeft of the thunder, ' 
which was, perhaps, the chief means of my^ 
cfcape, in ite terrific effefls on the dog which 
ranged the yard; he ventured indeed to mutter 
in an under growl, but a loud roll which rattled 
through the clouds, tamed him to filence, and 
brought him crouching to my feet for protec- 
tion. Infpired with freflv. courage by the cir- 
cumftance, I quietly advanced to Jthe gatc,eafily 
getting over by means of the bars. I caft a Jook 
of exultatioq.onthe prifon I, had quitted, rejoic- 
ing that I was. again free from the circle of in- 
fernal power.' ... 

My. former elevation checked my ardour. I 
refledied that much remained yet to be done, 
and that before day I muft be far from this land 
of profcription. My clothes retarded ray pro- 
grefs by their weight, and flopping when. I had 
Tan myfelf out -of breath, I caft my ,eye round 
the hpwling wildernefs, toconfider in what point 
I could find fecurity. I longed to vifit the cot- 
tage of Mr. Hanfon. My feet ajmoft media- 

. nically' 
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nically foJloWed the impulfe of my foul, but fo 
rafli an^ enterprize was diverted by reflecting, 
that now the inhabitants who had once fmiled 
Within its walls, were too probably wanderers 
likemyfeif. 

I trembled left my purfuers fliould be already 
after me, aridconfidering that if they fhoiild not 
difcover my flight before morning, they would 
probably firft acquaint my father, and then pron 
cecd to pij eftate ; I took the road direflly lead- 
ing from both. 

I travelled with fpeed for fome hours, how 
ftarting at the crecking of the bu flics moved by 
the wind, then fancying I could diftinguifli the 
found of a chhife and the clattering of horfes, 
throfugh the roaring of the tempeft, or that I was 
about to plunge into a torrent. At length I 
diftinftly heard the jingle of bells, • the fhrill 
found pafling with clearnefs, but as to me the 
figlxt of any human* being was dangerous, I haf- 

tlly 
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tily left, the mam toad, without confidering I 
had the advantage of fpeed. 

I had fcarcely gone a hundred yards,; when I 
heard the rufhing of w^fQij- I judged it to be 
*fome little ftream croffing the road, and care- 
fully fearched for the planks I found it, butthe 
ftream was fo encreafed, that every wave_daflicd 
oyer it, rendering the paffage extremely difficult* 
But of any danger not proceeding from -man, I 
had little regard, being familiar with fuffering. 
I advanced, however, with caution; having to 
gppe my fteps, when I heard, or fancied I heard 
the voice of a man on the oppoflte bank. 

Had it been the keeper or my father, the ef- 
fcSt could not have been greater. • I fhuddered 
all over, and without refleftion, plunged at 
once into the (hvam. I was a pra£tifed fwim- 
mer, or my fufferings would^have beeniended;. 
for fo (Irong was the current, that it required 
every effi)rt, not to ftem it, but to be carried 
down witliout finking. My ftrength was nearly 

exhaufted. 
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cxtiaufted, and I had in the indant of wearinefs, 
brought the argument to a conclufion, that life 
was not worth fo much exertipn ; when I was 
daf]ied with violence againft a tree, which pro- 
je6ied over the ftream ; half infenfihie, I ih- 
ftindtively clafped my arms round it, and in a. 
ftate of mind refting between life and death, 
with equal indifference, I fixed myfelf amongft 
its branches, unable to make another effort. 
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